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Train up a child in the way [s]he should go and when [s]he is old [s]he will not
depart from it. Proverbs 22:6

O UR M ISS ION S TA TEMEN T I S TO S HA RE
THE L OVE OF C HRI ST , TO E MPO WER
P EOPLE TO S ERVE , AND TO G LO RIFY G OD .

We’re on the Web!
www.firstprestexarkana.org

Church Picnic
October 27th, 4:00-6:00 p.m.

Don’t Forget to bring a friend and join the fun at
the Church Picnic for:
 Hot Dogs, Nachos, etc.
 Halloween Costumes
 Cake Decorating Contest
 Games and Activities

Last month I had the honor of preaching at Lyon College for the Family (Parent)
Weekend worship service. I preached from the text above. The parents at that service, and
I, went down memory lane; reliving many of the common touch points of our lives. Having
raised children in the church, we share their experiences, like Michael W. Smith lullabies in
the nursery, cheerios and craft time, scented markers and bible maps, play dough creations
and take home pages, water balloon fights and worship nights, energizers and food pantry
organizers, all those edgy video clips and after youth Starbucks trips. With so much
experience under their belts, and add to that the world literally brought to their fingertips
via cellphones and laptops, it isn’t surprising that Millennials feel overloaded with experience. The experts are saying
that what this generation really wants is depth, and real. Leslie Scanlon wrote this in the Sept. 16 th edition of Presbyterian
Outlook: “Millennials (young adults born from 1980 to the early 2000s) want to expand and deepen their theological and
spiritual boundaries – seeing many aspects of life, such as where and how they purchase food, as having moral and
spiritual implications. Keys to successful ministry with young adults are relationships, listening, sharing power and
service outside the church building.”
Several times prior to and during the initial stages of our new search for a Youth/Christian Ed. Director, I have
made this observation: back in the 1990’s we had a large crop of these Millennial Kids. FPC had the honor and
privilege of nurturing this crop in the faith through Sunday school, choir, handbells, inJoy, and Youth Group. We rose to
the challenge set forth in the first part of Proverbs 22:6 Train up a child in the way [s]he should go . . ., and are reaping
the promise of the latter part of that proverb, and when [s]he is old [s]he will not depart from it. Consider the lives and
faith of the children we helped raise; the Solomons, the Moores, the Thompsons, the Grays, the Morgans, the Anthonys,
the Lacys, and more. These are children of the children of this church.
This child rearin’ legacy is a precious one – passed down to us from those who have been there and done that. If
we interviewed those folks, most of them the parents of the kids raised in the faith, we would hear something to the effect
of, “No, it wasn’t convenient. Y es, it was difficult, and sometimes we wanted to wear their rears out or tear our hair out.
But, it was sooo worth it!” We have sent out into the world its next greatest and best hope – young adults who are
committed to Christ and know the power of humility and service to others over greed and self-absorption.
It is time to do it again . . . We have a new crop of kids to raise. Some of the next generation are already here
and some God has yet to send our way. (Here’s the difference; the children we raised aren’t in Texarkana any more to
bring their children to church.) The ones yet to come will come through many doors and down many different paths, but
they are waiting for us to invite them in to a life-altering community of faith. What we have here CANNOT be
duplicated in the culture, the schools, or even the most “Christian” of individual homes. We have a COMMUNITY of
faith that already knows how to train up a child in the way [s]he should go, because we’ve done it. It’s time for the next
generation to pick up the mantel and do it again. Parents, this is your call of duty! You are how it gets done. That is,
with the leadership of what our Search Committee has newly termed a

CHRISTIAN EDU-PRENEUR
a developer of a new era of Christian Education
for a new era of kids (and youth and adults).
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What an exciting time this is in the life of First Presbyterian Church. A week ago volunteers joyfully
labored elbow to elbow in The Downtown Community Garden, beginning to put the garden to bed for
the winter. After a very successful second season, it’s obvious that the garden is here to stay.
Likewise, this past week, the Session voted to continue indefinitely offering worship with communion
on the 3rd Sunday of each month at Opportunities, Inc. If you are not aware, we just finished a three
month trial run at offering worship there. It’s been an unqualified and astounding success.

C HURC H

T HANKSGIVING B ASKET F OOD D RIVE
Our goal this year is to provide 50 banana boxes filled with non-perishable food items
and a roasted chicken to families in need in our community. Food and monetary
collections are now being received. Mark your calendar for our annual Thanks for Giving
Spaghetti Luncheon, to be held immediately following worship on Sunday,
November 17. Thanksgiving Baskets will be completed and available for pick-up or
delivery on Sunday, November 24. Please contact the Church Office if you have any
questions.

