Our Mission Statement Is to Share the Love of Christ,
to Empower People to Serve, and to Glorify God.
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Just a few fallible words about what I think from month to month…
Rev. Susan
And I heard a loud voice in heaven, saying, "Now the salvation and the power and the kingdom of
our God and the authority of his Christ have come, for the accuser of our brothers [and sisters]
has been thrown down; the one who accuses them day and night before our God. And they have
conquered [the accuser] by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony, for they did
not love their lives so much as to shrink from death.
Revelation 12:10-11

A LOOK AT TESTIMONY BY CAUTIONS CHRISTIANS
Last month I raised several questions about the practice of testimony. We’ve been spending some time during STEWPOT with this practice. What have we learned?
What is testimony? Testimony is bearing witness to the mighty acts of God and God’s Holy Spirit in our
lives; not necessarily things that happened long ago in our childhoods, though this can be a part, but things that
happen to us today. Hayes McClerkin called them God-Winks. While personal testimony cannot take the place of
preaching and teaching the Word of God, it does empower and support preaching.
Who gives testimony? We do. Anyone who bears the name of Jesus, has been baptized into Christ, is
called to testify to the work of God in their lives and in the world. We are actually commanded to give testimony
to God’s action in our lives.
Why give testimony? Three reasons. First, we are commanded to do so – “go and tell what you have seen and
heard.” Second, as a vehicle to spread the gospel to all nations: Mark 13:9-10 9 "But be on your guard. For they will
deliver you over to councils, and you will be beaten in synagogues, and you will stand before governors and kings for my sake, to
bear witness before them. 10 And the gospel must first be proclaimed to all nations. And thirdly, to build up the community
of faith: 1 John 1:3 3 that which we have seen and heard we proclaim also to you, so that you too may have fellowship with
us; and indeed our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ.
If ‘testimony’ sounds foreign to us, or ‘something other Christians do,’ why is that? Is ‘testimony’ a
recognized part of our Reformed faith tradition? Yes, it is! New parents publically reaffirm their faith, testify to
their faith that God is living and active in their lives, when they bring a child before the congregation to be baptized.
Confirmands who join the church around age 12 make “public professions of faith.” New members who join a particular congregation come before the community during a worship service and reaffirm publically their profession
of faith. But is God’s miraculous activity limited to these three events in our lives? No. The Book of Order says:
W-4.2006 In the life of a believer there are times of special awakening, renewal, and fresh commitment which call for public
expression, recognition, and celebration. People should be encouraged to share . . . these decisive moments and stirrings of the
Holy Spirit. It may often be appropriate for people to make public this sense of deepened commitment in a service of worship, . . . .
We’ve spent some time preparing ourselves to ‘receive testimony’ from persons in our congregation.
Sarang has prompted a couple of our children to share God-Stories during the Children’s Sermon time on Sunday
mornings for the past few weeks. This will continue. On Wednesday night, May 4 th, Sarah Propps will tell a story
from the most recent part of her faith journey. On Wednesday night, May 11 th, Josh Davitt will tell his story of
God’s Hand on his life from the beginning. On Sunday, May 15th, PENTECOST Sunday, we will hear short 3 to 5
minute stories of faith from three (3) members and friends of the congregation as a response to the Word read and
heard. My prayer is that this season of ‘testimony’ will empower God’s Word in our lives and encourage our community of faith.
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Randy Sams’ Mission

The Sharing Place

Call for Vases!

The volunteers for the next
few months are as follows:
May 1
*Dean & Bob Ransdell
Sheila & Marshall Moore,
Margie Rhodes, &
Cynthia & John Wesley
June 5
*Becky & Kevin Thompson
Betty & Keith Anthony, Beth
McHenry & DeeDee Pope
July 3
*Mona & Mark Fomby
Marilyn McCulloch; Susan
Morehead & John Quinn
* Group Coordinator
Additional volunteers
would be helpful for
these months: August,
October, & December.
All you need to do is contact
the Team Coordinator for
the specific month you desire,
or Pat Davitt of the 2016
Diaconate. Again, please
consider being a local
mission volunteer for FPC
and this great calling!

