OUR MISSION STATEMENT IS TO SHARE THE LOVE OF CHRIST,
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Just a few fallible words about what I think from month to month…
Rev. Susan
Train up a child in the way he should go; even when he is old he will not depart from it.
Proverbs 22:6

Hi. My name is Michael Gilliland, and I want to talk with you about something very important to me. Most
of us like to think that we’re all given the same chances to succeed in this country, and while that is true in
many ways it’s not entirely true when it comes to education. Public schools have far too many students and
not near enough teachers to tend to the needs of all the children there, and unfortunately those children
that fall behind often get left behind.
In response to this issue, FPC will partner with Texarkana Arkansas School District (TASD) through their
Partners to Achieve Academic Success (PAAS) program to offer after-school tutoring to the children from
our surrounding community. On Tuesdays and Thursdays, in the fellowship hall from 3:30-5:00, we will
provide these students with an after-school snack, an activity, and assistance with homework and other assignments.
The best part about all of this, is that TASD will take care of the hardest part. TASD will provide us with
as many children as we think we can handle from whatever school or community we choose. TASD will
also bus the kids over to us at the end of the school day, and they will even notify all the parents when and
where to pick their children up. All FPC needs to do is provide volunteers who would be willing to assist
these children in attaining the education they deserve.
If you can read, write, and do simple mathematics then you can help us! You don’t have to be a teacher,
just be willing to sit with these children and assist them as needed, just like you would for your own children or grandchildren. And if you’re really not comfortable with tutoring a child
then you can still come and help with snacks and activities or just be there to support the kids. Don’t let fear and uncertainty of your own abilities prevent you
from being a positive influence in the lives of these children.
Not having grown up a Presbyterian, I have always heard that Presbyterians
place a lot of value on education. Here’s your chance to prove it. If you are willing to help in any way, whether it’s as a tutor, helping with snacks or activities, or
if you have experience in the field of education and would like to offer advice, then
please contact myself or Rev. Susan for more information. We would like to get
this going as soon after the beginning of this school year as possible.
Thank you for your willingness,
Michael Gilliland
FPC Deacon
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Thank you for our volunteers for Liturgists and Children’s
Sermon for the month of August!
Liturgists:
Children’s Sermon:
August 6 Michael Gilliland
Beth McHenry-Pope
August 13 Sue Ellen Hall
Chris Walraven
August 20 Michael Gilliland
Beth McHenry-Pope
August 27 Maggie Morgan
Chris Walraven

CONGRATULATIONS to John Tice & Andee
Parks on the birth of their daughter, Zelle Charlee
Parks on June 25, 2017. They have now returned
to their home in Malawi, Africa. The proud
grandmother is Missy Parks.

We would like to thank Mary Scott
Goode for helping out with our music
at Sunday morning worship. She is
truly a wonderful pianist and an outstanding person as everyone is well
aware of! Please take a moment the
next time she plays to thank her for
the beautiful music she provides for
our church worship.

Everyone is invited to an open house to celebrate the
50th wedding anniversary of Buford and Pat Willis on
August 27 between 2:00 pm and 4:00 pm. It will be
held at the house on 3203 Beech, a 1940’s cottage
that they are renovating.

† In Loving Memory †
Polly Brabham
May 10, 1931 - July 21, 2017

We are asking for more volunteers for the following
dates; Sept 3, 2017, March 4,
2018 and July 1, 2018. Please
contact the church office or
Pat Davitt at 870.773.7883.

Randy Sams’ Mission
The 1st Sunday night of each month
a dinner is served for the shelter.
Below is the schedule of volunteers
in charge of these dinners.

August 6
*Jeanne & Reg Jackson
Rev. Susan Arnold & Rev. John Arnold, Remica & Danny Gray

September 3
*Nancy & Charles Jackson
Sue Ellen Hall

October 1st
*Carla & Randy Lacy
Lucy Sarrett, Aimee & Michael
Gilliland
(*Denotes Group Coordinator)
Additional volunteers would be
helpful for these months. Please
contact the team coordinator to
offer assistance.

Remember to ALWAYS RECYCLE here at our church. The recycle bins are located in the room across from the fellowship
hall that houses our three refrigerators/freezer. We recycle
aluminum cans, metal, plastic and paper/cardboard to help
make the world we live in more sustainable and beautiful!
Love To See A Beautiful Bride? Become our FPC Wedding Hostess!
Heartfelt thanks to Gail Cogbill and Vicki Deskin for their many years of
faithful service in this role. They are ready to retire, so new wedding hostesses are needed at FPC. This is a really fun job to help the bride in planning her special day in our beautiful sanctuary. There are specific wedding
policies that must be followed and a well-planned notebook to help along
the way. The hostess meets with the bride before the wedding to review
these policies. The hostess must be available at the rehearsal and at the
wedding to make sure that all guidelines are followed. The hostess is not
the wedding planner, just the liaison from our church who makes sure all the
plans of both the bride and the church are approved and implemented. If
you are interested in being trained to help with a wedding, please contact the church office. A $250 stipend is available with this service.
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
The church needs volunteers who would be willing to assist at the church during
a funeral or visitation. This person (s) would need to be at the church 1 hour
before a funeral service to greet and direct family members and guests to restrooms or the Fellowship Hall for visitation. Volunteers might also be asked to
assist ushers in passing out bulletins if needed. Please notify the church office if
you would be willing to be called on for funerals/visitations.
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Presbyterian Women Updates
August 2017
PW Women PW Meetings & Are Cancelled for the month of
August. We will resume our meetings starting in September.