Suggested Food Drive Donations:

Like the garden, we are now solidifying the future of worship at Opportunities. I am pulling together a
music plan. Beth McHenry has lined out Godly Play stories for weeks to come. Also, a local artisan is
crafting a communion set. Lives are being touched by Christ’s Good News through this important
ministry. God is being glorified.

Oct. 6
Oct. 13
Oct. 20
Oct.27
Nov. 3
Nov. 10
Nov. 17

Meanwhile, the search committee charged with finding a new C.E./Youth Director has been busy
envisioning some rather exciting new possibilities. We’re in the midst of an extreme make over of that
staff position and are not so jokingly referring to it as a “Christian Edu-Prenuer”. As this unfolds, we
are on the verge of having a youth council to lead youth ministry. Again . . . Exciting!

canned vegetables, soups, fruits
peanut butter, jellies
canned meats (tuna, Spam, Vienna sausages)
dried stuffing/dressing, potatoes mixes
mac & cheese, spaghetti noodles/sauce
cereal, oatmeal, breakfast bars
rice, dried beans

Lastly, the Finance Committee is gearing up for a stewardship campaign around the theme of “I
wonder whose life will change because I give?” As I consider needy people eating fresh produce
because people gave time and money to turn the idea of a garden into a reality, I realize this isn’t a
hypothetical question. As I listen to boisterous singing at Opportunities and heartfelt testimonies from
clients as they respond to the question, “How do you know Jesus loves you?”, I realize this question
isn’t academic.

O NGOING F I NANCIAL S TATUS

As I consider giving more, I realize the question, “I wonder whose life will change because I give?” is
critically important. It’s a line in the sand. On one side of that line stands wishful thinking, good
intentions, and needs unmet. On the other side of the line, are ideas achieved, lives transformed, needs
met, and much more. I wonder what awesome things would happen this next year if we didn’t just step
over that line, but exploded over that line together, generously filled with joy and enthusiasm together?
I wonder?

Expenses

R ANDY S AMS ’
M ISSION
The volunteers for Sunday,
October 6, are:
Melanie and Andrew Gloster
Carla and Randy Lacy

G ET R EADY TO R I NG !
How can we ring in the Advent and Christmas
season without a bell choir? We are
assembling a list of ringers so that this
important part of our worship at First
Presbyterian will not be missing as we
celebrate the season. An email has been sent
to many of our ringers, but there may be some
who were omitted. If you didn't receive an email invitation, you are still
welcome to join in the music making. Please let Jim Works know that you
want to participate if you haven’t already done so. The rehearsal schedule
will be planned around those who are willing to help us make merry.

S AVE TH E D ATE

AUGUST
Income
Net Income (Loss)

YEAR-TO-DATE

Actual

Budget

$39,590.99

$34,013.33

$323,215.79

$272,106.64

29,941.61

38,079.92

278,256.31

304,639.36

$ 9,649.38

($4,066.59)

$ 44,959.48

($32,532.72)

Actual

T EXAS P RESBYTERIAN F OUNDATION
AUGUST

Principal Amount Invested

$115,528.00

Income Earned Since Inception
Subtotal

8,298.00
$122,826.00

Unrealized Gains Since Inception
Total Value of TPF Funds

September
Newsletter Karen
Flowers

15,479.00
$138,304.00

Wedding Invitation from
SAVANNAH BOYD & CAMERON CALHOUN ~

Budget

Mark your calendars for
Family Camp,
June 20 - 22, 2014.
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Family Night Supper Study & Preaching Schedule for October
WEDNESDAY
10/02/13
10/09/13
10/16/13
10/23/13
10/30/13

FNS BIBLE STUDY

SUNDAY

SERMON TEXT

SERMON TITLE

Hebrews
Stewardship
Narrative Budget
Stewardship
Dinner and a Testimony
Hebrews

10/06/13
10/13/13

Matthew 25:14-30
Luke 17:5-10

Tis a Gift
Big Faith in Little Things

10/20/13

Jer. 31:27-34

10/27/13

Exodus 31:1-11

N-E-W Covenant
(Now Exists Within)
Abundance in the Midst of Scarcity

SYMPATHY
Irene Dunagan, grandmother of
Becky Thompson, passed away on
August 22, 2013.
Guy Cullins, brother-in-law of Fran Mitchell,
passed away on August 31, 2013.

