OUR MISSION STATEMENT IS TO SHARE THE LOVE OF CHRIST,
TO EMPOWER PEOPLE TO SERVE, AND TO GLORIFY GOD.

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
September 2017
Train up a child in the way he should go; even when he is old he will not depart from it.
Proverbs 22:6

Please welcome our new Christian Education Consultant!
Greetings! I’m Leah Doughty – pronounced Lee Dowty. My husband Del and I recently moved to Texarkana
after living 20 years in Indiana where we raised our 3 boys. One year ago Del accepted a position as dean at Texas A&M and moved himself into an apartment close to campus; I remained in Indiana to put our house on the
market and help settle kids in school. This August we sold our home and I became a Texas resident.
For the last 15 years in Indiana I worked in full-time ministry, primarily developing and overseeing children,
youth and family ministries. Additionally, I’ve launched women’s ministries,
Christian Education programs and parenting classes. When I moved to Texarkana my intention was to attend graduate school fulltime to earn my license in
clinical mental health counseling. I wasn’t looking for a job but little could I
have imagined the plans that God had to connect me with this congregation.
One day recently Susan phoned Del looking for an A&M student who might be
a good match for working with children and youth at the church. He laughed a
knowing laugh – not sure if he laughed out loud but as he tells it he laughed. He
tells her that his wife just moved to town and is not working and has loads of
experience working in churches with children and youth.
So, here I am, still going to graduate school full-time which started this week,
but eager and happy to offer my services to First Presbyterian Church as a consultant 10 hours per week. I’m excited to get to know each of you, to engage with the children and youth of the
community, and to watch God’s plan unfold. (See current part-time C.E. Administrator description on page 6)
Yours Truly,
Leah Doughty

SEPTEMBER WORSHIP/STUDY SCHEDULE
SUNDAY-11:00 A.M.
Worship
“A Scorching Shrub”
3
Exodus 3:1-15 & Romans 12:9-21
COMMUNION SUNDAY
Debts
10
Psalm 149 & Romans 13:8-14

SUNDAY-6:30 P.M.
Study
STRATEGIC Discipleship 3
Facilitator: M. Gilliland

WEDNESDAY
Family Night Supper
BIBLE STUDY
6
GALATIANS

STRATEGIC Discipleship 10
Facilitator: M. Gilliland

BIBLE STUDY 13
TBA

The Way of Agape
17
(Preacher – Michael Gilliland)
Psalm 103:1-13 & Matthew 18:21-35
The Paradox
24
Jonah 3:10-4:11& Philippians 1:21-30

STRATEGIC Discipleship 17
Facilitator: M. Gilliland
STRATEGIC Discipleship 24
Facilitator: M. Gilliland

A WORD FROM THE 20
LONG-RANGE PLANNING
SPONSORSHIP TEAM

BIBLE STUDY 27
TBA

THURSDAY-12:05 P.M.
Brown Bag Bible Study
THE SCREWTAPE LETTERS 7
Author: C.S. LEWIS
Introduction
THE SCREWTAPE LETTERS 14
Author: C.S. LEWIS
Letters 2-4
NO BROWN BAG TODAY 21
Quilting Luncheon in
Fellowship Hall
THE SCREWTAPE LETTERS 28
Author: C.S. LEWIS
Letters 5-7

First Presbyterian Church
Thank you to our volunteers for Liturgist and Children’s
Sermon for the month of August!
Liturgists:
Children’s Sermon:
August 6 Michael Gilliland
Beth McHenry-Pope
August 13 Sue Ellen Hall
Chris Walraven
August 20 Michael Gilliland
Beth McHenry-Pope
August 27 Maggie Morgan
Chris Walraven

† In Loving Memory †
Dean Emmerson Keil
September 6, 1922 - August 8, 2017

Remember to ALWAYS RECYCLE here at our church. The recycle bins are located in the room across from the fellowship
hall that houses our three refrigerators/freezer. We recycle
aluminum cans, metal, plastic and paper/cardboard to help
make the world we live in more sustainable and beautiful!

