FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

August 2019
“We Are Looking for a Pastor, but What Do We Do Now?”
The Designated Pastor Search Committee has an article in this newsletter telling you where they
are in the search process which is good. We hope you are wondering what you can do to help.
If so, please read further.
There are two important responses we need from the whole congregation right now. Thank
you in advance for your careful and prayerful response to these two major areas of need.
First, prospective candidates for the pastor position will want to look at worship attendance
patterns. If you are in town and healthy on the weekends, we need to see you in worship. The
Worship Committee is working to help provide good music and preaching during this interim
period. Please note that the young people will be leading worship on August 11 to share some
of their summer conference experiences. They see this as a way of giving back to you as many
of you helped make it possible for them to attend the Triennium and other conferences.
Second, prospective pastoral candidates will want to know the financial situation of this congregation. The good news is that we have overspent receipts by only $18,000 in the first six
months which is not too bad. BUT, the expenses of a pastor’s full salary are not included in the
numbers so the deficit would be considerably larger if a pastor were in place. We would ask
you to do two things: one, please do what you can to be current on your pledges and contributions to God and this church. You are generous people and are to be commended for the wonderful legacy of the ministry here. Second, please consider your pledged amount with a view of
increasing it as you are able. If you cannot, please do not worry, but if you can, that would be
most helpful.

We know you care deeply about this church and your part as a faithful member. We so enjoy
working with you and so will your new pastor. Thank you, thank you for doing what you can to
help this church put its best foot forward during this interim time when prospective candidates
will seek to learn more about this church and talk with the search committee. Each of the
things mentioned here are vital to this church’s future which is full of hope.
Yours in Christ,
Judy and David
p.s. Please remember to pray for our search committee as they do their work.
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Designated Pastor Nominating Committee News
The Designated Pastor Nominating Committee began its efforts by developing a Ministry Information
Form (MIF) to be submitted to the PC(USA) database and matched against Pastor Information Forms
(PIF) of those ministers seeking employment with a Church. We were told not to refer to MIFs prepared in the past as our Church and its ministry is not the same as it was 15 or 20 years ago. We looked
back anyway. We felt it important to know who we were when we framed our MIF and described ourselves today. We also sought congregational feedback and you responded with many helpful comments
we were able to use in developing our MIF. The MIF was approved by the Clerk of Session and submitted to the PC(USA). At first, we limited our inquiry to those seeking a “Designated Pastor” relationship or a limited term with us. We received only a few matching PIF’s. After some effort and phone
calls, we learned that the candidates who we felt were a match were no longer looking for employment.
With the approval of Session and the Presbytery, along with a sense that our church was ready to do so,
we enlarged our search to include those seeking a called “Solo Pastor” relationship. Our inbox overflowed with over 100 PIF’s! The DPNC has been hard at work sifting through this abundance of candidates, but that is not all we have done. As we meet almost weekly, sometimes twice a week, the hours
are filled with prayer and excitement as we consider what may be in store! Something new is happening at First Presbyterian Church! This new time inspires us as we continue our work. Please continue to
pray for the work of this Committee as it approaches this task. We will be updating the congregation
periodically from the lectern and in the newsletter. Committee members will fill you in on the effort
and their experience.
In the meantime, please join us in Sunday School (9:45 a.m.) and Worship (11:00 a.m.)! You may already have heard about the uplifting sermons of Lance Jones, as well as our Supply Pastors, David and
Judy Fletcher and others who fill the pulpit during this time. The music and hymns on Sunday morning
continue to inspire! We have been blessed. Something NEW is happening here at FPC! Come and see!
Come and see!

VBS
Let the good times ROAR!
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Commissioning of our Triennium and Ferncliff Camp
Youth and their families. Plus, a couple of photos from
Triennium. Blessed times for our FPC Family!
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AUGUST CALENDAR
WEEKLY EVENTS

SUNDAY
9:45 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal
11:00 a.m. Worship
6:00 p.m. Youth Group
MONDAY
6:00 p.m. Boy Scouts - Annex
WEDNESDAY
10:00 a.m. Card Ministry
6:00 p.m. Family Night Supper
6:30 p.m. Bible Study
6:30 p.m. Godly Play - Evergreen Residents
7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal
THURSDAY
9:00 a.m. Angel Quilts
9:30 a.m. The Caring Place
5:30 p.m. Designated Pastor Nominating
Committee Meeting - Library