W ALL

OF

O PPORTUNITY

The Wall of Opportunity will serve as a focal
point for Diaconate mission projects through
the end of the year. As the various missions
arise, the “Wall” will be updated to reflect
where you, as a mission oriented
congregation, can focus your attention and
engage your time, energy, and resources to
spreading God’s love in our community.
Remember, this is an ever-evolving focal
point and will require frequent updates. If you
have a mission idea that needs highlighted,
feel free to let us know so that we can create a
spot for it. The “Wall” will be located just
outside the Fellowship Hall, near the
stairs. Keep an eye out for ways to serve and
thanks for all that you currently do.
~ Your Deacons ~

T HANK Y OU N OTE
T AIZÉ W ORSHIP S ERVICES
Please join us for our Taizé worship services at 6:00
p.m. in the Sanctuary on the following Sundays:
October 20 and November 17 (each third Sunday)
December 1, 8, 15, and 22 (each Advent Sunday).

These contemplative services consist of meditative
song, scriptures, prayers, and periods of silence that
provide a few moments of stillness and quiet reflection
in the midst of our busy lives, moments that allow us to
acknowledge God’s presence in and among us.

To everyone at FPC,

So very grateful
for all the ways
you’ve been there for us
to help make
things easier.
Thanks so much to all of you from both of
us. We can’t thank you enough!!

Kathi & Tim Hickerson

Presbyterian Women Updates —
October 2013
NEW PW DIRECTORY AND BIBLE STUDY BOOKS
If you have not received a copy of the new Directory or this year's Bible study book,
please contact your Circle Moderator.

*****
SYNOD OF THE SUN PW GATHERING
The Synod of the Sun PW Triennial Gathering, held July 18-21 at Grace Presbyterian Church in Houston, was
attended by Sue Ellen Hall and Gail Abrahamson, along with about 300 other Presbyterian Women. The theme of the
gathering was “Faith, Endurance, Wholeness,” based on James 1: 2-4. Worship services and plenary sessions included
music from the new Presbyterian hymnal, Glory to God, and Sue Ellen returned with samplers to be used in introducing
the new hymnal to our congregation.
Worship leaders included Rev. Jean Marie Peacock of New Orleans, who spoke of how her faith helped her in
dealing with the loss of her home and her church as a result of hurricane Katrina. She continues to work with those who
are still struggling with Katrina's aftermath as one of many Presbyterian volunteers who provide support for the victims of
Katrina.
Workshops on making prayer jewelry, taking time to pray during a busy day, Bible study, leadership, missions,
and stewardship were a vital part of the gathering. Workshop leader Mary Beth Lysobey of Norman, Arkansas, reported
on installing solar panels and clean water systems in schools, nursing homes, and hospices in the Ukraine and Romania.
Jan Boydstun of Baton Rouge led discussions on protecting our waters, and Sherry Hardwick of New Braunfels, Texas,
spoke on the newest USA Mission Experience in Appalachia.
Kathy Randall, a PW leader from New Orleans, asked Gail to let our members know that Margaret Dickey was a
member of Kathy's church and PW circle. Though Margaret was welcomed into her New Orleans church with open arms,
she never stopped missing her home church in Texarkana.
PW gatherings offer many opportunities for education and fellowship. The testimonials of those serving our
church, both as staff and volunteers, were a heartwarming experience for Gail and Sue Ellen, and they report that they
“were blessed to be there.” The next Triennial Gathering will be hosted by Grace Presbytery at a Dallas/Ft. Worth location
on July 14-18, 2016. The theme will be based on Jeremiah 29:11.

*****
MARK THESE DATES ON YOUR CALENDARS!
PW Council—October 14, 11:00 A.M.
Josephine Beck Circle—October 8, 10:00 A.M.
Elizabeth Ann Greisser Circle—October 15, 10:00 A.M.
Zelle Moore Circle—October 17, 6:30 P.M.