It’s Thanksgiving Baskets Time!
We are asking for more volunteers for the following
dates; March 4, 2018 and July
1, 2018. Please contact the
church office or Pat Davitt at
870.773.7883.

Randy Sams’ Mission
The 1st Sunday night of each month
a dinner is served for the shelter.
Below is the schedule of volunteers
in charge of these dinners.
Thank you Jeanne & Reg Jackson
Rev. Susan Arnold & Rev. John Arnold, Remica & Danny Gray for serving Randy Sams’ supper on August
6!

September 3
*Nancy & Charles Jackson
Sue Ellen Hall, Gene & Gail Cogbill

October 1st
*Carla & Randy Lacy
Lucy Sarrett, Aimee & Michael
Gilliland
(*Denotes Group Coordinator)
Additional volunteers would be
helpful for these months. Please
contact the team coordinator to
offer assistance.

It’s time to start gathering food and preparing lists. Our Thanksgiving Food Basket ministry allows us to share food with those experiencing food insecurities for whatever reason. We have
been blessed with the ability to share baskets with our
community neighbors and with Angel Fund Foundation
Clients for many years, and the at blessing continues
this year.
If you would like to “sponsor a basket” this year—$70
includes all the food for a given family as well as the
laundry basket. The picture below is a completed basket, and is on display in the Fellowship Hall.
The baskets will be delivered Sunday,
November 19; however, we will begin
gathering food Sunday, October 1.
Please bring canned goods and other
nonperishable items such as cereal,
dried stuffing, peanut butter, dried
beans and pasta. If you would rather
make a donation and let the youth do
the shopping for you, please leave your
donation in the church office.

Thank you for your continued love and support of this time-honored and greatly
appreciated mission and outreach project.

First Presbyterian Church

Presbyterian Women
September 2017
PW Coordinating Team: Monday September 11, 2017 at 12:00 p.m. - Library
Josephine Beck Circle: Tuesday, September 12, 2017 at 10:00 a.m. - Annex
Zelle Moore Circle: Thursday, September 14, 2017 at 6:00 p.m. - Annex
Greisser Circle: Tuesday, September 19, 2017 at 10:00 a.m. - Library

THE SHARING PLACE
The Sharing Place Mission Statement - “In the spirit of God’s love, we seek to care for others by
providing clean, gently used clothing to people in need in the Texarkana area. We strive to treat
everyone in a friendly manner and expect to also be treated in the same manner.”
The Sharing Place is a free clothing store available to anyone in need who lives in the Texarkana area. We
are open every Thursday from 9:45 a.m. until 11:15 a.m., except holidays and the entire month of July. Visitors are welcome every other week, and ALL visitors must sign in.
1. Men are allowed one shirt and one pair of pants. Socks, shoes, underwear, and jackets or sweatshirts
are given if available. Women are not allowed to get men’s clothes.
2. Women are allowed 2 blouses, 2 pair of pants or skirts, and one dress or suit. Also, women are limited
to 1 tee shirt, one purse, one scarf, and one pair of shoes. One jacket or sweatshirt per visit is also allowed. Men are not allowed to get women’s clothes.
3. Children’s clothing is limited to 6 items per visit. If a family has 2 children, the family is limited to 4
items in each size. Underwear and socks are given if available. Only one sweatshirt or jacket is allowed
per visit.
Thank you for all of your donations & help,
Your Friends at the Sharing Place

CARD MINISTRY
Introducing the 2017 Christmas Cards!
Our Christmas card design this year features a “Peace on
Earth” message on a forest background of grazing deer. We invite you
to consider reserving a bag of ten cards in honor of or memory of a
friend or family member. Our cost for just the materials to make each
card is $.80. Since we are not a budgeted item, we welcome your donations, large or small.
Please contact Linda Cogbill, Shirley Cline, Margo Strickland,
Joan Boyles or Val Buster or the church office to reserve your Christmas cards.
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SEPTEMBER CALENDAR
SUNDAY
9:45 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
6:00 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
TUESDAY
10:00 a.m.
6:00 p.m.

