Our Mission Statement Is to Share the Love of Christ,
to Empower People to Serve, and to Glorify God.
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Just a few fallible words about
what I think from month to month…
Rev. Susan
I will give thanks to the LORD with my whole heart; I will recount all of your wonderful deeds. I will be glad
and exult in you; I will sing praise to your name, O Most High.
Psalm 9:1-2

When good things happen God commands us to share in order to encourage the church. Three ‘things’
happened here at FPC in the past two weeks that I want to shout from the Bell Tower for all to hear.
First, 16 elementary and Youth aged boys and 6 adult men gathered together on a Friday night to have “male-defined” fun; e.g. nerf-gun
wars and building cars out of cardboard. This was the first ever Bros Night
In, and was a super success. I imagine we’ll be discovering nerf darts
throughout the church building, as we do Easter Eggs outside, for the
next year. (This is NOT to neglect the Seniorita Fiesta Girls’ Night In, but
this was your second blowout while the boys were experiencing their
first!)
The next ‘thing’ happened at the February Session meeting; two of our 30-something members addressed
the Elders and spoke of their love of this particular church family and the desire of their age group compatriots to
be involved in its leadership. They asked that we consider their lives when we schedule committee meetings; because, unlike many of our more mature leadership, the younger folk do not have work-world flexibility to request
getting off at 4:30 p.m. in order to make a 5:00 meeting. Problem? Yes. But a good problem we can solve!
The third ‘thing’ happened after Men’s Breakfast on February 23rd. Dan Boyles delivered a “fine breakfast”
to Stacy Cogbill, Randy Lacy, and Bob Ransdell about 7:45 a.m. (BTW – these
guys live across the street from each other!!). What a way to begin a Tuesday
morning, if you haven’t been able to make Men’s Breakfast. Those guys know
how to cook and how to eat! And the sense of comradery from a well-delivered
breakfast? Well, in the infamous words of a particular credit card commercial,
that’s “priceless.” Thank you, Dan Boyles.
And a huge thank you to all who made the Bros Night In such a great experience, and to our 30somethings who are stepping up to the plate of leadership.
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Randy Sams’
Mission

The volunteers for the next
few months are as follows:
March 6
*Linda & Stacy Cogbill,
FPC Youth Group
April 3
*Jane & Pat Davitt
Trudy Pomeroy, Kathi
Hickerson & Val Buster
May 1
*Dean & Bob Ransdell
Sheila & Marshall Moore,
Margie Rhodes, &
Cynthia & John Wesley
* Denotes Group Coordinator
Additional volunteers
would be helpful for
these months: March,
August, October, &
December. All you need to
do is contact the Team
Coordinator for the specific
month you desire, or Pat
Davitt of the 2016 Diaconate.
Again, please consider being
a local mission volunteer for
FPC and this great calling!

Lenten

Concert

Our Music Director and Organist Arthur Ghere will be
playing as part of the First
United Methodist Church's
(Arkansas) Noon Lent Concert Series on March 2nd. We
hope you will bless our downtown community churches
and our Music Director, Arthur, with your support.

The Diaconate mission for the 1st quarter of
2016 is "Socks 'n Undies Sundays".
Suggested contributions include socks, underwear, and T-shirts for all ages. A collection
box is outside of the Fellowship Hall. Tying
in with the Youth Group's focus this year on
homelessness, the items will be distributed to
age and gender appropriate locations including Randy Sams and our own Sharing Place.

Easter Egg Hunt

The annual Easter Egg Hunt
will be held Saturday, March 26
at Kathi Hickerson’s home,
10 North Valley Drive,
Texarkana, Arkansas,
and will begin at 11:00 a.m.
Please start bringing candy to
fill our eggs to the box outside
of the Fellowship Hall.
*No Eggs please,
we’ve got plenty!

Decision America
We know that Prayer is the key to saving our country. Dr. Franklin Graham
(Samaritan’s Purse and Billy Graham’s son) has organized a group to come to
each state in America starting last month, January, who will stand on the steps of
the capital of each state with all those who have come to gather and pray for
personal forgiveness and for forgiveness of our country’s wrong doings and
promise that we will help our country turn back to following the Lord. He has a
scheduled stop for each of the 50 state capitals that will end before the election in
November. There will be no mention of any political party, issue, or agenda and
no candidate from either party is allowed to come. This is strictly to pray for our
country and ask forgiveness. The schedule for Arkansas and Texas is the
following:
Little Rock, Tuesday, April 12th, at 12:00 PM at the Capital Steps
500 Woodlane Street, Little Rock, Arkansas
Austin, Tuesday, April 26th, at 12:00 PM at the Capital Steps
1100 Congress Avenue, Austin, Texas
I plan to go to both so if anyone is interested in going please let me know
(903-791-0349). I think it will be a blessed trip and much needed at this time in
our history. If you want more information you can go to the website
DecisionAmericaTour.com. The verse they want us to hold to is “If my people
who are called by My name will humble themselves, and pray and seek my face,
and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and will forgive
their sin and heal their land. II Chronicles 7:14”.
Looking forward to talking to you,
Beth Morgan
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Presbyterian Women Updates — February 2015
Josephine Beck Circle – March 08, 10:00 am
Zelle Moore Circle – March 10, 6:00 pm
PW Council Meeting – March 14, 12:00 pm
*Joint Circle Luncheon - March 15 11:30 a.m.
June Owens – Beck Circle
Brenda Works – Greisser Circle
Val Buster – Moore Circle
(* Mrs. Kathi Hickerson will be our speaker and will talk about her journey in faith.)

