Our Mission Statement Is to Share the Love of Christ,
to Empower People to Serve, and to Glorify God.
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Just a few fallible words about what I think from month to month…
Rev. Susan
Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for building others up
according to their needs, that it may benefit those who listen.
Ephesians 4:29
As a pastor of a mainline congregation, I cannot and will not encourage a particular brand of political alignment; but I will speak boldly about our opportunity as Christians in the civic center!!
Our son, Matthew, texted this past week, “XXXX is being ridiculous!” (He was referring to one of
the 24 hr. news stations: e.g. MSNBC, FOX, CNN.) It’s a toss-up which letters we insert, for they all seem
to have fallen prey to the practice of reduction of news to an inconceivably low level by professional standards. Curious about his perspective, I asked why. He responded, “They are being so disrespectful. Democrats and Republicans shouting at each other and calling each other names.” Actually, Democrats, Republicans, and other third parties all have exhibited such behavior for decades, even centuries now; but they used
to employ a bit more aplomb, finesse, and intelligence in the process. It’s one thing to disagree with one another and intimate that your opponent is devoid of a true grasp of the facts of the subject; it is quite another
to call an opponent a dirty name and demonize them for no other reason than that they disagree with you.
Where’s the intelligent thought in that? Where’s the “wholesome talk” in that? Ralph Waldo Emerson was
recently quoted on facebook: “Let me never fall into the mistake of dreaming that I am persecuted whenever
I am contradicted” (November 8, Selected Journals, 1838).
As I have preached earlier this year, we’ve declined in the art of fighting fair and the civility with
which to do it. “Demonizing” one another rather than addressing the facts of the contradiction or disagreement ultimately heightens fear - mostly unreal and unfounded. We seem to be in as great a cultural and societal state of flux, or greater, as we were in the 1960s. Back in the 60s we heard ‘God is Dead.’ I believe this
sentiment came from the fear of a god who was opposed to scientific progress, human rights advancement,
and educational equality. But that god was never, nor ever will be, the God of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and
Paul that I have always known. Today we hear that Christian America is dead. That argument can certainly
be made as we face the decline of Mainline Congregations. But I think this sentiment, too, comes from fear;
a fear that the Dominant Christian Culture is opposed to egalitarian economic advancement & educational
opportunity, cultural diversity, and secular and religious plurality. For the most part, that is not the Christian
America I know. The Christian America I have lived within is the moderate voice which, as I have said before, we are losing. This decline gives Mainline Christianity (us!!) the opportunity to “fill the void” and help
champion the resurgence of civility, maturity, listening, and “wholesome talk” back into the civic center as
Ruth Penney Bell talked about last month at Family Night Supper.
What is the future role of Mainline Christianity? Below is an excerpt from a speech given to the
HOUSE OF LORDS (Great Britain) on February 9, 2006 by N.T. Wright when he was Bishop of Durham. He
addresses the part we can, even must, play in this resurgence. (continued on pg. 2)
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Fall Picnic

Evening with the Organ
Please join our very own music director & organist, Arthur Ghere-Folse, for
a night of music lead by former organists from FPC. The recital will begin at
7:00 p.m. on Sunday, October 9 with a
reception following.

In Loving
Memory
Imogene Scott
May 29, 1930 August 17, 2016

FPC sponsored by the Diaconate will be hosting a fall picnic Sunday, October 30,
2016. If would be interested
in volunteering or helping out
with the food please contact
Val Buster.

Congratulations to
Lynn Jorgensen on her
new grandchild, Niels
Bratton!