CONGRATULATIONS
Rev. Susan for your 25th
year as an ordained
minister! We hope to see
you in 25 more years of
ministry and beyond!
Wednesday Night Study of Galatians
We’ll continue to consider questions like . . .
• What is the gospel?
• Does the gospel change as our times change?
• Should our gospel, or our interpretation of the gospel, change
as the culture changes?
• Do our times change because of the gospel?
• How does the gospel speak to all the new struggles in our culture, and the questions they pose to humanity?
• How do these issues speak to the gospel, or question the gospel?
And we’ll continue to ask ourselves the question . . .
• “What gospel are you relying on? Christ Alone, or Christ Plus
One?”

THANK YOU!
We all had an outstanding
week of VBS! We would
like to give a big THANKS
to the Youth and the Adults
that volunteered to make
this a week filled with fun
and spiritual growth by utilizing songs, games, crafts,
bible class, videos, sharing,
dancing and much laughter!

BROWN BAG BIBLE
STUDY
BEGINS THUR., SEPT. 7

Based on C.S. Lewis’ masterpiece, The Screw-tape Letters,
“this study digs deep into each letter from Screwtape, an undersecretary in the lowerarchy of Hell, to his incompetent nephew
Wormwood a junior devil-‘teaching him how to distract humans
from God and the path to salvation.’ Inspiration for this book
came to Lewis following the Battle of Dunkirk during WWII. A 12
week study, the workbook includes daily, individual, study
guides and a complete answer guide available online.”
“Vermilye walks us through each letter, and wisely asks questions to bring out twists and turns in
the thoughts and emotions we each experience, and that Lewis wanted us to recognize.”
Steven Urban PhD
Author of Mere Christianity Study
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AUGUST CALENDAR
SUNDAY
9:45 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
6:00 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
6:30 p.m.

TUESDAY
10:00 a.m.
6:00 p.m.

WEEKLY EVENTS
Sunday School
Chancel Choir Rehearsal
Worship
Sunday Evening Meal
Youth Group
Adult Bible Study
Children’s Time
Staff Meeting
Yoga of Twelve Step Recovery Fellowship Hall

WEDNESDAY
10:00 a.m. Card Ministry
5:30 p.m. CLICK Ministry
6:00 p.m. Family Night Supper
6:30 p.m. Bible Study
6:30 p.m. Godly Play - Evergreen Residents
6:30 p.m. Youth Group
7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal

SUNDAY, August 6
10:30 a.m. Around the Coffee Pot
12:15 p.m. Christian Education Meeting
3:00 p.m. Worship Committee Meeting - Library
6:00 p.m. Dinner for Randy Sams’
TUESDAY, August 8
7:00 a.m.
Men’s Breakfast
WEDNESDAY, August 9
10:00 a.m. Diaconate Meeting - Library
MONDAY, August 14
2:00 p.m.
Federal Retiree Meeting - Fellowship Hall
WEDNESDAY, August16
5:00 p.m.
Evangelism Meeting - Library
THURSDAY, August 17
5:00 p.m.
Session Meeting - Library
TUESDAY, August 22
7:00 a.m.
Men’s Breakfast
FRIDAY, August 25 - Saturday, August 26
Amplify Fest
SUNDAY, August 27
Rally Day

THURSDAY
9:00 a.m. Angel Quilts
10:00 a.m. Sharing Place

SPECIAL EVENTS

THURSDAY, August 3
5:00 p.m.
Stewardship Meeting - Library
6:00 p.m.
S.C.A.T. (Stray Cat Alliance of Texarkana)
Meeting - Annex

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS
2
2
2
4
4
9
12
13
13
14
15
17

Judah Duke
Vicki Deskin
Nancy Jackson
Marty Flowers
Tamra Seiler
Deacon Huff
Edward Malcolm
Susan Arnold
Lizzie Sharp
Corey Sharp
Molly LeBoeuf
Stephanie Jackson

18
18
19
21
21
23
23
30

Ronnie Walraven
Dennel Burke
Missy Parks
Adam Knowles
Laura Davis
Sheila Moore
Ned Stewart
Becky Thompson

3
3
6
7
12
14
15
16
17
20
23
24
25
27

Remica & Danny Gray
Jen & Shaun Dierksen
Nelda & Rodney LeBoeuf
Alicia & Norman Lash
Beth & Charles Morgan
Brenda & David Williams
Peggy & Larry Davis
Cynthia & John Wesley
Dianne & Greg Brown
Sarah Beth & Fred Davis
Linda & Stan Knowles
Brenda & Jim Works
Kathy & Dan Boyles
Pat & Buford Willis

