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Just a few fallible words about what I think from month to month…
Rev. Susan
For I know the plans I have for you, declares the LORD,
plans for wholeness and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope.
Jeremiah 29:11
The idea of hiring an outside consultant to lead our congregation in a long-range planning and discernment process was brought
to the Session last December. After learning that we were exploring the possibility of working with Michael Vinson as that consultant, the Presbytery’s Congregational & Pastoral Care Committee offered to assistance us financially with $2500 toward the
total cost of $10,000. An anonymous donor has offered to contribute another $2500 – making the church’s out-of-pocket expenses $5000. The Session continues to investigate this possibility – three elders will be sharing reports with us in the near future from churches with whom Rev. Vinson has worked. We would like for you, the congregation, to investigate as well. Below
are two links you may peruse to learn more about Michael Vinson. http://jmichaelvinson.com/exploring-next-steps-ministry
http://jmichaelvinson.com/supporting-church-growth-and-development
Another opportunity to learn about Rev. Vinson, and what he does, is coming Friday, June 2 at Ferncliff Camp and Conference
Center. Rev. Vinson will be leading a free workshop for Arkansas Presbytery’s June meeting. If you would like to attend, please
register. Let me know – several of us may be driving over together that morning. See details below.

Fostering A Life-Nurturing Environment in Your Congregation
The Presbytery's Future of the Church Ministry Area is sponsoring a workshop Friday afternoon, June 2 beginning at
1 pm at Ferncliff Camp and Conference Center. This workshop is the first of three to be offered by Future of the
Church on the theme "Thriving in Change."
Rev. Michael Vinson, Presbytery Resource for Mission Discernment, is the workshop
leader for the series. Michael has been engaged by the Presbytery of Arkansas to
assist in a number of ways: working to help bridge the work between committees during the Presbytery's reorganization process, identifying needs for ministry, helping
committees identify ways to live into their mission, as well as identifying and helping
to address issues important to the church and the presbytery during this rapidly
changing time. Michael brings us his skills in leadership and organizational development along with the perspective of being a long-standing member of Presbytery, a
combination that ensures that the workshops are pertinent to Presbytery at this time.
There is no cost for the workshop and dinner is provided to workshop attendees.
The first workshop for learning how to thrive in change is "Fostering a Life-Nurturing
Environment in Your Congregation." Even if you already have a life-nurturing environment in your congregation, times of change can be life-depleting. You may be in a
congregation environment that has already lost ground towards a life-depleting environment with its accompanying
stuckness and even conflict. Life-nurturing climates within congregations are more suited to thriving in change. You
probably know this.
In this workshop, we will explore some ways to foster a life-nurturing environment. You will get tips and tools to get
the conversations started so that your congregation can choose whether it wants to put some time and energy into
fostering a life-nurturing environment. These tips and tools, framed within a bigger picture of strengthening the congregation's capacity to thrive in these times of constant (and often rapid) change may be just what the congregation is
wanting.
You will also get tips and tools that will assist you if the initial conversations conclude that the congregation does want
to invest time and energy to learn to thrive in change. They are simple, easy to understand, and easy to use. The program that Michael bases his work from has as a guiding principle to keep it simple. The premise is that when the tips
and tools used are simple, it is possible to handle complexity. (Continued on Page 8; last page of publication)
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Not Another TED Talk, A TPF Talk!
Wednesday Night, June 7
You have heard it said that a church is much more than bricks and
mortar. While that is very true, the reality is when the actual bricks
and mortar start crumbling, they get the Building & Grounds committee’s full attention! During a tour of the church campus a couple of
years ago, it became very apparent this was our new reality. Building
& Grounds presented the Session with a hefty guess-timate for “tuckpointing” the Sanctuary – around $500,000. Wow! Nerves were
calmed when B&G said the project could wait for another 10 or so
years. Whew! That gave us time to think about a Capital Improvement
Campaign to raise the funds necessary for this important restoration
project. I mentioned this future need to our Texas Presbyterian Foundation representative, Stephanie Marsden, back in March. She graciously scheduled a visit to speak with our Stewardship Committee &
our Congregation at Family Night Supper on Wednesday, June 7. She will share ideas about how our existing Endowment can
aid a Capital Campaign project.

