OUR MISSION STATEMENT IS TO SHARE THE LOVE OF CHRIST,
TO EMPOWER PEOPLE TO SERVE, AND TO GLORIFY GOD.
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Just a few fallible words about what I think from month to month…
Rev. Susan
And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and teachers, to equip
the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, until we all attain to
the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the
measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ, so that we may no longer be children, tossed
to and fro by the waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by human cunning,
by craftiness in deceitful schemes.
Ephesians 4:11-14
I sent out a survey a couple of months ago asking about your hopes for FPC in 2017. I was grateful to see even a handful of
responses, and want to share one with you to the first question, “What would you hope to experience at First Presbyterian
Church in 2017.”
Susan Arnold once said to my wife, “You can’t pour from any empty cup.” How true that is! FPC has many outreach
programs already in place, . . . and we should absolutely continue these programs. However, rather than stretch
ourselves out too thin and try to start up new outreach, I think we need to focus more on our own family in 2017.
Let’s focus on discipleship training, evangelism training, and how to identify and use our spiritual gifts to the fullest
potential. Let’s grow closer together by having more fellowship events, and maybe start ‘small group’ bible studies
in peoples’ homes. These kinds of events are far more casual and allow folks to get to know each other better on a
more intimate level. Let’s use 2017 as a time to regroup, refocus, and to re-energize. . . . as a gift from God to build
each other up to overflowing with love and compassion. Finally, while we are growing together as a body, let’s develop a clear plan of action for how we will carry out His great commission in 2018.
What a thoughtful and comprehensive response! Three things came to mind while reading this.
Number One: The Diaconate has resumed its duties as Shepherds of the Congregation. You will receive an introductory
“I’m your new Deacon Shepherd” call this month. What a great time to receive a call reminding you that you are known and
loved – during the Love Month! We’re also re-thinking the old Dinners For 8 model of small group fellowship.
Number Two: At the Officer’s Strategic Planning event in January, our facilitator, Allyson Lewis, spoke about goal -setting.
She said, “Obviously, a church’s main goal is ‘How many people can I/we share the Gospel with before December 31,
2017?’” But is it so obvious? I think we at FPC take it for granted, but have we been behaving as if this is truly our goal? I
challenge each of us to identify one person every month with whom can share the gospel. How? Take someone to lunch and
talk about where you’ve seen Jesus in your life recently. Buy someone in need a meal and give it to them in the name of
Jesus Christ with a commitment to pray for them. Ask someone in your family where they stand with God right now. And
INVITE SOMEONE TO WORSHIP WITH YOU! Keep a journal. Share what you can on the church website without breaking
confidentiality.
Number Three: Lent is the time for honing spiritual practices, and this year we’re limiting our focus to TWO: a Prayer
practice and a Scripture reading practice. I will preach on the Prayer practice February 19th and the Scripture reading practice February 26th. Instructional pamphlets will be provided prior to Lent so that you may prepare for your chosen practice.
We’re adding another level to our Spiritual Practices focus this year; Small Groups on Sunday morning during the six weeks
of Lent. These groups will provide an opportunity for you to share your experiences weekly with others who have chosen
the same practice. There will be sign-up sheets on the bulletin board outside the office indicating the facilitator of the group
and where it will meet.
We have already begun a “back to basics” Bible Study approach for Wednesday Nights through Kerygma: The Bible and Theology curriculum. I applaud a 2017 focus of Building Up the Family here at FPC.
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Diaconate Missions for 2017
The Diaconate's missions for the 1st and 2nd Quarters in 2017 have been established. The 1st
Quarter will be "Socks & Undies Sundays." There will be a collection box outside the Fellowship
Hall. We will be collecting underwear & socks for ALL ages. The Sharing Place is in great need of
socks, especially for men. Those who "shop" in the Sharing Place do seem to prefer white
socks instead of color. The collection will be began during the first week of January and will end at
the end of March. Disbursement will be the first two weeks of April with the Sharing Place and
Randy Sams Center. Any questions about this may be directed to any deacon.
The 2nd Quarter mission will be a Fan Drive. The fans should to be placed out side the Fellowship
Hall. If you would like to give money instead of/or in addition to buying a fan, please direct the payment to the
Church's Office with a notation that it is for the fan drive. Please bring these from April 1st
through the end of May. Purchase and delivery of the fans will be done during the month of
June; hopefully before the weather becomes too hot. If you know of someone who needs a
fan, please let us know; or if you know of someone who may know of those in need
as Gene Scott knew, please let us know. The Diaconate appreciates all the responses there
have been to the missions and pray that you will continue to be a blessing to the Texarkana
community.

