FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

April 2019
Where are We Now?
We hope you are having a meaningful Lenten Season and will be present on April 21 for a Glad
Easter Morn. For now, we want to reflect on life at First Presbyterian Church, Texarkana, AR.
We are well into the new year, committees are at work helping to provide good opportunities
for worship, education, service and evangelism.
At the Session meeting this past Sunday, we asked elders to go around the table and in a sentence or two to reflect on how this church is doing. The elders said positive comments saying
that things feel calm and relaxed and positive.
You well know this was not the case one year ago. You have worked hard to deal with issues,
let some things go and move into a new day. You are not where you were and you would not
be where you are without God’s help.

Your Designated Pastor Nominating Committee has begun receiving pastor information forms to
begin their review and sorting process. We suspect our phones may be ringing soon with calls
from pastors asking us to tell them about this church, so we need to be prepared with some
comments. Here are some things we think to be true and that we will share:
1.These people are like Garrison Keeler’s Lake Wobegon Children – all are above average – especially when it comes to being Presbyterian. This is a good thing though not always the case!
These people are educated and intelligent and want to grow in the faith.
2. This congregation is good at assimilating new members. One example is that the Session is
composed of life-long members and newer members of this church, and they work well together.

3. This congregation is inclusive in that its ministry includes people of various races and economic backgrounds and mental and physical abilities. It is a mission-minded church.
4. This congregation has shown that it can move through challenging times by dealing with adversities in a loving way and move on to help serve God and God’s people.
Well now, we cannot write here all the positive things we know about you, but these are a few
important ones. Thank you for keeping the people of this congregation and their ministries in
your prayers. You are good people, and you can be the church God is calling you to be.
With our love,
David and Judy
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For Your Holy Week Reading
Luke 22:14-20
14 When the hour came, he took his place at the table, and the apostles with him. 15 He said to them, “I
have eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer; 16 for I tell you, I will not eat it until it is
fulfilled in the kingdom of God.” 17 Then he took a cup, and after giving thanks he said, “Take this and
divide it among yourselves; 18 for I tell you that from now on I will not drink of the fruit of the vine until
the kingdom of God comes.” 19 Then he took a loaf of bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it
and gave it to them, saying, “This is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 20
And he did the same with the cup after supper, saying, “This cup that is poured out for you is the new covenant in my blood.
Luke 22:33-34
33 And he said to him, “Lord, I am ready to go with you to prison and to death!” 34 Jesus said, “I tell you,
Peter, the cock will not crow this day, until you have denied three times that you know me.”
Garden of Gethsemane –
Luke 22: 41-42, 47-48, 54, 63, 70-71
41 Then he withdrew from them about a stone’s throw, knelt down, and prayed, 42 “Father, if
you are willing, remove this cup from me; yet, not my will but yours be done.” 47 While he
was still speaking, suddenly a crowd came, and the one called Judas, one of the twelve, was
leading them. He approached Jesus to kiss him; 48 but Jesus said to him, “Judas, is it with a
kiss that you are betraying the Son of Man?”
54 Then they seized him and led him away, bringing him into the high priest’s house. But Peter was following at a distance. 63 Now the men who were holding Jesus began to mock him and beat him; 70 All of
them asked, “Are you, then, the Son of God?” He said to them, “You say that I am.” 71 Then they said,
“What further testimony do we need? We have heard it ourselves from his own lips!”
Arrest and Trial – Luke 23: 1-5, 13-15, 20, 24
23 Then the assembly rose as a body and brought Jesus before Pilate. 2 They began to accuse him, saying, “We found this man perverting our nation, forbidding us to pay taxes to
the emperor, and saying that he himself is the Messiah, a king.” 3 Then Pilate asked him,
“Are you the king of the Jews?” He answered, “You say so.” 4 Then Pilate said to the chief
priests and the crowds, “I find no basis for an accusation against this man.” 5 But they were insistent and
said, “He stirs up the people by teaching throughout all Judea, from Galilee where he began even to this
place.”
13 Pilate then called together the chief priests, the leaders, and the people, 14 and said to them, “You
brought me this man as one who was perverting the people; and here I have examined him in your presence
and have not found this man guilty of any of your charges against him. 15 Neither has Herod, for he sent
him back to us. Indeed, he has done nothing to deserve death.
20 Pilate, wanting to release Jesus, addressed them again;
24 So Pilate gave his verdict that their demand should be granted.
Crucifixion – Luke 23: 32-36, 44-49
32 Two others also, who were criminals, were led away to be put to death with him. 33 When they
came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there with the criminals, one on his
right and one on his left. 34 Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they
are doing.” And they cast lots to divide his clothing. 35 And the people stood by, watching; but the
leaders scoffed at him, saying, “He saved others; let him save himself if he is the Messiah of God,
his chosen one!” 36 The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine,
(Continued on Page 3)