Family Camp
It’s that time of year again! Family
Camp will be held June 23-25 at
Jan-Kay Ranch in Detroit, Texas.
Please contact Betty Anthony to
sign up today!
† In Loving Memory †
Rebecca Sue Burns
February 2, 1947-May 12, 2017
Derrell Andrews
December 29, 1938-May 15, 2017
Edith Ferguson
May30, 2017

Randy Sams’ Mission
The 1st Sunday night of each month
a dinner is served for the shelter.
Below is the schedule of volunteers
in charge of these dinners.

June 4
*Becky & Kevin Thompson
Betty Anthony, Beth & Dee Dee
McHenry-Pope

July 2
*Mona & Mark Fomby
Susan Morehead & John Quinn
(*Denotes Group Coordinator)
Additional volunteers would be
helpful for these months. Please
contact the team coordinator to
offer assistance.

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
On February 11, 2017, Presbytery of the Pines re-commissioned us for continued
service in Bangladesh as mission co-workers of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). Now
that we have finished our six-month’s of Interpretation Assignment in the U.S., we will
return to Bangladesh on May 18 to resume our work helping the Church of Bangladesh, a
partner church of the PC (USA), minister to the sick and suffering in the name of Jesus
Christ. We will visit the sick in poor rural villages, help plan and implement community
health programs and advise on patient care at Christian Mission Hospital in the northwest
city of Rajshahi, where we will live.
We are deeply grateful to have had the opportunity to visit you during our time
in the U.S. We look forward to keeping you and all the congregations of Pine Presbytery
informed about out work. Youth faith give us strength and encouragement to continue in
our ministry.
May the grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
Your fellow servants,
Drs. Leslie and Cynthia Morgan

Love To See A Beautiful Bride? Become our FPC Wedding Hostess!
Heartfelt thanks to Gail Cogbill and Vicki Deskin for their many years of
faithful service in this role. They are ready to retire, so new wedding hostesses are needed at FPC. This is a really fun job to help the bride in planning her special day in our beautiful sanctuary. There are specific wedding
policies that must be followed and a well-planned notebook to help along the
way. The hostess meets with the bride before the wedding to review these
policies. The hostess must be available at the rehearsal and at the wedding
to make sure that all guidelines are followed. The hostess is not the wedding
planner, just the liaison from our church who makes sure all the plans of
both the bride and the church are approved and implemented. If you are
interested in being trained to help with a wedding, please contact the
church office. A $250 stipend is available with this service.

Gospel Sunday on June 4
At the 11:00am worship Mary Scott Goode will join
us on the piano for familiar hymns and gospel anthems. An excited choir is ready and they hope to
see you there on June 4th.
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Presbyterian Women Updates
June, July & August 2017
PW Women PW Meetings & Are Cancelled for the months of June, July & August.
We will resume our meetings starting in September.

Children of the Church
Movie in spring lake park

Children’s Mission
Wednesdays in June
June 7—Sharing Place
Exploration & Volunteering
June 14—Labyrinth & Orchard
Visit with Sue Ellen
June 21—Sharing Place
Volunteering
June 28—Card Making for
Shut-Ins with Linda

June 8 @ 7:45
Meet in the park at 7:30
Please RSVP with the church office. All
children must have an adult attend the
movie with him or her. Movie is free,

