Our Mission Statement Is to Share the Love of Christ,
to Empower People to Serve, and to Glorify God.
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Just a few fallible words about what I think from month to month…
Rev. Susan
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That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes,
which we looked upon and have touched with our hands, concerning the word of lifethe life was made manifest, and we have seen it, and testify to it and proclaim to you the eternal life,
which was with the Father and was made manifest to us1 John 1:1-2

TESTIMONY – ‘CAN I GET A WITNESS’?
If you grew up even peripherally religious in the South, you’ve heard about ‘testimonies.’ There
is a cultural phenomenon of ‘giving your testimony’ in certain faith traditions here in the South. When
we hear this term, we think of folks publically professing their faith in Jesus Christ as their Lord and
Savior and telling of the moment at which they made that life-changing decision to accept God’s gift of
grace for themselves. While this is an accurate description of ‘testimony,’ and it describes a powerful
and profound moment in a person’s life, ‘testimony’ encompasses a broader scope of events. I believe
we experience daily events to which we can testify. So, what is ‘testimony?’ Who gives ‘testimony?’
Why give ‘testimony?’ If ‘testimony’ sounds foreign to us, or ‘something other Christians do,’ why is
that? Why is ‘testimony’ not a significant part of our Reformed faith tradition? Was it once, and if so,
where did it go? If it should be, how could we make it a vital part of our tradition again?
These are all questions we’ll be looking at during the Bible Study portion of STEWPOT during
April. We’ll be hearing a couple of testimonies from members of the congregation the first two
Wednesday nights in May. And Sarang, Arthur, and I hope to build Pentecost Sunday around the sacrament of testimony. Can ‘testimony’ be considered a ‘sacrament?’ By definition, a sacrament is a rite or
ceremony instituted by Jesus, and observed by the church as a means of or visible sign of grace. The
English word sacrament is from the Latin sacramentum, which means to make holy, or to consecrate.
http://www.theopedia.com/sacraments.
Come join us for A Look At Testimony by Cautious Christians.
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Randy Sams’
Mission

The volunteers for the next
few months are as follows:
April 3
*Jane & Pat Davitt
Trudy Pomeroy, Kathi
Hickerson & Val Buster
May 1
*Dean & Bob Ransdell
Sheila & Marshall Moore,
Margie Rhodes, &
Cynthia & John Wesley
* Denotes Group Coordinator
June 5
*Becky & Kevin Thompson
Betty & Keith Anthony, Beth
McHenry & DeeDee Pope
Additional volunteers
would be helpful for
these months: August,
October, & December.
All you need to do is contact
the Team Coordinator for
the specific month you desire,
or Pat Davitt of the 2016
Diaconate. Again, please
consider being a local
mission volunteer for FPC
and this great calling!

Seeking Checkers!
Do you have a checker board
and checkers that you can loan
to the church for Stewpot?
Please bring it by Sarang’s
office by April 12th and you
can pick it up after Family
Night Supper on April 13th!
Thank you!

Stewpot
This spring’s stewpot will be slightly different from the ones in the past. We are
only having 3 weeks, starting from April 13th, and instead of sticking with one particular stewpot class, you are free to pick the class that interests you the most each
week. So you may be interested in learning about the Community Garden, but also
want to learn about our New Office Software, and also want to spend some time
with the youth. You can do that! Each week you can choose what you go to.


Bible Study - A Look at Testimony by Cautious Christians - led by Rev. Arnold
 Current Missions Presentation - Community Garden (Betty Anthony), Card Ministry (Linda Cogbill), and The Sharing Place (Pat Willis), in the respective areas.
 Fun and Games - Youth and Adults will play games during this time to get to
know one another. Games may vary depending on attendance but currently
the plans are: Checkers Tournament & Bocce Ball, and Human Chess Led by Josh Davitt & Tony Uzzell, in varying locations
 New Office Software - learn about the churchtraconline.com, its different features, and how it can help you and the church better keep track of our church
lives! Led by Maggie Uzzell, in the Fellowship Hall
*
continues as normal, but may join Fun and Games on occasion.
* Godly Play for Evergreen continues as normal.