“We are witnessing at the moment an increasingly shrill attempt to keep religion out of public life, to vilify and
outlaw it, whether by the scorn of television pundits or by … declaring that anyone with a belief in an afterlife ought to
be debarred from holding public office. To banish religion to oblivion on the grounds that there is such a thing as fundamentalist violence is like introducing prohibition on the grounds that some teenagers go binge-drinking. . . . some secular commentators are now dismayed to discover that neither Christianity nor the other great religions have withered
on the vine as they had expected – indeed, as their ideology had demanded. But . . . healthy religion and healthy public
life do truly belong together and the attempt to keep them apart leads to a dangerous vacuum which may well be filled
by unhealthy styles of religion and by unhealthy forms of public life. . . . ‘Tolerance’ all too easily supposes that all religions are basically the same, and that all of them can be discounted for the purposes of public life. No, my Lords:
‘tolerance’ is a parody of something deeper, richer and more costly, for which we must work: a genuine and reciprocal
freedom, a freedom properly contextualized within a wise responsibility, freedom not to be gratuitously rude or offensive, . . . but to speak the truth as we see it while simultaneously listening to the truth as others see it, and to work forwards from there.”
As a pastor of a mainline congregation, I cannot and will not encourage a particular brand of political
alignment; but I will speak boldly about our opportunity as Christians in the civic center!!

SEPTEMBER WORSHIP/STUDY SCHEDULE
SUNDAY
Worship Services

11:00 a.m.: Self-Examination
2 Corinthians 13:5-13 & Psalm 51:1-4, 10-17

WEDNESDAY
FNS Study

THURSDAY
Brown Bag Bible Study
“War Room” In-Depth

1

“War Room” In-Depth

8

4

“War Room” 7

11:00 a.m.: You Are The Boss of Me!
Proverbs 27:5-6 & Psalm 141:3-5a

11

“War Room” 14

“War Room” In-Depth

15

11:00 a.m.: Sanctified Living
2 Corinthians 9:8-12 & Jeremiah 4:1-4
11:00 a.m.: Who’s Your Daddy?
1 John 4:1-6 & Jeremiah 32:1-3a, 6-15

18

“War Room” 21

“War Room” In-Depth

22

25

“War Room” 28

“War Room” In-Depth

29

*Bold type=preaching text **(Parentheses=secondary reading)
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As many of you know, starting this month CLICK on Wednesdays will be led by Jessica Sharp and Peggy Davis will be the main
door keeper. In the past we have learned of some biblical ‘lists’ such as Fruits of the Spirit and the Ten Commandments. But
starting this year we will be using the Shine On, A Story Bible to teach biblical stories and explore how the story has principles
that relate to real life today. We are super excited about how the Shine On Story Bible has bubbled down the essence of each
story onto half a page and love that we are flipping through the bible to find the story.
Bible Drill will resume on Sunday nights at 6pm. Last year they learned the order of books in the Old Testament and this year
they will be working through a Bible Drill Curriculum. Please encourage your children to bring the bible they were gifted for
Christmas which they will continue to flip through and soon be able to find bible verses and passages in less than 10 seconds.
It is a fun and competitive way to learn the bible; the children are going to LOVE it. We are excited about this continued endeavor and hope you are as well. For more information please contact Sarang or Aimee Gilliland
(aimeegilliland@hotmail.com) who will be leading Bible Drill.
These are amazing opportunities for Spiritual Formation in the children’s lives and we hope that your children thoroughly enjoy and grow in them.
As fans of fellowship we will have several fun activities throughout the fall including a paint-a-long by Sarah Propps. Be on the
lookout for the dates!
For now our upcoming event is a Swim Party on September 11, from 1pm-3pm at 7219 Stonewall Dr. Texarkana, TX – hosted
by the Walravens.

______________________________________________________
As we get back into the swing of things in the fall we will continue our Sex, Drugs & Evolution on Sunday evenings. On Sunday
mornings throughout September we will be studying the book of Job and see how his life and turmoil relates to our life and
that even though life gets messy we rely on God who never turns His back on us.
In October we will be starting a Confirmation Class in place of the regular Sunday School where we will walking through Theo
Academy’s Confirmation Curriculum (published by the Synod of Mid America) supplemented by a First Catechism (approved by the 210th General Assembly of the PC(USA)
in 1998). While we have our main teachers and several teachers lined up we would
love to have a multitude of voices who teach and mentors who guide our youth. If
this interests you please get in touch with Sarang.