First Presbyterian Church

For Your Holy Week Reading Continued
44 It was now about noon, and darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon, 45 while
the sun’s light failed; and the curtain of the temple was torn in two. 46 Then Jesus, crying with a loud
voice, said, “Father, into your hands I commend my spirit.” Having said this, he breathed his last. 47
When the centurion saw what had taken place, he praised God and said, “Certainly this man was innocent.”48 And when all the crowds who had gathered there for this spectacle saw what had taken place,
they returned home, beating their breasts. 49 But all his acquaintances, including the women who had followed him from Galilee, stood at a distance, watching these things.
Burial – Luke 23: 50-56
50 Now there was a good and righteous man named Joseph, who, though a member of
the council, 51 had not agreed to their plan and action. He came from the Jewish town
of Arimathea, and he was waiting expectantly for the kingdom of God. 52 This man
went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. 53 Then he took it down, wrapped it in
a linen cloth, and laid it in a rock-hewn tomb where no one had ever been laid. 54 It was the day of Preparation, and the sabbath was beginning. 55 The women who had come with him from Galilee followed, and
they saw the tomb and how his body was laid. 56 Then they returned, and prepared spices and ointments.
On the sabbath they rested according to the commandment.

April Worship & Study Schedule
Sunday-11:00 a.m.
Worship

Worship & Communion
Sue Ellen Hall
Sermon Title: “Extravagance”
Rev. Lance Jones

Rev. Judy Record Fletcher
Sermon Title: “Mary” “Rabbouni”
Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 & John 20:1-18
Rev. David Fletcher
Sermon Title: “My Peace I Give You”
Psalm 150 & John 20:19-31

Sunday6:00 p.m.

7

14

21

28

Sunday-6:30 p.m.
Study

Wednesdays &
Thursday the 18th6:00 p.m.
Family Night Supper
Bible Study
3
John 4-Sue Ellen Hall

No Adult Studies

7

Bible Study
10
John 5-Ruth Bell

Adult Discipleship Book 14
Study - Healing Our Broken
Humanity
Facilitator: M. Gilliland

No Wednesday 17
Night Activities

No Sunday Night
Activities
Game Night

21

28

Maundy Thursday 18
Service 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study
24
John 6-Chuck Morgan
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APRIL CALENDAR
WEEKLY EVENTS

TUESDAY, April 9
9:00 a.m. Miller County Extension Office
Cooking Class - Fellowship Hall
10:00 a.m. Beck/Greisser PW Meeting- Library
WEDNESDAY, April 10
5:00 p.m. Diaconate Meeting - Library
5:00 p.m. Evangelism Meeting - C.E. Office
THURSDAY, April 11
6:00 p.m. Zelle Moore PW Meeting - Library
SUNDAY, April 14
Palm Sunday
WEDNESDAY, April 17
No Wednesday Night Activities
THURSDAY, April 18
7:00 a.m. Men’s Breakfast
6:00 p.m. Family Night Supper
7:00 p.m. Maundy Thursday Service
FRIDAY, April 19
Good Friday
SPECIAL EVENTS
5:30 p.m. Tenebrae Service
THURSDAY, April 4
SATURDAY, April 20
7:00 a.m. Men’s Breakfast
11:00 a.m. Easter Egg Hunt
SUNDAY, April 7
SUNDAY, April 21
10:30 a.m. Around the Coffee Pot
Easter Sunday
12:15 p.m. C.E. Meeting - C.E. Office
12:15 p.m. Worship Committee Meeting- Library MONDAY, April 22
5:00 p.m. Dinner for Randy Sams’
Office Closed - Easter Holiday
NO Adult Discipleship Book Study
TUESDAY, April 23
MONDAY, April 8
9:00 a.m. Miller County Extension Office
2:00 p.m. Federal Retirees Meeting
Cooking Class - Fellowship Hall
4:00 p.m. PW Coordinating Meeting - Library
SUNDAY, April 28
12:15 p.m. Session Meeting - Library
APRIL BIRTHDAYS
6:00 p.m. Game Night - Fellowship Hall
SUNDAY
9:45 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal
11:00 a.m. Worship
6:00 p.m. Youth Group
6:30 p.m. Adult Discipleship Book Study
MONDAY
6:00 p.m. Boy Scouts - Annex
WEDNESDAY
10:00 a.m. Card Ministry
6:00 p.m. Family Night Supper
6:30 p.m. Bible Study
6:30 p.m. Godly Play - Evergreen Residents
7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal
THURSDAY
9:00 a.m. Angel Quilts
9:30 a.m. The Caring Place
5:30 p.m. Designated Pastor Nominating
Committee Meeting - Library