bring any food or drinks wanted.
Movie is rated pg

Dear FPC Family,
We were touched by the farewell festivities at Family Night Supper on May 24. It is a wonderful thing to gather
with friends for a meal as we do most Wednesday evenings, and we will miss sitting at “our” table knowing that we are surrounded on all sides with those we love, our extended church family. Our last FNS was sad, knowing that this room full of
brothers and sisters will be left behind and our place at the table will be empty. But that last meal in the Fellowship Hall
was happy, as we were reminded of the affection we have for one another and ate delicious food and those beautiful cakes
decorated especially for us. Sue Ellen graced us with an original song that captured who we are so perfectly, Dr. Susan
made the kindest comments and led us in a beautiful liturgy, Ruth told a story that has stuck with both her and Jim for a
long time recalling happy times at Arkansas High School, Val gave us acrostics that brought smiles to our faces and tears to
our eyes, and all of you who were present (and some who could not be there) wrote us notes and gave us gifts that reminded us of why we have made this our church home for the past several years. We ended the evening singing Natalie Sleeth's
perfect round, “Go Now In Peace,” such a fitting message that encourages us to take the peace of Christ into a world that
needs peace so desperately. We appreciate the kind words, both written and spoken, that sent us on our way with hearts
full of love for all of you. From the bottom of our hearts, we thank you.
With heartfelt gratitude,
Jim and Brenda Works
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JUNE CALENDAR
WEEKLY EVENTS

SUNDAY
9:45 a.m.
Sunday School
10:30 a.m.
Chancel Choir Rehearsal
11:00 a.m.
Worship
6:00 p.m.
Sunday Evening Meal
6:30 p.m.
Youth Group
6:30 p.m.
Adult Bible Study
6:30 p.m.
Children’s Time
MONDAY
6:00 p.m.
Boy Scouts Troup #8 Meeting - Annex
TUESDAY
10:00 a.m.
Staff Meeting
6:00 p.m.
Yoga of Twelve Step Recovery - Fellowship Hall
WEDNESDAY
10:00 a.m.
Card Ministry Team
5:30 p.m.
CLICK Ministry
6:00 p.m.
Family Night Supper
6:30 p.m.
Bible Study
6:30 p.m.
Godly Play - Evergreen Residents
6:30 p.m.
Youth Group
THURSDAY
9:00 a.m.
Angel Quilts
10:00 a.m.
The Sharing Place

SPECIAL EVENTS

THURSDAY, June 1
6:00 p.m.
S.C.A.T. (Stray Cat Alliance of Texarkana)
Meeting - Annex
SUNDAY, June 4
10:30 a.m.
Around the Coffee Pot
11:00 a.m.
Worship - Gospel Sunday
12:15 p.m.
Christian Education Meeting
6:00 p.m.
Dinner for Randy Sams’
6:00 p.m.
Summer Camp Meeting with Parents/Youth
Attending Camps
SATURDAY, June 3
11:30 a.m.
Labyrinth & Memorial Orchard
Dedication Ceremony

WEDNESDAY, June 7
6:00 p.m.
Stewardship Committee Meeting - Library
6:30 p.m.
Special Guest - Stephanie Marsden of
Texas Presbytery Foundation
THURSDAY, June 8
7:30 p.m.
Movie Night at Spring Lake Park - “Sing”
SUNDAY, June 11
Youth to Leave for Camp - Montreat, NC
3:00 p.m.
Worship Committee Meeting
MONDAY, June 12
2:00 p.m.
Federal Retiree Meeting - Fellowship Hall
TUESDAY, June 13
7:00 a.m.
Men’s Breakfast
WEDNESDAY, June 14
5:00 p.m.
Diaconate Meeting - Fellowship Hall
SATURDAY, June 17
8:30 a.m.
Church Work Day
SUNDAY, June 18
Father’s Day & Layman’s Sunday
WEDNESDAY, June 21
5:00 p.m.
Evangelism Meeting - Library
THURSDAY, June 22
5:00 p.m.
Session Meeting - Library
FRIDAY June 23 - SUNDAY JUNE 25
Family Camp
SUNDAY, June 25
Youth Leaving for Music Camp - Montreat, NC
TUESDAY, June 27
7:00 a.m.
Men’s Breakfast
TUESDAY, July 4
OFFICE CLOSED - 4th of July Holiday

Brown Bag Bible
Study
Is taking a break until September. We will resume September
7, 2017 with a study of C.S. Lewis’ classic, Screwtape Letters.