VOLUNTEERS
NEEDED!
Please see the following for
volunteer positions:
 Counting the offering
Sunday mornings, please
email Maggie maggiemorgan1127@gmail.co
m or call the church office.







Liturgist at Sunday
morning worship (the
pastor will provide a
short training session for
the liturgists), please contact Remica Gray at
remicag@aol.com or
contact the church office.
Ushering at Sunday
Morning worship, please
contact Billie Ford at
billiebl@aol.com.
The Youth of the church
meet weekly on Sunday
evenings at 6, and we are
a hungry bunch! If you
are willing to feed us occasionally please let Betty
Anthony or Stephanie
Jackson know!

Randy Sams’ Mission
The 1st Sunday night of each month
a dinner is served for the shelter.
Below is the schedule of volunteers
in charge of these dinners.

February 5
*Ruth & Buddy Bell
Lil McClerkin, Sarah Propps & Marilyn McCulloch

March 5
*Linda & Stacy Cogbill
Susan & Kurt Andrews, John Quinn

April 2
*Jane & Pat Davitt
Val Buster & Margo Strickland
(*Denotes Group Coordinator)
Additional volunteers would be
helpful for these months. Please
contact the team coordinator to
offer assistance.

†In Loving Memory†
Mr. Brian Flowers
May 2, 1975 - January 9, 2017

Celebrating 20 Years!
Thank You Ron for 20 years of service to our
church & members of our church! We have no
idea what we would do without you.

Ash Wednesday Taizé Worship Service
If you have never experienced a Taizé service, you will have the opportunity during
our Ash Wednesday worship. This year the
worship committee decided to offer the Ash
Wednesday service in a Taizé format. Taizé
is a reflective style of worship with Scripture
readings, simple choruses, quiet reflections,
and prayers. This service will also include
the imposition of ashes and other traditional
Ash Wednesday elements.
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Presbyterian Women Updates
February 2017
MARK THESE DATES ON YOUR
CALENDAR!
Zelle Circle - February 9 at 6:00 p.m.
in the Annex
PW Coordinating - February 13 at
12:00 p.m. in the Library
Josephine Beck - February 14 at 10:00
a.m. in the Annex
Greisser Circle - February 21 at 10:00
a.m. in the Library

Those of you who heard Drs. Les & Cindy Morgan report on the ministries of the Church of
Bangladesh, and would like to contribute . . .
E862412 - Healing Ministry of the Church of
Bangladesh (For community health program s
and hospitals.)
E052123 – Education Ministry of the Church of
Bangladesh (For education from primary
through nursing school.)
E052183 – Evangelism and Discipleship Ministries of the Church of Bangladesh (For the proclamation of the gospel.)
Contributions may be made online at https://
www.presbyterianmission.org/donate. Enter one of
the above account #s in the search window. Or, write
a check payable to Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) and
write one of the above account #s on the memo
line. Mail the check to: Presbyterian Church
(U.S.A.); P.O. Box 643700; Pittsburgh, PA 152643700