The Sharping Place is open Thursdays from 9am
until 11:30am. While we have regular volunteers serving in a variety of capacities, we are
still in need of more volunteers to come serve as
you are able. There are a variety of needs and
we can find something that will fit what you feel
you are able to do! From sacking clothing to
working in a specific room. If you are interested in volunteering with the Sharing Place, please
contact Pat Willis.
Please see below for a list of items that we are
currently specifically looking for.

Over the past few months we
have resumed splitting the
Sunday morning flower arrangement into several smaller
flower arrangements to take to
various people in and around
the church on their birthdays,
when they are in the hospital,
or just because we know they
could use a pick-me-up.
In doing so, we are running
low on vases! If you have vases
you can donate to the church,
we would appreciate it. Please
drop it off in the kitchen on
the far counter by griddle.
Our favorites are those with
about a 3 inch wide opening at
the top.






Blue Jeans
men, women and children’s - all sizes
Tennis Shoes
men, women and children’s - all sizes
Back Packs with working zippers
Girls clothing
Sizes 2t, 3t, 4t, 5 and 6

THANK YOU
Have you noticed that things
are a little brighter around the
church? A great big thank you
to Cordell Klein, who donated
a load of LED lightbulbs for the
church! Thank you!

May Worship/Study Schedule
SUNDAY
Worship Services

WEDNESDAY
Family Night Supper

11:00 a.m.: The Gravity of the Son
1
1 John 5:1-6
PW Birthday Dinner after Worship - All Invited

.
FNS Study 4
STORIES OF FAITH - Sarah Propps

Worldviews, the Bible,
And the Believer

5

8

FNS Study 11
STORIES OF FAITH - Josh Davitt

Worldviews, the Bible,
And the Believer

12

11:00 a.m.: STORIES OF FAITH-PENTECOST 15
1 John 5:9-13

FNS Study 18
HYMNSING - Arthur Ghere-Folse

Worldviews, the Bible,
And the Believer

19

FNS Study TBD

Worldviews, the Bible,
And the Believer

26

11:00 a.m.: Senior Sunday & Youth Sunday
Mother’s Day

11:00 a.m.: The Word of Wisdom
Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31 CUTURAL

22

11:00 a.m.: Sticking With the Jesus Gospel
Galatians 1:1-12

29

THURSDAY
Brown Bag Bible Study

25
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Presbyterian Women Updates – April 2016
PW BIRTHDAY LUNCHEON May 1st
What is the Birthday Offering?
The Birthday Offering is a PW offering received in the spring of each year to celebrate
the blessings in the lives of Presbyterian Women. The offering funds up to five projects that
are not included in ongoing General Assembly mission support, such as agricultural development,
child care, community organization, criminal justice, drug counseling, economic justice,
elderly care, employment training, homelessness, literacy, violence and women’s concerns.
Grant Recipients
After reviewing numerous proposals, the Creative Ministries Offering Committee chose four projects
to receive grants from the 2016 Birthday Offering. Your gift to the 2016 Birthday Offering will allow
theses ministries to help at-risk youth in Kansas and Florida, girls in South Sudan, and individuals living
in California in manufactured homes that are in dire need of updates. The actual grant amounts for these
worthwhile programs will depend on gifts received in 2016. The goal for the offering is $500,000.
2016 RECIPIENTS
Heartland 180 - Overland Park, Kansas
Direct Action and Research Training Center - Miami, Florida
Habitat for Humanity - East Bay/Silicon Valley Oakland, California
Building Minds in South Sudan - Pittsford, New York
MARK THESE DATES ON YOUR CALENDAR!
PW Council Meeting – May 09, 12:00 pm
Zelle Moore Circle – May 12, 6:00 pm
Josephine Beck Circle – May 10, 10:00 am
Elizabeth Ann Greisser Circle – May 17, 10:00 am
PW Birthday Luncheon – May 01, Following Worship

Diaconate

The Diaconate mission for the 2nd quarter of 2016 will be
a fan/air conditioner drive. In order to help those in need
get through what is sure to be a hot summer the Diaconate is asking that members donate fans and/or money for
the 2nd quarter mission. The Diaconate will work with
other groups in town to get fans distributed properly, and
money collected will go towards the purchase of portable
air conditioners for distribution to those who have the
greatest risk of heat related injury, such as the elderly and
sick. This drive will allow FPC to make a major and lasting impact on our local community by helping the less
fortunate beat the heat!
You can direct any questions you have regarding
the 2nd quarter mission to Michael Gilliland or any other
member of the Diaconate.