1
4
6
10
10
12
13
13
13
15

Mark Fomby
April Jackson
Phillip Jackson
Ann Burke
Kathy Stewart
Mary M. Solomon
Margie Rhodes
Pat Willis
Ryan Williamson
Norman Lash

21
22
22
22
22
25
26
28
30

Anna Moore
Lauren Black
Sandra Holmes
Edward Jackson
John McDowell
Cole Jackson
Molly Beth Malcolm
Jane Davitt
Tom Wooten

ANNIVERSARIES
5
7
19
25

Libby & Brad White
Jane & Pat Davitt
Shelly & Michael Thannum
Ruth & Buddy Bell
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Holy Week Schedule
April 14
April 17
April 18
Fletcher
April 19
April 20
April 21

April 22

11.00
6:00
7:00

Palm Sunday Worship
No Wednesday Night Pot Luck
Pot Luck Supper
Maundy Thursday Service – Rev. Judy R.

5:30

Good Friday Tennebrae Service – Elder
Sue Ellen Hall
10:00 Saturday Youth hide Easter eggs
11:00 Easter Egg Hunt with refreshments
9:30 – 11:00 Easter Sunday – Place fresh flowers
on outside cross
11:00 Easter Sunday Worship with offering for
One Great Hour of Sharing
Monday – Office closed

A lot has been going on at FPC. The PW
had their annual salad luncheon, joined by
women from both Northwood and Trinity
Presbyterian churches, and heard about
missions from all three churches, including our own Angel Quilts for people with
cancer and the mats made out of plastic
bags for the homeless. Two of our women
were made lifetime members of the PW.
Congratulations, Linda Cogbill and Ruth
Penney Bell!
Our amazing youth group has been
putting in hours to earn money to go towards paying for their camp fees. You go
guys!
Thank you all who support and contribute
to these outstanding groups and folks!

FPC is looking for individuals or families
to be greeters on Sundays before worship
in the sanctuary. All you would have to
do is show up early with a smile on your
face and be ready to shake some hands.
Stephanie Jackson’s family volunteered
for the month of April.
Please contact Aimee Gilliland with
questions or to sign up!
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Monthly Financial Highlights - February 2019
Income
Expense
Net Gain (Loss)

$
$
$

February
Actual
14,148
15,533
(1,385)

$
$
$

February
Budget
14,387
25,203
(10,816)

$
$
$

YTD
Actual
27,001
35,310
(8,309)

$
$
$

YTD
Budget
28,775
50,406
(21,631)

Texas Presbyterian Foundation Funds
Amount Invested
Income Earned Since Inception
Subtotal
Unrealized Gains Since Inception
Total Value of TPF Funds
as of February 28, 2019

$
$
$
$
$

166,356.41
39,536.19
205,892.60
41,803.27
247,695.87

Evergreen Wednesday FNS Schedule
April 2019
Randy Sams’ Mission
The 1st Sunday night of each
month a dinner is served for
the shelter. Below is the
schedule of volunteers in
charge of these dinners.
April 7
*Ruth & Buddy Bell
Dr. Roy & Vicki Deskin &
Sarah Propps
May 5
*Cynthia & John Wesley
Dean & Bob Ransdell (Need
Volunteers Here)
June 2
*Becky & Kevin Thompson
Betty Anthony & Beth & Dee
Dee McHenry-Pope
(*Denotes Group Coordinator)
Additional volunteers would
be helpful for these months.
Please contact the team coordinator to offer assistance.

April 3
April 10
April 17
April 24

† Northwood
† Choctaw
† Clearview
† Cooper Lane † Moores Lane † Maryland
† No Family Night Supper
† Pine Knoll
† Fortune
† Meadow Lane

From the Diaconate: The annual Easter
Egg Hunt, in conjunction with the youth,
will be held on Saturday, April 20, 2019 at
11:00 am. Bring your grandchildren,
neighbors kids and friends. The diaconate
will provide hotdogs for lunch following the egg hunt and prize/
awards. You are asked to bring sides such as chips, fruit, beans,
potato salad, etc., to go with hotdogs. We would like a tentative
count of attendance to be sure we have enough food so if possible,
notify the church office if you are attending.