Sunday Evening Youth Group Schedule
Sept 4

Labor Day Party at the Arnold’s Home (6-8pm)

Sept 11

What Does God Say About Dating? (regular time)

Sept 18

DYG Fall Picnic at Bringle Lake Park (3-6pm)

Sept 25

Youth Group
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PW Women Updates - September 2016
PW Council Meets, Church Library, September 9, 12pm
Circles Begin New Bible Study
Zelle Moore Circle – Church Annex, Thursday, Sept. 8 at 6:00 pm
Josephine Beck Circle – Church Annex, Tuesday, Sept. 13 at 10:00 am
Elizabeth Greisser Circle – Church Library, Tuesday, Sept. 20 at 10:00 a.m.
at 10:00 am

Who Is Jesus? What a Difference a Lens Makes
In late July PW Moderator Susan Morehead and Sue Ellen Hall attended the Synod PW Gathering at First Presbyterian Church in Fort Worth, Texas. It was a time of joyful worship (and singing in the choir) and workshops on
topics ranging from discipleship to partnerships to hands on mission.
One plenary session was the introduction to this year's PW Bible study "Who is Jesus?: What a Difference a Lens
Makes" by its author, Judy Yates Siker. Using different art work, including movie depictions, she showed how
Jesus is seen through the eyes of the different gospel writers as well as others.
Throughout the gathering Dr. Cynthia Rigby of Austin Theological Seminary led challenging Bible studies and
preached on the conference theme.. "For surely I know the plans I have for you...a future filled with
hope." Jeremiah 29:11.
Bible Study
Who Is Jesus?
by Judy Yates Siker
Suggestions for Leaders by Patricia Lynn Miller
http://www.pwpcusahorizons.com/#!bible-study/ckra
Halfway through the Gospel of Mark, as Jesus and his disciples are on their way to Caesarea Philippi, Jesus turns
to his disciples and asks, “So, what’s the word on the street? Who do people say that I am?” It seems like a reasonable question to ask the people who travel with you and who have the opportunity to hear what folks in their
towns and villages are saying about their teacher. “Well,” they answer, “some say you are John the Baptist (back
from the dead); others think you are one of the prophets, maybe Elijah, maybe another one.” Then Jesus looks
them squarely in the eyes and asks, “Yes, but who do you say that I am?” Now that’s a good question!. The author's
prayer is that, through the course of this study, you will find your own voice, your own answer. When Jesus turns
and looks you squarely in the eyes and asks, “Who do you say that I am?” What will you say?
Trust the past to God's mercy, the present to God's love, and the future to God's providence.
-Augustine
Yours in Christ,
Sue Ellen Hall
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WEEKLY EVENTS
SUNDAY
9:30 a.m.
Prayer Time - Pastor’s Study
9:45 a.m.
Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal
11:00 a.m. Worship
2:00 p.m. Handbells
6:00 p.m. Youth Group
WEDNESDAY
10:00 a.m. Card Ministry Team
2:00 p.m. Staff Meeting
5:30 p.m. CLICK Ministry
6:00 p.m. Family Night Supper
6:30 p.m. Godly Play - Evergreen Residents
6:30 p.m. Youth Group
7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal

1 - Matthew Johnson
2 - *Billy Mosely
3 - Becky Sweet
4 - *Thomas Cross
4 - *Joshua Walker
5 - Brian Jackson
6 - Dean Keil
6 - Shirley Cline
9 - *Matthew Peek
10 - Alan Burns
10 - Ean Sharp
11 - Adam Holmes
12 - Melanie West
13 - Steven Ransdell
13 - Pat Davitt
15 - Mona Fomby
15 - Frank McClain
16 - *Willie Lee
18 - Lillian Rorie
19 - Corley Johns
19 - Sue Ellen Hall

19 - Kathi Hickerson
20 - Mikaylah Davitt
20 - *Regina Laster
22 - Anna Emerson
22 - Denzer Burke
23 - Richard Peckham
23 - Bonnie Judd
24 - Aimee Gilliland
24 - Molly Teague
24 - *John Grant
25 - Marva Ransdell
25 - Dean Ransdell
27 - Linda Colls-Mundell
28 - Michelle Pearson
29 - Marion Strickland
29 - Brook Strickland
29 - *David Presswood
30 - Stephanie Sexton
30 - Remica Gray
30 - *Donald James