Family Camp

It’s that time of year again! Family Camp will be held
June 24-26 at Jan-Kay Ranch in Detroit, Texas. Please
be on the look out for the sign up sheet, which will be
located outside the fellowship hall.

Men of the Church
Men of the Church Sunday is on Father’s Day, June 19th
this year. Please be on the look out for announcements
regarding Men of the Church Sunday.

Vacation Bible School
Save the dates for VBS! This year it will be held from
Monday, Aug. 1 to Friday, Aug. 5 from 9-12,
culminating to an all-day celebration on Sunday, Aug. 7.
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With Sympathy
The Family of
Julienne Hall

Fellowship of Presbyterians
Rev. Dr. Thomas Daniel will be
sharing a presentation on The
Fellowship of Presbyterians
Community in the PCUSA on
May 7th at FPC in Magnolia, AR.
There will be a car leaving the
church around 8:30 a.m. Saturday morning.

Rev. Dr. Susan Arnold News
Rev. Dr. Susan Arnold will be taking two weeks of Study/
Continuing Education leave from
May 9-13 (reading week) and 1620 (class work). She will be taking
a class at Gordon-Conwell Seminary in the Principles of Teaching
Preaching. The basics will cross
over to all forms of Teaching: better teaching here at FPC!!

SILENT HEART ATTACK: SYMPTOMS & RISKS
Symptoms of a Silent Heart Attack
Just like the name applies, a silent heart attach is a heart attach that has either no symptoms or minimal symptoms
or unrecognized symptoms. But it is likely any other heart attack where blood flow to section of the heart is temporarily blocked and can cause scarring and damage to the heart muscle.
Patients who go to the ER complaining of fatigue and problems related to heart disease, and discovers, through an
MRI or EKG, that the person had actually suffered a heart attack weeks or months ago, without ever realizing it.
People who have these so-called silent heart attacks are more likely to have non-specific and subtle symptoms, such
as indigestion or a case of the flu, or they may think that they strained a muscle in their chest or upper back. It also
may not be discomfort in the chest, it may be in the jaw or the upper back or arms. Some folks have prolonged and
excessive fatigue that is unexplained. Those are some of the less specific symptoms for a heart attack, but ones that
people may ignore or attribute to something else.
Causes of a Silent Attach in Women
A silent heart attack happens when the flow of blood is blocked in the coronary arteries by a build-up of plaque.
Studies differ, but some suggest that silent heart attacks are more common in women than in men. Women and
their physicians may also be more likely to chalk up symptoms of a silent heart attach to anxiety and dismiss them.
Still, the risk factors for a silent heart attack are the same as those for a recognized heart attack, and include high
blood pressure, high cholesterol, smoking, family history of heart disease, obesity and age.
A silent heart attack can be just as dangerous as tis more obvious counterpart. Because the event often leaves scarring and damage to the heart, it puts the person at greater risk of other heart problems. And because the person did
not know to seek treatment, blood flow to the heart might not have been restored early on, and no medications
were administered, so the impact could potentially be greater.
What to do During a Silent Heart Attack
Women do not always realize they are experiencing a medical emergency. If you do notice symptoms of a silent
heart attack, try to stay calm and call 911 immediately. When you get to the hospital, make it clear that you think
you may be having a heart attack and not an anxiety attack. Advocate for yourself, or, if you can, bring someone
along who will advocate for you.
How to Prevent a Silent Heart Attack
People need to know their risk factors. Be aware of their blood pressure and cholesterol, exercise regularly and
avoid smoking to decrease their risk of a heart attack. Above all, listen to your body, and if something is not right,
talk to your doctor.
An article from your Parish Nurse, Audrey Westergreen
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May Calendar
WEEKLY EVENTS