WEEKLY EVENTS
Sunday School
Chancel Choir Rehearsal
Worship
Sunday Evening Worship
Youth Group
Adult Bible Study
Children’s Time
Staff Meeting
Yoga of Twelve Step Recovery Fellowship Hall

WEDNESDAY
10:00 a.m. Card Ministry
5:30 p.m. CLICK Choir
6:00 p.m. Family Night Supper
6:30 p.m. Bible Study
6:30 p.m. Godly Play - Evergreen Residents
6:30 p.m. Youth Group
7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal
THURSDAY
9:00 a.m. Angel Quilts
10:00 a.m. Sharing Place
12:05 p.m. Brown Bag Bible Study

SPECIAL EVENTS

SUNDAY, September 3
10:30 a.m. Around the Coffee Pot
12:15 p.m. Christian Education Meeting
3:00 p.m. Worship Committee Meeting - Library
6:00 p.m. Dinner for Randy Sams’

MONDAY, September 4
Office Closed - Labor Day
TUESDAY, September 5
7:00 a.m.
Men’s Breakfast
THURSDAY, September 7
5:00 p.m.
Stewardship Meeting - Library
6:00 p.m.
S.C.A.T. (Stray Cat Alliance of Texarkana)
Meeting - Annex
MONDAY, September 11
12:00 p.m. PW Coordinating Meeting - Library
2:00 p.m.
Federal Retirees Meeting - Fellowship Hall
TUESDAY, September 12
10:00 a.m. Josephine Beck Circle - Annex
WEDNESDAY, September 13
10:00 a.m. Diaconate Meeting - Library
THURSDAY, September 14
6:00 p.m.
PW Zelle Moore Circle - Annex
SUNDAY, September 17
2:00 p.m.
Michael Vinson Long Range Planning
TUESDAY, September 19
7:00 a.m.
Men’s Breakfast
10:00 a.m. PW Greisser Circle - Library
WEDNESDAY, September 20
5:00 p.m.
Evangelism Meeting - Library
THURSDAY, September 21
11:00 a.m. Quilter’s Luncheon - Fellowship Hall
5:00 p.m.
Session Meeting - Library
FRIDAY, September 22 - Sunday, September 24
Junior High Youth Quake
FRIDAY, September 29
Moore Wedding Rehearsal
SATURDAY, September 30
Moore Wedding

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS
1 Matthew Johnson
3 Becky Sweet
5 Bryan Jackson
6 Shirley Cline
10 Ean Sharp
10 Allen Burns
11 Adam Holmes
12 Melanie West
13 Pat Davitt
13 Steve Ransdell
15 Mona Fomby
15 Frank McClain
18 Lillian Rorie
19 Corley Johns

19
19
20
22
22
23
24
24
25
25
27
28
29
29
30
30

Sue Ellen Hall
Kathi Hickerson
Mikaylah Davitt
Anna Emerson
Denzer Burke
Bonnie Judd
Aimee Gilliland
Molly Teague
Marva Ransdell
Dean Ransdell
Linda Colls-Mundell
Michell Pearson
Brook Strickland
Marion Strickland
Remica Gray
Stephanie Sexton

18 Georgette & Richard Peckham
21 Jessica & Corey Sharp

Solid Foundations
FPC’s after school Tutoring Program
Thank you in Advance for Your Support!
Start Date: TBD - The school district cannot transport the children to FPC at this time due
to a shortage of bus drivers. This may change after the first nine weeks. We
are exploring possible alternatives with Genia Bullocks, the coordinator, but
we may have to just wait it out.
What to Expect: Ideally, we will take on about 15 children (depending on how many tutors we have) and
provide them with an after-school snack, a short activity to help them wind down, and
tutoring assistance.
Dates/Times:
Our program will be on Tuesdays and Thursdays, from 3:30 p.m. until 5:00 p.m., and will
follow the school calendar year.
Safe Gatherings: The district does not require background checks, but it would be best if everyone was
vetted through safegatherings.com.