LENTEN STUDY
AND SERVICES
Join us for LIVING LENT, a
special series of services
for the season of Lent.
Each service in this series
focuses on a word to consider while living Lent as
Easter people. Each
Wednesday and Sunday
we will explore a different
theme.

It’s never too late to join a new bible study,
so come on down on and join Brown Bag
Bible Study with the one and only Rev!
New insights guaranteed!

March Worship/Study Schedule
SUNDAY
Worship Services - 11:00 a.m.

WEDNESDAY
FNS - 6:00 p.m.

THURSDAY
Brown Bag Bible Study - 12:05 p.m.
2

Living Lent “Praise”
Living Lent “Praise”
6
O.T.: Psalm 34:1-10 N.T.: Romans 5:1-8
5:30 p.m.: Lenten Taizé Worship
Living Lent: “Pain”
13
O.T.: Isaiah 53:3-11 N.T.: 1 Peter 2:21-25
5:30 p.m.: Lenten Taizé Worship
Living Lent: “Palms”
20
O.T.: Psalm 24:3-8 N.T.: Luke:19:28-38
5:30 p.m.: Lenten Taizé Worship
Living Lent: “Paradise”
27
O.T.: Isaiah 65:17-25 N.T.: Luke 24:1-12
5:30 p.m.: Lenten Taizé Worship

3
World Views, the Bible, and the Believer

9
Living Lent “Pain”

10
Worldviews, the Bible, and the Believer

16
Living Lent “Prayer”
(NO Wednesday Night Activities)
MAUNDY THURSDAY
24
(6:00 p.m. Supper & 7:00 p.m. Service)
30
Health 1stSeries Alzheimer's

17
Worldviews, the Bible, and the Believer
24
Worldviews, the Bible, and the Believer
31
Worldviews, the Bible, and the Believer
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SUNDAY NIGHT YOUTH GROUP
March 6th
Serve at Randy Sam’s (4:30pm)
March 13th
Summer Talks
March 20th
Easter Egg Hunt Prep
March 27th
No Youth Group—Easter
COMING UP THIS SPRING
March 26th
We need your help with the Easter Egg Hunt at 10AM! And then
we’ll come back to church for our own Cyber Egg Hunt, at 1pm.
April 1-3
The Arkansas Presbytery Senior High (Gr. 9-12) Youth Quake is on the first weekend of April. If you
would like to attend, please let Sarang know by March 10th.

On Saturday, February 27th, 21 youth group students and 32 adult volunteers from 5 different downtown churches, First Presbyterian, St. James’ Episcopal, St. Edward’s Catholic, Central Christian, and First United Methodist came
together at the gym of First United Methodist Church, Arkansas for Mission Texarkana, a Homeless Awareness Project, and continued at the Salvation Army for
dinner with some homeless individuals. The Project gave each youth the identity
of a homeless person who then had to navigate their way through the 23 different
stations to try and figure out how to get from their unique homeless situation to
attaining housing in 30-5 minute days.
All the students said that it was challenging and eye opening to see what
some homeless people have to go through to acquire housing. They realized that
one mistake, such as leaving their kids at school therefore being arrested for child
abandonment, or one situation that is no fault of their own, such as the shelter
being closed for a pest infestation, therefore having to find alternative shelter, led them to be late to
work, therefore fired, could really set them back. Many of them also realized that marriage and partnership often make things easier, however having kids complicates things to no end.
We had two youth participants from our church, Chris Gilliland and Taylor Sexton, and 5 adult
volunteers, Kristina Ellis, Tony Uzzell, Sue Ellen Hall, Nancy Emerson, and Josh Davitt. Thank you so
much for your help! It truly takes a village to teach our students the love of God for all His people.
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Love To See A Beautiful Bride?