SUNDAY
9:30 a.m.
Prayer Time - Pastor’s Study
9:45 a.m.
Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal
11:00 a.m. Worship
3:00 p.m. Hand Bells
6:00 p.m. Youth Group
6:00 p.m. Bible Drill
MONDAY
6:00 p.m. Boy Scouts, Caddo Troop #8
WEDNESDAY
10:00 a.m. Card Ministry Team
2:00 p.m. Staff Meeting
5:00 p.m. Blood Pressure Check
5:30 p.m. CLICK Ministry
6:00 p.m. Family Night Supper
6:30 p.m. Godly Play - Evergreen Residents
6:30 p.m. Youth Group
7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal
THURSDAY
9:00 a.m. Angel Quilts
10:00 a.m. The Sharing Place
12:05 p.m. Brown Bag Bible Study

MAY BIRTHDAYS

1- Alivia Flowers
2 - Brian Flowers
3 - Gene Cogbill
4 - Ryan Boyles
5 - Sarang Kang
6 - Ethan Jackson
6 - Mary Helen Solomon
7 - Josh Johnson
9 - Zander Jackson
9 - Zane Jackson
11 - William Boyles

11 - Sarah Emerson
13 - Lonnie Siebel
15 - Connor Humphrey
16 - Cynthia Wesley
20 - Kristen Gibson
20 - Lilly Teague
22 - Anthony Emerson
24 - Gene Scott
28 - Courtland Olivet-Smith
29 - Dian Acruman

ANNIVERSARIES

15 ♥ Andee & John Tice Parks
23 ♥ Mona & Mark Fomby
24 ♥ Carey & Jason Morgan
25 ♥ Ruth & Buddy Bell

SPECIAL EVENTS

SUNDAY, MAY 1
10:30 a.m. Around the Coffee Pot
12:00 p.m. PW Birthday Dinner
6:00 p.m. Dinner for Randy Sam’s Shelter
MONDAY, MAY 2
5:30 p.m. Christian Education Committee Meeting
WEDNESDAY, MAY 4
5:15 p.m. Stewardship Committee Meeting
6:30 p.m. Testimony - Sarah Propps
THURSDAY, MAY 5
NO Brown Bag Lunch
SATURDAY, MAY 7
12:30 p.m. Youth Triennium Fundraiser
(3424 Richmond Rd)

SUNDAY, MAY 8
Youth Sunday & Mother’s Day
9:00 a.m. Senior Recognition Breakfast
11:00 a.m. Youth Sunday Worship Service
NO Evening Youth & CLICK Activities
MONDAY MAY 9
12:00 p.m. PW Coordinating Team Meeting
2:00 p.m. Federal Retiree Meeting
TUESDAY, MAY 10
10:00 a.m. Josephine Beck Circle Meeting
WEDNESDAY, MAY 11
5:00 p.m. Diaconate Committee Meeting
6:30 p.m. Testimony - Josh Davitt
THURSDAY, MAY 12
6:00 p.m. PW Zelle Moore Circle - Annex
SUNDAY, MAY 15
11:00 p.m. Pentecost Worship - Stories of Faith
TUESDAY, MAY 17
7:00 a.m. Men’s Breakfast
10:00 a.m. Greisser Circle Meeting
WEDNESDAY, MAY 18
5:00 p.m.
Evangelism Committee Meeting
5:00 p.m.
Parrish Nurse Meeting
6:30 p.m.
Hymn Sing (led by Arthur Ghere-Folse)
THURSDAY, MAY 26
5:00 p.m. Session Meeting
MONDAY, MAY 30
OFFICE CLOSED - MEMORIAL DAY
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Ongoing Financial Status
For the Two Months Ended March 31, 2016

Income
Expenses
Net Income (Loss)

MARCH

MARCH

Year to Date

Year to Date

Actual

Budget

Actual

Budget

$ 31,095.73

$ 26,109

$108,505.32

$78,570

31,992.83

29,069

88,894.50

87,211

(897.10)