DIACONATE


The Diaconate thanks all those who helped make VBS the success that it was. The response to the mission of helping others with clothing for The Sharing Place and monies for both The Sharing Place and
the Doorways Project will benefit both of these ministries. Please remember that even though VBS is
over, continued contributions for these ministries/missions will be accepted through the end of September.



Our largest, most visible, and most successful mission, and our 4th Quarter Mission, begins October 1st
as we commence collection of your donated items for our Thanksgiving Baskets. The youth will again
help purchase items needed to complete the baskets, and then assemble the baskets before distribution day. Most of us know first hand what a blessing it is choose, purchase, and deliver our favorite
items that are needed for filling each basket. This year we have an added item of the laundry basket
itself. However, if your mobility and/or time is limited, please feel free to make a contribution for this
mission.



We ask everyone who is able to be at the church on distribution day, to come and greet the recipients
who collect their own baskets. We also need several who are willing to be a part of delivery to homes
of. Each deliverer will be paired with at least one other person from the congregation.



Our annual church wide fall picnic and Trunk or Treat is scheduled for the afternoon of Sunday, October
27th. In the next few weeks we will publicize a list of items needed for the picnic and for the Trunk or
Treat. If you would be willing to decorate the trunk of your vehicle, please contact the church office as
soon as possible.
Your input as to missions you would like to see the Diaconate take on next year is greatly appreciated.

OUR LONG-RANGE PLANNING PROCESS BEGINS SEPTEMBER 17TH
Our long-range planning and discernment process with Rev. Michael
Vinson begins Sunday, September 17th with an initial meeting of the
Sponsorship Team* and Rev. Vinson. This ‘discernment’ meeting will be
from 3 to 4 hours that afternoon, and Rev. Vinson will lead the team in a
process that will seek to answer the following questions:
 Purpose
What is the work that needs to be done at FPC, TXK?
What is the purpose, or goal, of that work?
 Leadership
What is the leadership needed/required/sought after/valued
for accomplishing this work/goal?
 Vision
Once the goal has been achieved, what will the outcome look like?
 Stakeholders
Who are the stakeholders; the community to be involved in achieving the work/goal?
 Methodology
What will be the methodology for achieving the work/goal?
This meeting will be a ‘controlled meeting’ by the facilitator, Rev. Vinson, in order to make the most of the
time together and get clarity on what needs to be done: “an experience in ‘controlled chaos.’” Following this
meeting, the Session will receive a report from both Rev. Vinson and the Sponsorship Team, and determine
whether or not to move forward with the rest of the process.

SPONSORSHIP TEAM
Larry Davis
Remica Gray
Aimee Gilliland
Maggie Morgan
Stacy Cogbill
Betty Anthony
Susan Arnold
????? ???????
Sarah Propps

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE
PART-TIME CHRISTIAN EDUCATION ADMINISTRATOR

Using her vast experience and mature discernment, Leah will handle this job description as a 10 hr/wk position will allow.















Develop a unified and strategic educational program “to equip
the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of
Christ.”
Meet with the Christian Education Committee and work with
other groups as needed to enhance the educational ministry.
Consult concerning educational budget needs and monitor
Christian education and youth budgets.
Coordinate with Property Committee for the purchase of new
equipment and furniture.
Supervise the recruitment and equipping of teachers.
Organize training for all teachers annually.
Coordinate recognition of all teachers.
Coordinate the selection, purchase and distribution of educational materials for children and adults with curriculum approval by the CE Committee and ultimately by the Session.
Maintain a working knowledge of materials available.
Participate in regular youth meetings and special activities,
such as, lock-ins, mission trips, summer programs, Youth Sunday worship services, etc.
Promote youth involvement in church activities beyond youth
















program.
Give specific attention to programs for youth and college ages.
Guide, enlist, and train adults to work with youth.
Schedule regular meetings for communication and planning.
Promote and participate in camps and conferences for all ages
including local, presbytery, and Synod training opportunities
or other specialty workshops benefitting church programs.
Promote mission activities that deepen the youth’s value and
experience of service to others within the congregation, local
community, and beyond.
Promote and/or lead various weekday/night studies.
Coordinate transportation for youth with adult drivers whenever an activity will take the group away from the church as
per church policy.
Follow guidelines for behavior and safety on all activities.
Visitation of teachers and youth who are ill.
In consultation with Christian Education Committee, the employee shall pursue personal and professional growth.
Assist with Vacation Bible School as needed.
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Monthly Financial Highlights - August 2017
Income
Expense
Net Gain (Loss)

