Our Mission Statement Is to Share the Love of Christ,
to Empower People to Serve, and to Glorify God.
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Just a few fallible words about what I think from month to month…
Rev. Susan
And they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers.
And awe came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were being done through the apostles. And all
who believed were together and had all things in common. 45 And they were selling their possessions and belongings and distributing the proceeds to all, as any had need. And day by day, attending the temple together
and breaking bread in their homes, they received their food with glad and generous hearts, praising God and
having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to their number day by day those who were being saved.
Acts 2:42-47

KOINONIA
The Greek word for ‘community’ is koinonia! Christian community is the topic of Dietrich Bonheoffer’s
book, Life Together, we will be reflecting on during Wednesday Night Bible studies throughout August (except
for August 10th; see below). Why focus on community? Because community is really just another word for
‘family,’ and sometimes we tend to take family for granted. Assuming they will always be there for us, we can
neglect family and forget to show the gratitude we feel so deeply.
Like a good marriage, good family/good community needs deliberate and nurturing attention. That’s
what Bonheoffer’s book can help us achieve. Below are the chapter headings and a sentence or two from each
chapter highlight the theme of that chapter.
Chapter 1 = Community - “Christian community is . . . a reality created by God in Christ in which we get to participate.”
Chapter 2 = The Day With Others - “God’s Word, the hymn of the Church and the prayer of the
fellowship stand at the threshold of the day.”
Chapter 3 – The Day Alone - “Only in fellowship do we learn to be alone and only in aloneness do we learn to
live in fellowship.”
Chapter 4 – Ministry - “‘There arose a reasoning among them, which of them should be the greatest’ (Luke
9.46). No Christian community ever comes together without this thought emerging as a seed of discord. It is
enough to destroy a fellowship.”
Chapter 5 – Confession and Communion - “Christians are horrified when a sinner is discovered among the righteous. The fact is we are sinners!”
Come join in the conversation about our community during August!
We’ve experienced great community building recently under Sarang’s leadership for Vacation Bible
School and the Block Party Celebration. We are experiencing great community building under Arthur’s leadership as we plan and look forward to a ‘homecoming’ organ recital and reception in October. I am so proud and
honored to work with these gifted and talented young adults.
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Randy Sams’ Mission

The volunteers for the next few
months are as follows:
August 7
*Jeanne & Reg Jackson
Mona & Mark Fomby, Remica &
Danny Gray
September 4
*Brenda & Jim Works; Charles
Jackson; Nancy Emerson; &
Lynn Jorgensen
October 2
*Carla & Randy Lacy, Lucy Sarrett,
Michael & Amy Gilliland
* Group Coordinator
Additional volunteers would
be helpful for these months:
August, October, &
December. All you need to do
is contact the Team Coordinator
for the specific month you desire,
or Pat Davitt of the 2016
Diaconate. Again, please consider
being a local mission volunteer for
FPC and this great calling!

In Loving Memory
Mary Charlotte
Cobb
April 8, 1943 July 16, 2016
Vacation Bible School
By the time you receive this
Vacation Bible School will be in full
swing! On Sunday, August 7th we
will be sharing some of what we
have learned in worship and the
block Block Party in the afternoon.
Please come and support the
c h i l d r e n o f F PC a n d t h e
neighborhood.

Rally Day
With the end of the summer comes
Rally Day when the students move up
a grade and adults have an opportunity
to move to a different class if you so
desire.
We will have a breakfast hosted by the
Christian Education Committee, and
worship will be accompanied by Ms.
Mary Scott Goode along with our
very own Mr. Arthur Ghere-Folse.
We will also take time to
acknowledge teachers who have given
their time to teaching the kids and
adults of our church during the Breakfast.
We hope to see you on August, 28th!

Faith and the Public Square: How Do You Do That?

Handbells start back on
August 14 at 3:00 p.m.

Wed. August 10th, 6:30 p.m.
Fellowship Hall
Do not miss this unique opportunity to hear
Ruth Penney Bell talk about how she understands faith
being lived out in the public square.