Easter Lilies

Wedding hostesses are needed for just that at FPC. This
is a really fun job to help the bride in planning her special day in our beautiful sanctuary. There are specific
wedding policies that must be followed. The hostess
meets with the bride before the wedding to review these
policies. The hostess must be available at the rehearsal
and at the wedding to make sure that the guidelines are
adhered to. The hostess is not the wedding planner, just
the liaison from our church who
makes sure all the plans of both the
bride and the church are approved and
implemented. If you are interested in
being trained to help with a wedding,
please contact Gail Cogbill, Vicki
Deskin, or Remica Gray.

Easter Lily order forms are now available in the office.
They are $10 per Lily and must be ordered by March
18th. For the more technologically savvy, those coming from a distance, and for those who would prefer
to pay with a credit card, we have introduced a new
way of ordering Easter Lilies. You can now put in the
order from our website at the
following link: http://
www.firstprestexarkana.org/
easter-lily-order-form/. You
can also scan the QR code to
access the page from your
phone.

With Sympathy

Evangelism Updates
Parents’ Night Out
March 4th 6-8:30pm
Drive-In Movie Night
Help us support the Stray Cat Alliance Texarkana (SCAT) while building cars &
watching cartoons.

Dr. Charles Henry, son-inlaw of member Lillian Rorie,
passed away on February
25th, 2016.

What is Taizé ?
In the south of Burgundy, France, lays a small village called Taizé. This village, founded over seventy years ago by Brother Roger, is home to a monastic community devoted to prayer and reconciliation. While many people make pilgrimages to Taizé to experience the community and prayer
life, most experience Taizé through the ways that community comes to us, namely by the characteristics it has contributed to Christian worship practices. While Taizé worship as practiced in the
monastic community cannot be simply imitated, it can and has been adapted by many Christian
communities in the United States.
Taizé worship is a prayer service consisting of scripture, meditative singing, and periods of silence. Repetition of liturgy, prayers, and songs is an important part of Taizé worship. The music is simple. Psalms are often sung as songs in
the services along with other hymns. Simple, powerful phrases are focused on and repeated to aid with the meditation. Silence is also an important part of Taizé services. At planned times the music and liturgy cease, giving people a
chance to reflect on what they have just been singing and saying.
(comments taken from the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America)
For this Lenten season, our church will use resources from the Iona Community, an ecumenical Christian community of women and men who seek to live out the Gospel in a way that is radical, inclusive, and relevant to life in the
21st century.
Taizé services at First Presbyterian Church have been scheduled for the following Sundays during the Lenten Season:
March 6, March 13, and March 20. Services will begin at 5:30pm and will be held in the sanctuary.
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WEEKLY EVENTS

SUNDAY
9:30 a.m.
Prayer Time - Pastor’s Study
9:45 a.m.
Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal
11:00 a.m. Worship
3:00 p.m. Hand Bells
6:00 p.m. Youth Group
6:00 p.m. Bible Drill
MONDAY
9:30 a.m. Exercise IV Him - Fellowship Hall
WEDNESDAY
10:00 a.m. Card Ministry Team
2:00 p.m. Staff Meeting
5:00 p.m. Blood Pressure Check
5:30 p.m. CLICK Ministry
6:00 p.m. Family Night Supper
6:30 p.m. Bible Study
6:30 p.m. Godly Play - Evergreen Residents
6:30 p.m. Youth Group
7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal
THURSDAY
9:00 a.m. Angel Quilts
10:00 a.m. The Sharing Place
12:05 p.m. Brown Bag Bible Study

SPECIAL EVENTS

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 2
12:00 p.m. Lent Recital at 1st United Methodist Church
Arthur M. Ghere-Folse Playing
5:15 p.m. NO Stewardship Committee Meeting
FRIDAY, MARCH 4
6:00 p.m. Parents’ Night Out - Drive In
SUNDAY, MARCH 6

4 - Julie Lavender
5 - Claire McCasland
7 - Kevin Thompson
8 - Susan Morehead
8 - Alexander Sexton
13 - Edna Upchurch
14 - Melanie Gloster
14 - Charles Morgan
15 - Hodge Thompson
17 - Kaley Thannum

22 - Ruth Penney Bell
23 - Jordan Johns
24 - Karin Lincoln
25 - Doug Anthony
25 - Shannon Davitt
26 - Jeannie Sexton
28 - Kathy Boyles
28 - Greg Groenke
29 - Don Johnson
31 - Ryan Black