JUNE BIRTHDAYS
1
1
3
3
4
5
7
8
11
14
15
16
18

Wanda Davis
Courtney Holland
Pat Baker
Jane Portis
Lil McClerkin
Randy Sarrett
Steven Burns
Emma Kaye Lisenby
Bruce Malcolm
Marlee Jackson
Ethan Davitt
Emory Johns
Nelda LeBoeuf

18
20
21
21
25
25
26
30
30
30
30

Edward Richards
John Arnold
Linda Cogbill
Georgette Peckham
June Owen
Chris Gilliland
Kenneth Lindsey
Ron Cantu
John Wesley
Griffin Johnson
Leola Allen

2
5
9
12
17
20
20
21
30

Ginger & Allen Gray
Lucy & Randy Sarrett
Cynthia & Lary Walker
Patty & Willis Smith
Erica & Brett Jackson
Stephanie & Mark Jackson
Shirley & Ted Cline
Gail & Gene Cogbill
Jeannie & Richard Sexton

Happy
Wedding
Anniversary!

Vacation Bible School 2017

July 17—21
9:00 am—12:00
Learn
about
your
architect
Requested Items for VBS:

VBS volunteers are needed for areas such as games/
recreation, music, snacks, Bible lesson teachers, shepherds, decorating, check-in, opening worship people, and
also general help for other areas. If you are interested in
helping please call Arthur at the church office (870-7746453) or e-mail him at music@firstprestexarkana.org.

Paper towel tubes, 6 pool
noodles, glue sticks, hardware
washers, 15 battery operated
toothbrushes (from Dollar
Tree), & misc pieces of fabric &
yarn.
A pre-thanks for your
donation toward VBS

VBS 2017 Registration
Name:________________
Age:___

Gender:____

Birthdate:__/__/__

Please return completed form
to the church office

Grade completed in 2017:___
Parent’s name:________________ cell phone:___________
Address:________________________________________
E-mail:_________________ home Church:_______________
Allergies:______________________
Other needed info:________________
In case of emergency contact:
Name:_______________ phone:__________
Relationship to child:___________________

Youth conference
June 11— thru 17
Montreat, nc

YOUTH

Worship conference

NEWS

Montreat, nc

June 25 thru july 1

JUNE
2017
Pray for Connor, Ethan D., Taylor, Austin, Seth, Alex, Bailey,
Arthur, and Susan M. for travel safety to and from
Montreat, NC, but most importantly that the youth and
adults will have a great time experiencing Christ through
fellowship, Bible study, worship, and games.

Youth will continue their
“Temptations” Bible
Study every Sunday
Evening in June at 6:00
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Summer Camp Meeting
If you or a youth of yours is
going to camp, there is a
summer camp meeting held
at the church on June 4 at
6:00 to talk about information concerning camp. If
you cannot make it or have
any questions, please contact Arthur.

First Presbyterian Church

Monthly Financial Highlights - April 2017

Income
Expense
Net Gain (Loss)

$
$
$

April
Actual
35,773
30,823
4,950

$
$
$

April
Budget
26,010 $
29,545 $
(3,535) $

YTD
Actual
94,217 $
122,615 $
(28,398) $

YTD
Budget
104,040
118,172
(14,132)

Texas Presbyterian Foundation
Initial Amount Invested
Income Earned Since Inception
Subtotal
Unrealized Gains Since Inception
Total Value of TPF Funds
as of April 30, 2017

$
$
$
$
$

115,853.23
27,266.83
143,120.06
31,203.57
174,323.63

Please help us congratulate, send blessings & words of wisdom to our 2016/2017 Graduates:
Corey Sharp; 2016 Texas A & M University, Texarkana, graduate with a BA in Applied Arts & Sciences.
Taylor Sexton; 2017 Arkansas High School graduate and will be attending Baylor University in the Fall.
Kevin Thompson; 2017 Texas High School graduate and will be attending Baylor University, with pre med
intentions, in the Fall.
Claire Norton; 2017 Rhodes College graduate with a BA in Anthropology & Sociology with a Minor in
Archaeology & Environmental Studies.
Laura Davis; 2017 University of Oklahoma graduate with a BA in Environmental
Sustainability and will be attending NYU in the fall for Urban Planning.
Reagon Thompson; 2017 North Central Texas College graduate with an A.S.
Radiologic Technology.
Greer Veon; 2017 Cum Laude - Hendrix College graduate and will be pursuing a
Master of Fine Arts degree at Sarah Lawrence College in New York in the Fall.
Erin Gloster; 2017 Texas A & M University, Texarkana and will be attending the
University of Arkansas to pursue a Masters Degree.