August Worship/Study Schedule

SUNDAY WORSHIP

WEDNESDAY
Family Night Supper
FNS Study
Bonhoeffer’s Life Together Chapter 1

11:00 a.m.: TEACH US TO PRAY: A Thankful Leper
Luke 17:11-19 (Jeremiah 29:1, 4-7)

3 THURSDAY
Brown

7

FNS Study
Faith & the ‘Public Square’
Ruth Penney Bell

10

11:00 a.m.: As I See It
Luke12:49-56 (Isaiah 5:1-7)

14

FNS Study
Bonhoeffer’s Life Together Chapters 2 & 3

17

11:00 a.m.: Grateful Worship
Hebrews 12:18-29 (Jeremiah 1:4-10)

21

FNS Study
Bonhoeffer’s Life Together Chapter 4 & 5

24

11:00 a.m.: The ABC’s of Discipleship
Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16 (Jeremiah 2:4-13)
RALLY DAY - BREAKFAST & WORSHIP

28

FNS Study
1st Health Series
Depression by Jack Artizano

31

VBS CLOSING & BLOCK PARTY FOLLOWING WORSHIP

*Bold type=preaching text **(Parentheses=secondary reading)

Bag
Bible
Study
On
Break
Until
September
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What’s the Youth Group Up to?
The past couple of months we have been having lots of fun being busy but also stopping to listen to God. This last
month of the summer we have a few things planned for the youth to connect with God and one another. But first
there is Vacation Bible School that we need all hands on deck for! Those available are asked to come and help out
during the mornings, and on Wednesday afternoon from noon-7pm.

August

Monday, August 1st ~ Friday, August 5th - VBS 8:30-12:30
Wednesday, August 3rd
Sunday, August 7th
Tuesday, August 9th
Saturday. Aug. 13th
Sunday, August 14th
Tuesday, August 16th
Sunday, August 21st
Saturday, August 27th

PLAY DAY Assistance after VBS until after FNS
Post VBS Celebration at Orange Leaf
ECHO—Every Week Christian Hang Out & Movie (Soul Surfer), 1-7pm
Youth & Family Trip to Magic Springs
Learn about Sex, Drugs & Evolution, session 2
ECHO—Every Week Christian Hang Out—Swimming @ Sarrett’s
New School Year Resolutions
Amplify Fest in Benton, 10am-9pm

Recycling as a Faith Practice
Why do we recycle? Why don’t
we recycle? We all know that it’s
good for the environment to recycle
yet push comes to shove a lot of us
won’t make that trip to the recycle
bin and instead just toss things in
the trash bin most convenient to us.
Our faith urges us to strive for
eco-justice: defending and healing
creation while working to assure justice for all of creation and the human
beings who live in it. This call is rooted in the human vocation of “tilling
and keeping” the garden from Genesis 2:15, as well as Christ’s charge to
work with and for the most vulnerable. Because of their love for Christ
who is firstborn of all creation
(Colossians 1:15), churches are challenged to live in a manner consistent
with God’s call to not only care for
creation, but commune with creation.

whole world and the part that we
play in it and learn about recycling!
Each day children are encouraged to
bring from their home recyclable
things such as plastic, glass, paper,
batteries etc and at the end of the
week we will be taking it to various
recycling centers around the city as
below.

Recycling Information
Texarkana Recycling
https://www.facebook.com/
TexarkanaArkansasRecycling
2601 Dudley St
Mon-Fri 7am-4pm
870-779-4946





God created the earth and gave 
us dominion over it and we are to be 
responsible caretakers of it; not just 
in how we use it but also how we
dispose and reuse it. So throughout
VBS in place of our regular mission
project we decided to focus on the

Clear Plastic bags
Tin cans
Ink cartridges
Colored/opaque plastic
bottles & jugs
Paper
Cardboard
Aluminum cans

Texarkana Electronics Recycling
Center – Unicor
http://www.unicor.gov/
RecyclingTexarkana.aspx
4001 Leopard Dr, Texarkana, TX
903-223-4487 (Terry Whiteside Facility Manager)
7am-2pm (closed 10:30-11:30)