*****
FALL PRESBYTERY OF THE PINES PW GATHERING
Gail Abrahamson, Val Buster and Sue Ellen Hall represented FPC PW at the Fall Gathering at Alabama
Presbyterian Church, Choudrant, Louisiana. The theme of the gathering was “Are You Listening?” Joyce Batty,
Leadership Coordinator for Synod of the Sun PW Coordinating Team, led participants in taking a look at the parable of the
Seed and the Sower as it applies to our local PW groups. Joe Hill, Pines Presbytery Executive, led worship. Over $400.00
was collected for Living Waters for the World, a program which partners with Solar Under the Sun in installing
solar-powered clean water systems.
Officers for the Pines Presbytery PW Coordinating Team were installed, including Gail as the new Treasurer and
Sue Ellen for another term as Mission Coordinator, and the hospitable PW of Alabama PC fed us a delicious luncheon of
salads and desserts. The Spring PW Gathering will be a joint meeting in April 2014 with the women of Pines and
Arkansas Presbyteries in conjunction with Pink Hat Day at Vera Lloyd Presbyterian Home & Family Services in
Monticello, Arkansas in April.
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SUNDAYS
6:00 – 7:30 p.m. Youth Group – DINNER/STUDY/PLAY/PRAYER

October 20 – Meet in ECHO Ctr. (Fellowship Hall occupied)
October 27 – Church Halloween Picnic (Youth assist w/ games)

SUNDAY
9:45 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
6:00 p.m.
MONDAY
7:00 p.m.
WEDNESDAY
9:30 a.m.
6:00 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
THURSDAY
9:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
12:00 p.m.

WEEKLY EVENTS
Sunday School
Chancel Choir Rehearsal
Worship
Jr./Sr. High Youth Groups
Tower Bells — Practice
Card Ministry Team
Family Night Supper
Bible Study
Godly Play
Godly Play—Evergreen Residents
Jr./Sr. High Youth Groups
Chancel Choir Rehearsal
Angel Quilts
The Sharing Place
Brown Bag Bible Study

SPECIAL EVENTS

WEDNESDAYS
6:00 – 6:30 p.m.
6:30 – 7:00 p.m.
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Family Night Supper
Youth Group Devo

Saturday, October 12 – DixieMaze (Corn Maze/Haunted Corn Maze/and more . . .
Leave church @ 4:00 p.m.–Return approx. 10:30 p.m.)
Saturday, October 4-– THS Homecoming
Saturday, October 18 -– AHS Homecoming

Who is that
masked man??

Well, they certainly
aren’t Musketeers!

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 2
5:00 p.m.
Christian Education Committee Meeting
5:15 p.m.
Stewardship Committee Meeting
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 3
5:30 p.m.
Evangelism Committee Meeting
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 6
6:00 p.m.
Dinner for Randy Sams’ Shelter

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 8
7:00 a.m.
Men’s Breakfast
10:00 a.m.
Josephine Beck Circle — Margie Rhoads
6:00 p.m.
C.E./Youth Director Search Committee Mtg.
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 9
5:00 p.m.
Diaconate
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 12
4:00 p.m.
Jr./Sr. High Youth - DixieMaze Festival
MONDAY, OCTOBER 14
11:00 a.m.
PW Coordinating Team Meeting
12:00 p.m.
Federal Retirees Meeting
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 15
10:00 a.m.
Elizabeth Greisser Circle — Library
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 16
12:00 p.m.
Texarkana Animal League Board Meeting
5:00 p.m.
Permanent Funds Ministry Comm. Mtg.
5:00 p.m.
Worship Committee Meeting
6:00 p.m.
Presentation of 2014 Budget
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 17
5:00 p.m.
Session Meeting
6:30 p.m.
Zelle Moore Circle
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 20
9:30 a.m.
Godly Play — Opportunities, Inc.
6:00 p.m.
Taize Worship Service
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 22
7:00 a.m.
Men’s Breakfast
6:00 p.m.
C.E./Youth Director Search Committee Mtg.
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 23
6:00 p.m.
Stewardship Dinner — I Wonder . . .
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 27
4:00 p.m.
Church Picnic

October Birthdays
1 - Erin McCasland
1 - Charlie Morehead
1 - Bob Veon
2 - Blanche Barber
2 - LaWanda West
3 - Sally Sue Rodgers
4 - Chad Triptow
4 - Sherry Wilburn
6 - Andrew Gloster
8 - Danny Gray
12 - Lee Homan
13 - Carlyn Brown
13 - Cordell Klein
15 - Maxwell Blain

15 - Steven Nash, Jr.
17 - Lynn Jackson
19 - Laura Lee Lacy
21 - Tommy Boyles
22 - Frank West
23 - Nina Madden
23 - Margo Strickland
24 - Jake Boyles
26 - Steven Nash, III
26 - Dorothy Siebel
27 - Merilynn Johnson
29 - Amy Triptow
30 - DeeDee Pope
31 - Aileen Williams

October Anniversaries
11 - Molly Beth & Bruce Malcolm
31 - Merilynn & Don Johnson