10:03 a.m. Around the Coffee Pot
5:30 p.m. Lent Taizé Service
4:30 p.m. Youth Meeting to Prepare for Randy Sams’
6:00 p.m. Dinner for Randy Sams’ Shelter
6:00 p.m. NO CLICK BIBLE DRILL
MONDAY, MARCH 7
5:30 p.m. Christian Education Committee Meeting
TUESDAY, MARCH 8
7:00 a.m. Men’s Breakfast
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 9
5:00 p.m. Diaconate Meeting
SATURDAY, MARCH 12
9:00 a.m. Downtown Garden Committee Meeting
SUNDAY, MARCH 13
5:30 p.m. Lent Taizé Service
MONDAY, MARCH 14
12:00 p.m. PW Council Meeting - Library
2:00 p.m. Federal Retiree Meeting
TUESDAY, March 15
11:30 a.m. Joint PW Circle Luncheon
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 16
12:30 p.m. Worship Committee Meeting
5:00 p.m. Evangelism Committee Meeting
5:00 p.m. Parish Nurse Meeting
THURSDAY, MARCH 17
5:00 p.m. Session Meeting
SUNDAY, MARCH 20
5:30 p.m. Lent Taizé Service
TUESDAY, MARCH 22
7:00 a.m. Men’s Breakfast
THURSDAY, MARCH 24
5:00 p.m. Personnel Committee Meeting
5:30 p.m. CLICK Ministry
6:00 p.m. Family Night Supper
7:00 p.m. Maundy Thursday Service
FRIDAY, MARCH 25
GOOD FRIDAY
SATURDAY, MARCH 26
11:00 a.m. CLICK Easter Egg Hunt (Kathi Hickerson’s)
1:00 p.m. Youth Easter Egg Hunt (Church)
SUNDAY, MARCH 27
NO YOUTH GROUP (EASTER)

14 ♥ Kristen & Brad Gibson
16 ♥ Karen & Marty Flowers
27 ♥ Lyndsay & Jeff Morgan
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Ongoing Financial Status
For the One Month Ended January 31, 2016
Actual

Budget

(One Month)

(One Month)

Income

$37,975

$24,940

Expenses

29,031

31,946

Net Income (Loss)

$8,944

($7,006)

Texas Presbyterian Foundation
JANUARY
Initial Amount Invested

$115,853

Income Earned Since Inception

15,041

Subtotal

130,894

Unrealized Gains Since Inception

26,581

Total Value of TPF Funds

$157,475

Here’s Where We Are regarding the 2016 budget:
2016 Projected Income and Expense
Revised 2/21/2016
Income
Pledges
Plate--projected
Other Income
Total projected income

$224,280
$75,000
0
$299,280

Expenses
2016 Proposed expenses

$346,489
$47,209

Estimated shortfall
Pledges lost due to death or move

$46,400
Difference

($809)

In 2015 we had 55 pledges for a total of $292,270.00.
For 2016 we have 47 pledges for $224,280.00.
37 of those entities pledged last year for a total of $199,660.00.
We have 10 new pledges this year totaling $24,620.00.
Of those that pledged in 2015, 4 are deceased for $41,600.00,
and 2 have moved for $4,800.00.

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

516 Pecan Street
Texarkana, Arkansas 71854
Phone: 870-774-6453
Fax: 870-773-4199
E-mails: 1stpresbytxk@cableone.net
revsusan1stpres@cableone.net

Our Mission Statement Is to Share the
Love of Christ, to Empower People to
Serve, and to Glorify God.

New Church Management Software
For the past few months, we have been having difficulty with CDM+, which is our church management software. Our new
treasurer did some research and found a much more user friendly software that is web-based so can be accessed from anywhere in the world by only the persons we have designated as authorized users. This software allows us to limit access for
each unique user. For example, Rev. Susan will have access to the budget and usage but not to contributions. Sarang on the
other hand will not be able to access financial data at all. In other words, she will only have access to membership and attendance records. The treasurer and secretary will have access to everything.
Any questions about the new software, www.churchtraconline.com can be directed to the 2016 treasurer, Maggie Uzzell.

College Students @ Montreat cont.

My first workshop was on Faith and Disabilities. The workshop focused on what we can do to, not just include, but truly
make disabled children and adults a part of our worship services. As I had been choosing the workshops, there were others
that stuck out to me but when it came down to it, I felt like I needed to be at this one. Our Wednesday night suppers and
Sunday morning church services include many differently abled adults and children and I think that it's our job as their
friends and brothers and sisters in Christ to make sure they feel as enriched and included in this church family as we do.
The activity we participated in consisted of starting with a worship-service-clean-slate. We completely broke down and
disregarded what a regular service looks like and built one solely around an individual with very specific needs. My small
group built ours around a 21 year old man with autism who is very friendly and outspoken but has little attention span.
From there, we created a hands-on, interactive worship service that would appeal to him while still getting across that
day’s message. I left that workshop with my mind spinning about how we can actively involve our differently abled children into our worship service.
At this point, my notebook was full of notes about what I could bring home to specifically help our youth. I realized then
that when I thought this whole conference was going to be about me, I was very sorely mistaken. It was solely about what
we, as a church, can do for each other.
Ruth Arnold