Any electronics

Target
903-223-0062
Sun-Sat 8am-10pm




All glass
Plastic Bags
Light Bulbs

Mr B’s
903-791-9518
196 Country Rd. 1329 (Buchanan Rd)
Mon-Fri 8am-5:30pm



All metals
Vehicle batteries

Best Buy
903-223-0034


Regular Batteries
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Triennium was awesome. I am so glad that I got to go! Worship and small group was probably the best
part. Worship because there were just some things about it that were fun, like different sermons everyday with different preachers saying them. I also liked the breakfast food, the lunch and dinner was
good too but not the best. My small group was pretty fun. I liked my small group leader, Jeff. He was
really cool. We learned not to judge and stereotype people. There was a lot of free time where we got
to know people (I mostly got to know the people from Arkansas) but we had a good time. There was a
lot to do, like bowling, a lot of on campus restaurants, and other stuff to do. The bus ride back was a lot of fun too because I knew everybody. Triennium was a lot of fun and I'm really glad I got to go!
Triennium was great. Our theme this year was GO. I had lots of fun and I think my relationship with God grew a lot. One of my favorite things was the sermons. I enjoyed
them a lot because they were very relatable to my daily life and that helps me to go
and spread God’s word. I also enjoyed meeting new people and making new friends.
We learned about how to not place stereotypes, and that it can hurt people very
badly. I would like to say thank you all for supporting all of us, the youth, and giving me
the opportunity to go to this amazing event. I'm really looking forward to going back
in 2019.
To say that the 2016 Presbyterian Youth Triennium was a memorable experience would be a complete understatement. In itself, experiencing worship with over 5000 like-minded youth— within
the confine of a liturgical service—was worth going on the trip. But being able to experience fellowship with our small groups and delegation, being poured into spiritually with opportunities
like the prayer room and faith based recreational activities, make the experience all the better.
I would like to thank all of the people who helped make the 3 of us from First Presbyterian
Church going on this trip a reality with your financial and spiritual support. The information and
experiences that were pressed upon us on this spiritual journey have equipped us, as our theme
stated, to GO and DO for the kingdom of heaven. With the theme scripture of Matthew 28: 18-20, the great commission went from something that we just knew into something we will now do.
With this experience, the 3 of us understand that it is our turn and opportunity to stop thinking we are the future
of the church and to be the now of the church. Going forward, we understand that we take a more vital role in
First Presbyterian, our presbytery, PC(USA) and the church universal. We understand this but we also need to
be afforded opportunity to use our spiritual gifts to the advantage of the future of the church. This is necessary
to our spiritual growth and the growth of the church.
The biggest take away for me from this trip was actually not on the trip itself but at our commencement service.
I found myself in the choir loft that morning looking out at the people in the pews and I noticed something. I
noticed that both of the other youth that went from our church, because of their involvement in the church, had
gotten their parents involved in the church. Because someone reached out to them, to the youth, the church grew.
In this living and breathing example of discipleship, it showed me that we need to put more of a focus on the
youth of the church. The Presbyterian Church’s belief in inclusivity was something that we rallied around at Triennium. We were proud that we as Presbyterians accept people—just in the way that Jesus did—regardless of
race, gender or sexual orientation. This message is something that the youth of this digital native era also rally
around.
If I was to offer a charge, based on what I learned at the 2016 Presbyterian Youth Triennium, it would be this: to
embrace the youth of the church because we are the now, to create programs that engage the youth, to live out
our Matthew 28: 18-20 calling to make disciples and to not look down on the youth because we are young. In
return, we will set an example in speech, in conduct, in love, in faith and in purity.
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August Calendar
WEEKLY EVENTS
SUNDAY
9:30 a.m.
Prayer Time - Pastor’s Study
9:45 a.m.
Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal
11:00 a.m. Worship
3:00 p.m. Handbells (Starts back August 14)
6:00 p.m. Youth Group
WEDNESDAY
10:00 a.m. Card Ministry Team
2:00 p.m. Staff Meeting
5:30 p.m. CLICK Ministry (Starts back August 10)
6:00 p.m. Family Night Supper
6:30 p.m. Godly Play - Evergreen Residents
6:30 p.m. Youth Group
7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal

A u g u s t B i r t h d ay s
2 - Judah Jordan Duke
2 - Vicki Deskin
2 - Nancy Emerson
4 - Marty Flowers
4 - Tamra Seiler
9 - Deacon Huff
12 - Edward Malcolm
13 - Will Blain
13 - Susan Arnold
13 - Cindy Felker
13 - Lizzie Sharp
14 - Corey Sharp
15 - Molly LeBoeuf
16 - *Cynthia Houff
17 - Stephanie Jackson
18 - Ronnie Walraven

ANNIVERSARIES
3 ♥ Remica & Danny Gray
4 ♥ Angela & Andrew Clark
5 ♥ Rebecca & Ralph Burns
6 ♥ Nelda & Rodney LeBoeuf
7 ♥ Alicia & Norman Lash
12 ♥ Beth & Charles Morgan
15 ♥ Peggy & Larry Davis

18 - Dennel Burke
19 - Missy Parks
20 - *Jamie Fincher
21 - Adam Knowles
21 - Michelle Williamson
21 - Laura Davis
22 - *Shirley Arnold
23 - Shelia Moore
23 - Ned Stewart
24 - Willian Newman
24 - *Robert Taylor
27 - *Colton Womack
30 - Becky Thompson
(*Evergreen Folks)

16 ♥
17 ♥
18 ♥
20 ♥
23 ♥
24 ♥
25 ♥
27 ♥

Cynthia & John Wesley
Diane & Greg Brown
Betty & Keith Anthony
Sarah Beth & Fred Davis
Linda & Stan Knowles
Brenda & Jim Works
Kathy & Dan Boyles
Pat & Buford Willis