$
$
$

July
Actual
24,768
22,104
2,664

$
$
$

July
Budget
26,010
29,545
(3,535)

$
$
$

YTD
Actual
155,084
196,096
(41,012)

$
$
$

YTD
Budget
182,070
206,799
(24,729)

Texas Presbyterian Foundation Funds
Initial Amount Invested
Income Earned Since Inception
Subtotal
Unrealized Gains Since Inception
Total Value of TPF Funds
as of July 31, 2017

$
$
$
$
$

115,853.23
28,718.36
144,571.59
35,485.38
180,056.97

Come See the Renovation Progress
Come to Refresh
Sunday Evenings in The Fellowship Hall
6pm, Singing and Devotional Message
6:30pm, Strategic Discipleship and Youth Groups
Music and message…
Last month alerted people that Sunday evening was going through a major make-over. Specifically, the evening wouldn’t be
just for youth anymore as we added heart moving music and a discipleship small group. We had no idea what to expect and
then Wow!
Twenty-two smiling people sang with joy as Caitlyn Barber led them in a mix of music old and new, accompanied by Michael
Gilliland and John Arnold. Next, Josh Davitt shared an inspiring word from the Book of Isaiah.
Discipleship…
Afterwards twelve people joined the new Strategic Discipleship Small Group in the Library. They shared faith journeys, punctuated with lots of laughter. They dove into God’s Word to learn about God’s holiness. They stood with hands held and heads
bowed praying together to close. Again, we had no idea what to expect and then Wow! -- First meeting and the group is nearly full. (Only three spots left) So if you want in, come this Sunday. This group will close September 10 th or once full, whichever
comes first. For more information visit, http://firstprestexarkana.org/discipleship/
PS: Long-time member and saint of the church, Hayes McClerkin, who has since joined the church triumphant, advocated
strongly for many years for a casual time of inspiring music and message. To Hayes we say thank you for your vision and encouragement. Your hope and dream for progress at First Presbyterian is happening.

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

516 Pecan Street
Texarkana, AR 71854
www.firstprestexarkana.org
pastor@firstprestexarkana.org

FPC Texarkana or
First Presbyterian
Church—Texarkana, AR
Church Staff
Reverend Dr. Susan M. Arnold, Pastor
Cell: (903) 908-5487
Leah Doughty,
Christian Education Consultant
Rebecca Johnson, Administrative Assistant
Ron Cantu, Custodian
Sheila Moore, Clerk of Session
Val Buster, Moderator of Diaconate
Maggie Morgan, Church Treasurer

Our Mission Statement Is to Share the Love of
Christ, to Empower People to Serve, and to
Glorify God.

BROWN BAG BIBLE STUDY RETURNS THUR., SEPT. 7
Based on C.S. Lewis’ masterpiece, The Screwtape Letters, “this study digs deep into each letter
from Screwtape, an undersecretary in the lowerarchy of Hell, to his incompetent nephew,

Wormwood, a junior devil-‘teaching him how to distract humans from God and the path to
salvation.’ Inspiration for this book came to Lewis following the Battle of Dunkirk during

WWII. This is a 12-week study. Materials include a copy of The Screwtape Letters, a study
guide, a complete answer guide, and a convenient list of Scripture references for each lesson.”
“Vermilye walks us through each letter, and wisely asks questions to bring out twists
and turns in the thoughts and emotions we each experience, and that Lewis wanted us to recognize.”
Steven Urban PhD
Author of Mere Christianity Study