Diaconate Summer 2017
We have enjoyed a very pleasant spring; but we need to look to the future and the sweltering summer heat. Your
Diaconate did look forward earlier this year and planned the 2nd Quarter Mission to be a fan and/or portable air conditioner
drive. This mission will end on June 30th so we need your support asap! There has not been much response to this mission, so
please remember there are those who are not as fortunate as we are and therefore if you could give generously either
through providing fans, monies to purchase fans, or to even help purchase air conditioners, we could do our part in providing
relief to these persons/families.
The monetary donations may be left in the church office with a notation that it is for the 2nd Quarter Mission for the fan
drive. The 3rd Quarter mission will be with the Diaconate supporting the VBS mission of monies for the Sharing Place or the
Doorway to Home Project.
Your Much Needed Support Is Appreciated Beyond Belief! Much Thanks, Your FPC Diaconate

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

516 Pecan Street
Texarkana, AR 71854
www.firstprestexarkana.org
pastor@firstprestexarkana.org
Church Staff
Reverend Dr. Susan M. Arnold, Pastor
Cell: (903) 908-5487
Arthur M. Ghere-Folse, Director of
Music, Organist & Christian
Education Administrator
Rebecca Johnson, Administrative Assistant
Ron Cantu, Custodian
Sheila Moore, Clerk of Session
Val Buster, Moderator of Diaconate
Maggie Morgan, Church Treasurer
Our Mission Statement Is to Share the Love of
Christ, to Empower People to Serve, and to
Glorify God.

June Worship/Study Schedule
Sunday-11:00 a.m.
Worship
What Happens in Camp Stays in the Camp 4
Numbers 11:24-30 & Acts 2:1-21
Pentecost
A Holy Trinity: Peace, Unity, & Purity
11
Psalm 8 & 2 Corinthians 13:11-13
Trinity Sunday
Layman’s Sunday/Father’s Day
18
Gen. 18:1-15(21:1-7) & Ps. 116:1-2, 12-19
Rom. 5:1-8 & Matt. 9:35-10:8 (9-23)
A Conflict of Interest
25
Gen. 21:8-21 & Matt. 10:24-39

Sunday-6:30 p.m.
Study
Worldviews: The Bible & Believer 4
Online Instructor: N. T. Wright

Wednesday-6:00 p.m.
Family Night Supper
Texas Presbyterian Foundation 7
Stephanie Marsden

Worldviews: The Bible & Believer 11
Online Instructor: N. T. Wright

Kerygma-The Bible & Theology 14
Where is Authority? –New Testament

Worldviews: The Bible & Believer 18
Online Instructor: N. T. Wright
Worldviews: The Bible & Believer 25
Online Instructor: N. T. Wright

TBA

21

Kerygma-The Bible & Theology 28
Where is Authority? – Church History

(Continuation from Page 1; first page of publication)
This workshop would be for you:
If you want to increase your skills in helping your church thrive in change
If you are concerned that enthusiasm is going down
If you have noticed that there is growing negativity
If you are seeking more willingness by members of your congregation
If you are looking for ways to get "unstuck" and move forward in ministry
If you are ready to get resolution on recurring issues
If you are concerned about loss of membership and finances
Friday, June 2, 2017 @ 1 pm / The (New) Dining Hall / Ferncliff Camp and Conference Center / 1720 Ferncliff Road,
Little Rock, AR 72223 / Registration required at: http://www.ultracamp.com/info/sessiondetail.aspx?
idCamp=678&campCode=fcc&idSession=1559. If you have difficulty registering, phone Ferncliff at 501-821-3063.