THURSDAY
9:00 a.m. Angel Quilts
10:00 a.m. Sharing Place

SPECIAL EVENTS
MONDAY, August 1
9:00 a.m. Vacation Bible School
TUESDAY, August 2
9:00 a.m. Vacation Bible School
WEDNESDAY, August 3
9:00 a.m. Vacation Bible School
12:00 p.m. Play Day After VBS
5:15 p.m. Stewardship Meeting
THURSDAY, August 4
9:00 a.m.
Vacation Bible School
FRIDAY, August 5
9:00 a.m.
Vacation Bible School
SUNDAY, August 7
10:30 a.m. Around the Coffee Pot
12:00 p.m. Celebration Block Party
6:00 p.m. Dinner for Randy Sams’ Shelter
MONDAY, August 8
2:00 p.m. Federal Retiree Meeting
5:30 p.m. Christian Education Meeting
TUESDAY, August 9
7:00 a.m. Men’s Breakfast
1:00 p.m. ECHO Hangout/Movie Soul Surfer
WEDNESDAY, August 10
5:00 p.m. Diaconate Meeting
SATURDAY, August 13
8:00 a.m. Magic Springs/Blues Travelers Concert
SUNDAY, August 14
4:00 p.m. Worship Committee Meeting
TUESDAY, August 16
1:00 p.m. ECHO Hangout/Swimming at the Sarrett’s
WEDNESDAY, August 17
5:00 p.m. Evangelism Meeting
THURSDAY, August 18
5:00 p.m. Session Meeting
SUNDAY, August 21
12:30 p.m. 30’s/40’s Bowling/Lunch - Holiday Bowl
TUESDAY, August 23
7:00 a.m. Men’s Breakfast
1:00 p.m. ECHO Hangout
SATURDAY, August 27
5:00 p.m. Youth - Amplify Fest in Benton
SUNDAY, August 28
Rally Day!
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Ongoing Financial Status
For the Four Months Ended June 30, 2016
JUNE

JUNE

Year to Date

Year to Date

Actual

Budget

Actual

Budget

$ 20,055.35

$ 26,840.00

$212,727.95

$161,040.00

Expenses

28,367.96

29,409.00

185,211.50

176,440.00

Net Income (Loss)

(8,312.61)

(2,569.00)

27,516.45

($15,400.00)

Income

Texas Presbyterian Foundation
JUNE
Initial Amount Invested
Income Earned Since Inception
Subtotal

$115,853.23
22,557.07
138,410.30

Unrealized Gains Since Inception
Total Value of TPF Funds

20,577.61
$158,987.91

Montreat Music Conference 2016
As many of you know I recently attending the Worship & Music Conference in Montreat, NC. The conference was
amazing! The 2016 conference was very well organized and the attendance was phenomenal. It is amazing to be in
a room with over 1,000 other music people listening to them sing during the congregational worship. I enjoyed
talking with them about what they are doing at their churches and what we are doing at our church. I came back
with home with a few new ideas to use in our music department. I purchased some new handbell music for our
handbell choir and new organ music for myself.
During the music conference there are probably 300 attendees who are under the age of 18, maybe a little more. I
would like to start working towards bringing the CLICK choir and other children to the 2017 Worship & Music
Conference. It would be a great experience for our children to be able to sing in the children’s choir, play games,
attend Bible lessons, arts & crafts, go hiking, and to participate in the Montreat worship services. Some of the
events I attended while there was adult handbells, choral/organ reading sessions, organ service playing, hand drums,
Bible story telling in worship, and modern hymnody/song history.
Thank you for the opportunity to attend the Worship & Music Conference!
Arthur Ghere-Folse
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July in Pictures

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

516 Pecan Street
Texarkana, Arkansas 71854
Phone: 870-774-6453
Fax: 870-773-4199
E-mails: office@firstprestexarkana.org
pastor@firstprestexarkana.org

Our Mission Statement Is to Share the
Love of Christ, to Empower People to
Serve, and to Glorify God.

Coming in September!!
Wednesday
Night Bible Study
on Prayer

Using this critically acclaimed
movie, we’ll
watch clips and
discuss the power of prayer.

You are invited to a
Neighborhood Block Party
On Sunday, August 7th ∙ 12:30pm-3:30pm
At First Presbyterian Church
(516 Pecan St. Texarkana, AR)

More Details to
come!

After a fun and faith filled week of Vacation
Bible School, we want to invite the whole
neighborhood to come by for food, fun,
and fellowship! If that’s not enough, there
will be door prizes every half hour and a
water play area from 1pm. Come on down!
Let’s get to know each other and have
some fun!
For more information contact the church
( 870-774-6453 or email dce@firstprestexarkana.org)