ANGEL QUILT 2017
Sixteen years have now passed since Angel Quilts went from an idea developed by five people in 2000 to an
organization of four churches and over 70 quilters. The passion to help cancer patients feel warm and comforted with
the hope that only Jesus Christ can provide has spread through the Texarkana area and abroad. Prayer is the key to
the quilts as each quilter is asked to pray over the part of the quilt they are working on. They ask that whoever receives this quilt will feel warm and comforted by not only the quilt but also by the prayers that go with the quilts.
As Angel Quilts enters its seventeenth year, the same passion is present and is even more exciting as more
quilters join the group and receive the blessing of helping someone receive hope and encouragement during a very
difficult time in their life. In a way, the group sees this commitment as a calling God has given them. The impact on
the community is tremendous as cancer clinics request quilts for their patients and many individuals in the community
request a quilt for their family member, friend, or co-worker.
The four churches, First Baptist Moores Lane, First Presbyterian, AR, Trinity Baptist, and Williams Memorial,
have met weekly the entire year. As a result, Angel Quilts has made and delivered over 1900 quilts since 2000.
These quilts are free to any cancer patients and many times individuals ask to be able to make a donation. Donations
are still the only way that Angel Quilts is able to provide materials to make the quilts. Since so many people have been
so generous with donations to Angel Quilts, the organization has been able to fulfill all requests for quilts. They have
even had enough generous donations to be able to purchase three new quilting machines so that each of the churches
can fulfill all the requests they receive.
Many notes of thanks have been received this year always with the same message “Thank you for the beautiful quilt. It made my day and my journey so much easier. Tell all the quilters that they are so wonderful to think of me
in such a loving way.” We hear so many stories of how God has touched the cancer patient’s and their family’s lives.
God has truly blessed Angel Quilts.
Anyone who would like to join any of the four groups, is always welcome. First Baptist, First Presbyterian, and
Trinity Baptist all meet on Thursday morning. Williams Memorial meets on Tuesday morning. Sewing ability is not a
requirement. All that is asked is that you have a passion for cancer patients and want to spread the love of Jesus
Christ.
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FEBRUARY CALENDAR 
WEEKLY EVENTS
SUNDAY
9:45 a.m.
Sunday School
10:30 a.m.
Chancel Choir Rehearsal
11:00 a.m.
Worship
2:00 p.m.
Handbells
6:00 p.m.
Youth Group
TUESDAY
10:00 a.m.
Staff Meeting
WEDNESDAY
10:00 a.m.
Card Ministry Team
5:30 p.m.
CLICK Ministry
6:00 p.m.
Family Night Supper
6:30 p.m.
Bible Study
6:30 p.m.
Godly Play - Evergreen Residents
6:30 p.m.
Youth Group
7:00 p.m.
Chancel Choir Rehearsal
THURSDAY
9:00 a.m.
Angel Quilts
10:00 a.m.
The Sharing Place
12:05 p.m.
Brown Bag Bible Study
SPECIAL EVENTS
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 1
5:15 p.m.
Stewardship Meeting
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 2
6:00 p.m.
S.C.A.T. Meeting - Annex
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 5
Souper Bowl of Caring
12:15 p.m.
Christian Education Meeting
5:00 p.m.
Youth Super Bowl Party @ the Arnolds’
6:00 p.m.
Dinner for Randy Sams’
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 4
9:30 a.m.
Downtown Community Garden - Fellowship Hall
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 7
7:00 a.m.
Men’s Breakfast
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 8
5:00 p.m.
Diaconate Meeting
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 9
6:00 p.m.
PW Zelle Moore Circle - Annex

2
4
5
5
5
5
8
9
9
10
10
10
12
12
13

Charles Bell
Bailey Davitt
Rebecca Burns
Jason Morgan
Jeff Morgan
Catherine Olivet
Josh Edward Davis
Mark Bryant
Taylor Sexton
Lucy Sarrett
Brenda Williams
Shaun Dierksen
Jonathan P. Anthony
Dora Mae Dyer
Charlotte Reasbeck

14
14
15
16
17
17
18
18
19
20
22
24
24
28

Helen Newman
Lisa Norton
Justin Davis
Susan Cogell
Anna Kate Jordan
Claire Norton
Will Gloster
Rodney LeBoeuf
Robert Ransdell
Matthew Solomon
Reagon Thompson
Emily Jackson
Lary Walker
Alan Solomon