WEDNESDAY, August 14
5:00 p.m. Diaconate Meeting - Library
THURSDAY, August 22
7:00 a.m. Men’s Breakfast
SUNDAY, August 25
Rally Day/Blessing of Backpacks
12:15 p.m. Session Meeting - Library
6:00 p.m. Game Night
Here’s My Heart: A Taste of Triennium!
On Sunday, August 11th, First Presbyterian is in for a special treat when worship at 11 will be led by our youth.
Ethan Davitt, Griffin Johnson, and Seth Sexton will share
stories from Triennium and Alex Sexton from Ferncliff,
and the service will include some of the music and other
elements they experienced at Triennium.
They are very grateful for all the support and prayers
from their church family this summer and look forward
to the new school year!

SPECIAL EVENTS

SUNDAY, August 4
10:30 a.m. Around the Coffee Pot
THURSDAY, August 8
7:00 a.m. Men’s Breakfast
SUNDAY, August 11
11:00 p.m. Worship - Youth Group;
“Here’s My Heart”
12:15 p.m. Worship Committee Meeting C.E. Office
12:15 p.m. Evangelism Meeting - Library
MONDAY, August 12
2:00 p.m. Federal Retirees Meeting
4:00 p.m. PW Coordinating Meeting - Library

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS
2
2
4
4
17

Vicki Deskin
Nancy Jackson
Marty Flowers
Tamra Seiler
Stephanie Jackson

18
19
21
21
30

Dennel Burke
Missy Parks
Adam Knowles
Laura Davis
Becky Thompson

ANNIVERSARIES
3
7
12
15

Remica & Danny Gray
Alicia & Norman Lash
Beth & Charles Morgan
Peggy & Larry Davis

16
17
24
27

Cynthia & John Wesley
Dianne & Greg Brown
Kathy & Dan Boyles
Pat & Buford Willis
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Please join FPC on Sunday, August 25 for Rally Day. We will start off at 9:00
a.m. with a breakfast in honor of our Sunday school teachers and students. During
worship the new teachers will be commissioned and all ages of students’ backpacks
will be blessed for the upcoming school year. Bring your friends and families and
help us celebrate the outgoing and incoming teachers and our amazing students as
they make their journey to an exciting year full of blessings!

Beginning on Sunday, September 8th at 6:00 p.m, the Adult Spiritual
Discipleship Class will begin a study of Neighborhood Church: Transforming Your Congregation into a Powerhouse for Mission, the book
recommended by our PCUSA co-moderators for the denomination. It
is filled with inspiring stories of God working through folks just like our
own church family, plus resources to help us ‘bloom’ where we are
planted. Stayed tuned for more information on this and the Matthew
25 initiative.
“How can we embody the values of love, grace, and justice? As faith
communities, how can our collective embodiment of these values
shine even brighter? The answers to these questions must always unfold right here, right now, exactly where God has planted us. Neighborhood Church acts as a resource to inspire churches to become a vibrant
and engaging community partner with the families and neighborhoods
living around them.”

Greeter Program
The Greeter Program has begun again at FPC! After taking the summer off, we
are now in need of volunteers to get the program going again starting in September. If you would like to volunteer for a month or even just one week, please
sign up on the sheet in the Fellowship Hall or contact Aimee Gilliland or any
member of the Evangelism committee. Thanks!

Presbyterian Women News
After a summer on hiatus, the PW Coordinating Council will meet
on August 12th to prepare for the upcoming year. Circles
will resume in September 2019 and begin Eugenia Gamble’s
study of the Ten Commandments; “Love Carved in Stone”. We
encourage all women of FPC to take part in a circle, but know
that even if you are unable to attend you're still part of PW !
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Monthly Financial Highlights - June 2019
Income
Expense
Net Gain (Loss)

$
$
$

June
Actual
18,217
16,066
2,152

$
$
$

June
Budget
14,388
25,203
(10,815)

$
$
$

YTD
Actual
91,458
103,535
(12,077)

$
$
$

YTD
Budget
86,325
151,217
(64,892)