12 ♥ LaWanda & Frank West
18 ♥ Georgette & Richard Peckham
21 ♥ Jessica & Corey Sharp

(*Evergreen Folks)

THURSDAY
9:00 a.m. Angel Quilts
10:00 a.m. Sharing Place
12:05 p.m. Brown Bag Bible Study

SPECIAL EVENTS
SATURDAY, September 3
12:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. Life Touch Picture Make Up Day
SUNDAY, September 4
10:30 a.m. Around the Coffee Pot
6:00 p.m. Dinner for Randy Sams’ Shelter
6:00 p.m. Youth Group @ The Arnolds’
MONDAY, September 5
Labor Day - Office Will Be Open
TUESDAY, September 6
7:00 a.m. Men’s Breakfast
WEDNESDAY, September 7
5:15 p.m. Stewardship Meeting
THURSDAY, September 8
6:00 p.m.
PW Zelle Moore Circle - Annex
SUNDAY, September 11
3:00 p.m. Worship Committee Meeting
MONDAY, September 12
12:00 p.m. PW Coordinating Meeting - Library
2:00 p.m.
Federal Retiree Meeting
5:30 p.m. Christian Education Meeting
TUESDAY, September 13
10:00 a.m. Josephine Beck Circle - Annex
WEDNESDAY, September 14
5:00 p.m. Diaconate Meeting
TUESDAY, September 20
7:00 a.m. Men’s Breakfast
10:00 a.m. PW Greisser Circle - Library
WEDNESDAY, September 21
5:00 p.m. Evangelism Meeting
THURSDAY, September 22
5:00 p.m. Session Meeting
FRIDAY, September 23-SUNDAY, September 25
Jr. High Youth Quake
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Ongoing Financial Status
For the Four Months Ended July 31, 2016

Income
Expenses
Net Income (Loss)

JULY

JULY

Year to Date

Year to Date

Actual

Budget

Actual

Budget

$ 75,926.50

$ 26,840.00

$271,199.31

$187,880.00

24,506.23

29,402.00

192,642.75

205,842.00

(51,420.27)

(2,562.00)

78,556.56

($17,962.00)

Texas Presbyterian Foundation
JULY
Initial Amount Invested

$115,853.23

Income Earned Since Inception
Subtotal

23,023.15
138,876.38

Unrealized Gains Since Inception
Total Value of TPF Funds

23,963.43
$162,839.81

Randy Sams’ Mission

The volunteers for the next few
months are as follows:

September 4
*Brenda & Jim Works; Charles
Jackson; Nancy Emerson; & Lynn
Jorgensen
October 2
*Carla & Randy Lacy; Lucy Sarrett,
Michael & Amy Gilliland

* Group Coordinator
November 6
*Martha Nell & Mark Richards;
Peggy & Larry Davis, Bonnie
Judd & Sherry Wilburn
December 4
*Beth & Chuck Morgan; Joan &
Tommy Boyles & Kathy & Dan
Boyles
Additional volunteers would
be helpful for these months.
All you need to do is contact the
Team Coordinator for the specific
month you desire, or Pat Davitt
of the 2016 Diaconate. Again,
please consider being a local
mission volunteer for FPC and
this great calling!

Join us for a Family Night
Supper starting on
Wednesday,
September 7th.
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August in Pictures

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

516 Pecan Street
Texarkana, Arkansas 71854
Phone: 870-774-6453
Fax: 870-773-4199
E-mails: office@firstprestexarkana.org
pastor@firstprestexarkana.org

Our Mission Statement Is to Share the
Love of Christ, to Empower People to
Serve, and to Glorify God.

Questions from the Pew
On October 9th and November 13th, we will be singing hymns picked by the congregation, and Reverend Susan
will preach on a topic picked by the congregation. This is your chance to be part of the worship service in a more
personal way!
If you have any questions, scriptures passages, or specific topics you would like Reverend Susan to address from
the pulpit, please provide your suggestions below:
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
or any favorite hymns from our current hymnal you would like us to sing as a congregation, list below:
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
Please cut off this portion and bring the filled out form to the church office.