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 11
9:00 a.m.
Boy Scout Pine Wood Derby - Fellowship Hall
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 12
12:00 p.m.
Scout Sunday - Fund Raiser Spaghetti Lunch
3:00 p.m.
Worship Committee Meeting
MONDAY,FEBRUARY 13
12:00 p.m.
PW Coordinating Meeting - Library
12:00 p.m.
Federal Retirees Meeting
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 14
10:00 a.m.
Josephine Beck Circle - Annex
VANLENTINE’S DAY
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 15
5:00 p.m.
Evangelism Committee Meeting
FRIDAY, FEBRURAY 17
6:30 p.m.
Youth Fundraiser Dinner
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 16
5:00 p.m.
Session Meeting
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 20
7:00 a.m.
Men’s Breakfast
10:00 a.m.
Greisser Circle - Library

Wednesday, March 1
Ash Wednesday Service - Taiźe Worship
Please join us for a night of spiritual meditation and worship.

ANNIVERSERIES
2
7
8
14
17
20
27

Carla & Randy Lacy
Nancy & Ben Sandefur
Chris & Ronnie Walraven
Ann & Denzer Burke
Arthur & Michael Ghere-Folse
Dee Dee & Beth McHenry-Pope
Kathy & Ned Stewart
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The Session approved Sunday, February 12th to
be designated as Boy Scout Sunday here at FPC.
The Session also approved the Scouts’ request
to hold a Spaghetti Fundraiser following Worship that day. Please come and support our
scouts!

Improving never looked so good!
The new gate at the north side of the church and
new floors in the law office have been installed
and look amazing. We love to see such bountiful
happenings that would not be possible without all
of you!
A HUGE Thank You to our outstanding Property
Committee for planning, arranging and finishing all
of the updates around our church.
We are truly blessed!

The Youth will be
holding a fundraiser
on Friday, February 17
at 6:30 p.m. in the
fellowship hall to raise
money for the summer camps in Montreat, N.C. The
tickets will be $15.00 per person with a menu of brisket, potatoes, green beans, rolls, salad and desert.
Please see a member of our youth group to buy your
tickets today!

February Worship/Study Schedule
Sunday-11:00 a.m.
Worship

Being Salt, Light, & Strokes of a Pen
Psalm 112:1-10 & Matthew 5:13-20

5

Not Gleaning the Edges (Scout Sunday) 12
Leviticus 19:1-2, 9-18 & Matthew 5:33-48
Teach Me To Pray
19
Psalm 131 & Matthew 6:24-34
Lay Up These Words
26
Deuteronomy 11:18-28 & Matthew 7:21-29

Wednesday-6:00 p.m.
Family Night Supper
Kerygma-The Bible & Theology 1
What Is The Church?– Old Testament
Kerygma-The Bible & Theology 8
What is the Church? – New Testament
Kerygma-The Bible & Theology 15
What is the Church? – Church History
Kerygma-The Bible & Theology 22
Who is Humanity? – Old Testament
Ash Wednesday Taize Service 1

Thursday-12:05 p.m.
Brown Bag Bible Study
Kerygma-The Bible & Theology 2
Who is Jesus? – Church History
Kerygma-The Bible & Theology 9
What Is The Church?– Old Testament
Kerygma-The Bible & Theology 16
What Is The Church?– New Testament
Kerygma-The Bible & Theology 23
What is the Church? – Church History

First Presbyterian Church

SUNDAY NIGHT &
ETC. YOUTH GROUP
February 5th
Souper Bowl Sunday
(monies collected will
benefit Life House Ministries)
5:00 pm Super Bowl Party @ the Arnolds’
February12th
Youth Group
February 17th
Youth Fundraiser Fellowship Hall @ 6:30 pm
February 19th
Youth Group
February 26th
Youth Group