Texas Presbyterian Foundation Funds
Amount Invested
Income Earned Since Inception
Subtotal
Unrealized Gains Since Inception
Total Value of TPF Funds
as of June 30, 2019

$
$
$
$
$

166,356.45
42,128.02
208,484.47
46,817.88
255,302.35

Evergreen Wednesday FNS Schedule
August 2019

Randy Sams’ Mission
The 1st Sunday night of
every other month a dinner is served for the shelter. Below is the schedule
of volunteers in charge of
these dinners.
September 1
*Remica & Danny Gray
Liz & Bunn Fawcett, Nancy
& Charlie Jackson & Sue
Ellen Hall
(*Denotes Group Coordinator)
Additional
volunteers
would be helpful for these
months. Please contact
the team coordinator to
offer assistance.

August 7
August 14
August 21
August 28

† Northwood
† Cooper Lane
† Maryland
† Pine Knoll

† Choctaw
† Clearview
† Moores Lane
† Meadow Lane
† Fortune

You are cordially invited to a reception honoring the
50th wedding anniversary of Peggy and Larry Davis
on Sunday, August 11th, at 2:00pm at the home of
Dian LaVoice, 2120 Sugar Hill Drive, Texarkana,
AR. (No gifts please.)
____________________________________

THANK YOU!
The Gilliland Family would like to thank the
congregation for the many phone calls, cards, visits, and
meals provided while Aimee was recovering from
surgery. They are extremely grateful for the outpouring
of love from their church family!
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Please see below a list of your current Elders and Deacons.
Class of 2019
Ruth Penney Bell
Nancy Jackson
Griffin Johnson
Cordell Klein
Martha Nell Richards
Class of 2019
Susan Andrews
Betty Anthony
Josh Davitt
Richard Sexton

ELDERS
Class of 2020
Kurt Andrews
Dan Boyles
Jane Davitt
Sarah Propps

Class of 2021
Sallie Dill
Aimee Gilliland
Stephanie Jackson
Gay Thompson

DEACONS
Class of 2020
Beth McHenry-Pope
Kevin Thompson
John Wesley
Pat Willis

Class of 2021
Sue Ellen Hall
Brian Jackson
Erin McCasland
Jeannie Sexton

Thank you so much to all the volunteers
that showed up with chain saws and clippers to help clean up the shrubs and trees
between the annex and the ECHO building. Thank you for all the hard work and
support you give to our church!

VACATION
Please call the office during the month of August and the first week of September before you come to the church if you need anything. The office will be short staffed because of employees taking vacation time. Please contact Sue Ellen Hall, Martha Nell
Richards, Betty Anthony or Kurt Andrews if there is an emergency or you need anything
regarding the church if you cannot reach anyone in the church office during this time.

FIRST
PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH
516 Pecan Street
Texarkana, AR 71854
(870) 774-6453

www.firstprestexarkana.org
Rev. David Fletcher dfletchjdf@aol.com
Rev. Judy Fletcher jrfletcher44@gmail.com
music@firstprestexarkana.org
office@firstprestexarkana.org
CE Consultant leahodoughty@gmail.com

Church Staff
Rev. David Fletcher (972) 365-0294
Rev. Judy Record Fletcher (940) 206-8656
Temporary Supply Pastors
Leah Doughty, Christian Ed. Consultant
(260) 224-8776
Rebecca Johnson, Administrative Assistant
Roy Thomas, Custodian
Nancy Jackson, Clerk of Session
Beth McHenry-Pope, Moderator of Diaconate
Dan Boyles, Church Treasurer
Betty Anthony, Church Co-Treasurer

August Worship & Study Schedule
Sunday - 11:00 a.m.
Worship
Worship & Communion
Chuck Morgan
“Herman & Clara”

Sunday - 6:00 p.m.

Wednesdays - 6:00 p.m.
Family Night Supper

4

Youth Group

4

Bible Study
John 19

7

Youth Group
“Here’s My Heart”

11

Youth Group

11

Bible Study
John 20

14

Rev. Mike Morgan

18

Youth Group

18

Bible Study
John 21

21

Rev. Judy Fletcher
Rally Day - Blessing of the Backpacks

25

60s Game Night

25

Bible Study
28
Introduction to “Neighborhood Church:
Transforming Your Congregation Into a
Powerhouse for Mission”