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

– A YEAR OF DISCIPLESHIP

In my personnel self-evaluation last year, one of my goals for the coming year was “to continue to focus
on a comprehensive Christian Education plan crafted for all ages; and move from a Sunday School model
toward a Small Group Learning model.” So, when Michael Gilliland approached me about teaching this Strategic Discipleship course this fall, it was a no-brainer to say unequivocally, “YES! PLEASE!” Because we are a
medium-sized church, so much of what we do is naturally a ‘small group’ ministry event. The Youth Group
has about 10. The Card Group is about 6. The Sharing Place is about 4. The Quilters are about 7. The Children’s CLICK group has about 6. The Chancel Choir has about 18. The Adult Sunday School classes are about
7 to 12. The Brown Bag Bible Study is about 4. The PW Circles are about 7 to 12. The Mens’ Breakfast Group
is about 10 to 12. The only two large group functions we have weekly are Worship and Family Night Supper.
Since we’re ministering in ‘small group’ format already, why not be intentional about small group ministry
techniques?! Please take a moment to read the thumbnail sketch below about the new Strategic Discipleship course Michael is beginning.
Grazie,
Rev. Susan

New Sunday Night Adult Class
6:30 p.m. – Begins August 27
This fall Michael Gilliland will lead a new “discipleship curriculum” on Sunday Nights for adults.

What discipleship is NOT…
– just conveying information
– just a 10 week program that is accomplished and then you’re done.
Many discipleship series are only an introduction to the Christian faith and only last 10 weeks. Others have a
series of guides covering many topics. Evaluate the ultimate goal of this series.
– just for the spiritual elite – EVERYONE needs to be discipled
Many longer term “discipleship” programs are designed for the keener believer. The average person doesn’t
survive for more than a couple of weeks.

Strategic Discipleship’s Approach to Discipleship
A worship service is a wonderful time and there is no question about the power of the spoken word to impact
lives. Large group teaching has its definite role to play. Effective discipleship, however,
does not happen in a large group setting.
There are simply too many people at different stages of life to move them all one step forward. Jesus understood
this. He taught large crowds about the kingdom of God, but
intentional leadership development he left to a small group approach.
Since this is a new class, and the purchase of curriculum is involved, we would like folks to sign up if interested in
this course. That way we will be the best stewards we can as we purchase materials. To register go to
www.firstprestexarkana.org/discipleship. Deadline to register is August 16.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL!
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Monthly Financial Highlights - June 2017
Income
Expense
Net Gain (Loss)

$
$
$

June
Actual
19,018
25,875
(6,857)

$
$
$

June
Budget
26,010
29,545
(3,535)

$
$
$

YTD
Actual
130,316
173,992
(43,676)

Texas Presbyterian Foundation Funds
Initial Amount Invested
Income Earned Since Inception
Subtotal
Unrealized Gains Since Inception
Total Value of TPF Funds
as of June 30, 2017

$115,853.23
$28,232.90
$144,086.13
$33,283.23
$177,369.36

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL CONT...

$
$
$

YTD
Budget
156,060
177,260
(21,200)

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

516 Pecan Street
Texarkana, AR 71854
www.firstprestexarkana.org
pastor@firstprestexarkana.org

FPC Texarkana or
First Presbyterian
Church—Texarkana, AR
Church Staff
Reverend Dr. Susan M. Arnold, Pastor
Cell: (903) 908-5487
Rebecca Johnson, Administrative Assistant
Ron Cantu, Custodian
Sheila Moore, Clerk of Session
Val Buster, Moderator of Diaconate
Maggie Morgan, Church Treasurer
Our Mission Statement Is to Share the Love of
Christ, to Empower People to Serve, and to
Glorify God.

August Worship/Study Schedule
Sunday-11:00 a.m.
Worship

Sunday-6:30 p.m.
Study

Wednesday-6:00 p.m.
Family Night Supper
Bible Study

2

Galatians
“Bring Them to Me” Gen 32:22-31 & Mt 14:13-21 6
Communion Sunday
Visible Thinking: Gaining a New Perspective
13
Genesis 37:1-28 & Romans 10:5-15
Holy Potty Talk
20
Genesis 45:1-15 & Matthew 15:10-28
Living A Statement of Faith
27
Exodus 1:8-2:10 & Matthew 16:13-20

Worldviews: The Bible & the Believer 6

Online Instructor: N. T. Wright
Worldviews: The Bible & the Believer 13

Online Instructor: N. T. Wright
Worldviews: The Bible & the Believer 20

Online Instructor: N. T. Wright
Worldviews: The Bible & the Believer 27

Online Instructor: N. T. Wright

Bible Study

9

Galatians
Bible Study

16

Galatians
Bible Study

23

Galatians
Bible Study

Galatians

30