Youth 2017
New Year, New Adventures!
2017 will see our youth & children participating in Montreat conferences
for the first time. In June the high school age students of our church with
the youth from Northwood Presbyterian Church of Texarkana, will attend
the Montreat Youth Conference with a theme of A Missing Peace. At the
Youth Conference the students will have Bible studies, recreation, and
keynote address. The students will also be split into small groups with
other churches around the United States attending the conference. Those from grades 5-8 will attend the annual Worship & Music
Conference in Montreat. 2017's theme for the music conference is Then
Sings My Soul. The students attending the worship & music conference
will have Bible studies and recreation like the high school age at the Youth
Conference, but will also be attending drumming classes and have the opportunity to sing in a large children's choir. Both conferences have excellent worship services and many opportunities to interact with other Christians.
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Texas Presbyterian

Here’s where we are regarding
the 2016 budget:

Foundation
December
Initial Amount Invested
Income Earned Since Inception
Subtotal

Unrealized Gains Since Inception
Total Value of TPF Funds

$115,853.23
25,348.48
141,201.71

2017 Projected Income and Expense
As of 1/31/2017
Income
Pledges
Plate--projected
Other Income

$218,520
$75,000
0

Total projected income

$293,280

Expenses
2017 Proposed expenses

(362,128)

23,753.18
$164,954.89
Estimated shortfall

($68,848)

As was reported in the Session Highlights for January: Our reserves hover around 200,000.
(The year to date numbers will be available as soon as the 2017 budget is finalized.)

LOOK WHO IS COMING TO OUR PULPIT THIS YEAR!
Rev. Dr. Neal D. Presa, Moderator of the 220th General Assembly
(2012-2014) will preach in our pulpit on April 30th, 2017. I realize this
is very early notice but it is not often that we have someone so prominent come to Texarkana and we want you to be well informed and prepared for his visit this year.
Below is Rev. Dr. Neal D. Presa’s brief bio:
Neal currently serves at Village Church in Southern California as Associate Pastor concentrating on pastoral and strategic leadership in the
areas of new member initiatives, pre-school, children, youth, young
adults, and collegiate ministries.
Additionally, he holds an appointment as a distance faculty member of
the North-West University in Ptschefstroom, South Africa as Extraordinary Associate Professor of Practical Theology. Neal has served in national, global and theological education settings and has written and coedited several volumes, essays and articles in the areas of homiletics, liturgics, ecumenics, and pastoral
theology. Neal holds his Ph.D and M.Phil in liturgical and ecumenical theology from Drew University,
the Th.M. in pastoral theology from Princeton Theological Seminary, the M.Div. from San Francisco
Theological Seminary, and the B.A. in Political Science and History from the University of California,
Davis.
Neal is a Filipino American, Pacific Islander, husband, father, ecumenist, liturgy scholar, Jesus lover,
doctor of the Church, coffee afficionado, dog owner, avid runner and reader, and traveler to 6 continents.
He is married to Grace, and together they have two children, Daniel and Andrew.
To learn more about him, you can visit his website www.nealpresa.com.
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Texarkana, AR 71854
www.firstprestexarkana.org
pastor@firstprestexarkana.org
Church Staff
Reverend Dr. Susan M. Arnold, Pastor
Cell: (903) 908-5487
Arthur M. Ghere-Folse, Director of
Music, Organist & Interim Christian
Education Administrator
Rebecca Johnson, Administrative Assistant
Ron Cantu, Custodian
Sheila Moore, Clerk of Session
Val Buster, Moderator of Diaconate
Maggie Morgan, Church Treasurer
Our Mission Statement Is to Share the Love of
Christ, to Empower People to Serve, and to
Glorify God.

---------------------------------------------------------

Questions from the Pew
BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND!!
This is your chance to be part of the worship service in a more personal way!
If you have any questions, scriptures passages, or specific topics you would like Reverend Susan to address from
the pulpit, please provide your suggestions below:
_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
or any favorite hymns from our current hymnal you would like us to sing as a congregation, list below:
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSIONS: FEBRUARY 12, 2017
(Please email your submission to office@firstprestexarkana.org or cut off a filled out questionnaire and mail to our church address.)