Also church members are asked to bring candy or small prizes to
stuff in plastic eggs. Or you can leave money in the office and the
deacons will get what is needed. We have unused plastic eggs on
hand so we do not need them at this time.
The schedule for that day is:
11:00 Arrival
11:15 Hunt eggs
11:30 Prize giveaways/egg count
12:00 Lunch

Hope to see you there!

First Presbyterian Church

Presbyterian Women
April 2019
PW Coordinating Team: Monday April 8, 2019
at 4:00 p.m. - Library
Beck/Greisser Circle Meeting: Tuesday April 9
at 10:00 a.m. - Library
Zelle Moore Circle Meeting: Thursday April 11
at 6:00 p.m. - Library

FRESH FLOWERS FOR
EASTER SUNDAY
Everyone is encouraged to bring
fresh flowers to attach to our
wire cross on Easter Sunday
morning. The cross will be
placed outside the Fellowship
Hall entrance.

Please see below a list of your current Elders and Deacons.
Class of 2019
Ruth Penney Bell
Griffin Johnson
Cordell Klein
Martha Nell Richards
Nancy Jackson
Class of 2019
Susan Andrews
Betty Anthony
Josh Davitt
Richard Sexton

ELDERS
Class of 2020
Kurt Andrews
Dan Boyles
Jane Davitt
Sarah Propps

Class of 2021
Sallie Dill
Aimee Gilliland
Stephanie Jackson
Gay Thompson

DEACONS
Class of 2020
Beth McHenry Pope
Kevin Thompson
John Wesley
Pat Willis

Class of 2021
Sue Ellen Hall
Brian Jackson
Erin McCasland
Jeannie Sexton

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING (OGHS) reflects the call of
Isaiah to become repairers of the breach, opening doors to
become the church with all the people we see. OGHS is the
single, largest way that Presbyterians come together every
year to work for a better world — sharing God’s love with
our neighbors-in-need around the world by providing relief
from natural disasters, food for the hungry, and support for
the poor and oppressed. Each gift helps to improve the lives
of people in challenging situations through three impactful
programs: PRESBYTERIAN DISASTER ASSISTANCE : Works
alongside communities as they recover and find hope after
the devastation of natural or human-caused disasters PRESBYTERIAN HUNGER PROGRAM : Takes action to alleviate
hunger and the systemic causes of poverty so all may be fed
SELF-DEVELOPMENT OF PEOPLE : Invests in communities responding to their experiences of
racism, oppression, poverty and injustice and educates Presbyterians about the impact of
these societal ills. The FPC session gladly approved the taking of this Special Offering.

FIRST
PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH
516 Pecan Street
Texarkana, AR 71854
(870) 774-6453

www.firstprestexarkana.org
Rev. David Fletcher dfletchjdf@aol.com
Rev. Judy Fletcher jrfletcher44@gmail.com
music@firstprestexarkana.org
office@firstprestexarkana.org
CE Consultant leahodoughty@gmail.com

Church Staff
Rev. David Fletcher (972) 365-0294
Rev. Judy Record Fletcher (940) 206-8656
Temporary Supply Pastors
Leah Doughty, Christian Ed. Consultant
(260) 224-8776
Rebecca Johnson, Administrative Assistant
Roy Thomas, Custodian
Nancy Jackson, Clerk of Session
Beth McHenry-Pope, Moderator of Diaconate
Dan Boyles, Church Treasurer
Betty Anthony, Church Co-Treasurer

--------------------------------------------------------------EASTER LILIES
If you are interested in donating Easter Lilies, please complete the information below. We ask that you return
this form and a donation of $12.00 per Easter Lily to the Church Office by Sunday, April 14, 2019. For more
information, please contact the Church Office at (870) 774-6453.

PLEASE PRINT LEGIBLY
Name: _____________________________________________________ Date: ____________________
Telephone Number: ____________________________________

Quantity: _________________

Memorial Designation: __________________________________________________________________
Honorarium Designation: _______________________________________________________________
Form of Donation: Cash: _____ Check: _____ Total:$_______________

Signature: ____________________________________________________________________________