(2879)

19,610.82

($8,641)

Texas Presbyterian Foundation
FEBRUARY
Initial Amount Invested

$115,853.23

Income Earned Since Inception

21,159.14

Subtotal

137,012.37

Unrealized Gains Since Inception
Total Value of TPF Funds

20,078.91
$157,091.28

What’s the Youth Group up to?
What are we doing Sunday nights?
1 - Youth Sunday Rehearsal
8 - Mother’s Day, not meeting
15 - Prayer and Support, why do we need it?
22 - Let’s Play GAGA!
29 - CLICK & Youth Barbeque (pending)

Save the Dates!
May 7 - Youth Fundraiser for the Triennium at 3424 Richmond Road, 12:30-6pm
May 8 - Youth/Senior Sunday Worship—please come to church by 9:30am for Senior Sunday
June 10-11 - Youth on the Water (float trip alternative) - we will be going to the Walravens’
Cabin in Murfeesburo, AR to fish on the river and boat on the lake. Details will be revealed later
this month.
August 20 - Slide the City in Shreveport! We will be going to slide down a 1000ft long slide! Sign
up by May 1st by submitting $25/person to the office. Parents, siblings, grandparents are all
welcome!

Senior Sunday
Please join us in celebrating our two graduating High School Seniors during Youth Sunday on
May 8, 2016. While not members, both the seniors have been active in the Youth group for
several years and we will host a Senior Recognition Breakfast honoring Matthew Knobloch &
Justin Shippey at 9:00 a.m. followed by worship led by the Youth at 11:00 a.m.
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APRIL in Pictures

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

516 Pecan Street
Texarkana, Arkansas 71854
Phone: 870-774-6453
Fax: 870-773-4199
E-mails: office@firstprestexarkana.org
pastor@firstprestexarkana.org

Our Mission Statement Is to Share the
Love of Christ, to Empower People to
Serve, and to Glorify God.

First Presbyterian Church of Magnolia invites you to attend a seminar about:
The Fellowship Community offers like minded Presbyterian churches the opportunity to
organize into Mission Affinity Groups to promote:1) improved programming for Youth
(such as retreats, service projects, and faith building events);2) training for teachers and
church officers; and 3) fellowship with other churches through multi-church weekend retreats. There are a host of other
benefits possible for participating churches that are limited only by the imagination, desire, and drive of participating congregations. To find out more about the wide ranging possibilities, you are invited to attend a seminar/workshop led by the
dynamic pastor of Covenant Presbyterian Church in Austin, Texas, the Rev. Dr. Thomas Daniel. The seminar will be held
at First Presbyterian Church, 1417 N. Jackson St., Magnolia, Arkansas on Saturday, May 7th beginning at 10am. We’ll
break for a complimentary BBQ lunch at noon, and finish up with questions after lunch for as long as you want to ask or
listen. Call the church at 870-234-2601 as soon as possible to reserve your place at the seminar.
The Rev. Dr. Thomas Daniel came to Covenant Presbyterian Church from Kairos Church in Atlanta,
Ga., where he was the organizing co-pastor. The new church development launched in September
2007 with seven people, and quickly grew to more than 300 members.
Born and raised in Atlanta, Thomas graduated from Davidson College. After teaching English in Japan for two years, he attended Columbia Theological Seminary, graduating with a Masters of Divinity in 2003 and a Doctor of Ministry in 2011. While in seminary, Thomas worked for three years as
the Director of College Ministry at North Avenue Presbyterian Church. Upon graduation, he served
as Associate Pastor for Evangelism at the same church before serving as Co-Pastor and Head of Staff at First Presbyterian
Church of Evanston, Ill. Thomas is married to Beth, who received her Doctor of Ministry from Columbia Seminary. They
have two young daughters: Miriam Grace and Hannah Joy. If you would like to see a video of Dr. Daniel you may go to
https://vimeo.com/145943195 for “What It Means to Be the Church in These Times”.
Saturday, May 7th, 2016
10:00 am to 2:00 pm
A Complimentary Lunch will Provided