Social Media Help
Over the past month or so I have heard from a few people some of the difficulties
they have had accessing some information online. There have been many shifts in
the past few years into sharing information digitally and unfortunately that sometimes leaves you to try and figure out how to access that information that is apparently readily available, but doesn't seem to appear on your phone screen as easily as
you want it.
So I am wondering if it would do our members some good if I offered some initial
training over April or May, and then monthly Social Media help hours on some of
the digital resources that we use at our church, including but not limited to:
- How to be sure to get our emails. It's not all on the office, you can help!
- How to use and access google drive, it's where I share most files with committees
and volunteers.
- Ways to access the newsletter on the computer and on our smart phones.
- Interacting with FPC's facebook page.
- Accessing FPC's Facebook Prayer Partners group.
- How to set up our church calendar on your phone.
- Utilizing our website - www.firstprestexarkana.org
- And whatever else we come up with :)
I have already heard back from some of you but there, I am sure, are many more
voices out there that have questions or a need. Would you kindly give me some
feedback on how I can help you access the information we share with you on a regular basis. We want to make sure that you are able to access what we send out in a
timely and efficient manner.
Sarang (love.jundo@gmail.com)

First Presbyterian Church

Presbyterian Women Updates – April 2016
HONORARY LIFETIME MEMBERSHIP
Congratulations to Shirley Cline
PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN SPRING GATHERING
Saturday, April 9, 2016
Broadmoor Presbyterian Church
Shreveport, LA
Registration begins at 9:30 am
MARK THESE DATES ON YOUR CALENDAR!
PW Spring Gathering – April 09, 9:30am
PW Council – April 11, 12:00 pm
Josephine Beck Circle – April 12, 10:00 am
Zelle Moore Circle – April 14, 6:00 pm
Elizabeth Ann Greisser Circle – April 19, 10:00 am
PW Birthday Dinner – May 1, 2016

April Worship/Study Schedule
SUNDAY
Worship Services
11:00 a.m.: What is ‘Seen & Heard?’
1 John 1:1-2:2

WEDNESDAY
Family Night Supper
3

11:00 a.m.: Balance Needs a Strong Core I
1 John 3:1-7

10

11:00 a.m.: Balance Needs a Strong Core II
1 John 3:16-24

17

11:00 a.m.: Fear Not!
1 John 4:7-21

24

FERNCLIFF
Summer Camp Presentation

Worldviews, the Bible,
And the Believer

7

STEWPOT

Worldviews, the Bible,
And the Believer

14

STEWPOT

Worldviews, the Bible,
And the Believer

21

STEWPOT

Worldviews, the Bible,
And the Believer

28

13
20
27

THURSDAY
Brown Bag Bible Study
6
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Diaconate

Volunteers Needed
The Worship Committee thinks it would be helpful to
have volunteers serve as Funeral Hosts, particularly in
the Fellowship Hall area, before, during, and after a funeral or memorial service at our church.
We provide ushers in the sanctuary. However, extended
family members, out of town guests, and in-town nonmembers frequently need help when entering the education building - directions to restrooms, family gathering
place, location of elevator, etc.
Please call/text Remica Gray (903-748-1721) or send
an email (remicag@aol.com) if you would be willing so
serve as a Funeral Host.

Evangelism Needs Your Help
Evangelism is the announcement, proclamation, and/or
preaching of the gospel. As a church we use evangelism
to help us grow. Growing a church not only requires
ministry inside our walls, but outside as well. We
would like your ideas of how we can use evangelism to
minister to those outside our walls.

New Members
In March we welcomed
Bunn & Elizabeth Fawcett
to our church family!
Welcome Fawcetts!
Please continue to help them
feel welcome in our midst!

The Diaconate mission for the 2nd quarter of 2016
will be a fan/air conditioner drive. In order to help
those in need get through what is sure to be a hot
summer the Diaconate is asking that members donate
fans and/or money for the 2nd quarter mission. The
Diaconate will work with other groups in town to get
fans distributed properly, and money collected will go
towards the purchase of portable air conditioners for
distribution to those who have the greatest risk of heat
related injury, such as the elderly and sick. This drive
will allow FPC to make a major and lasting impact on
our local community by helping the less fortunate beat
the heat!
You can direct any questions you have regarding
the 2nd quarter mission to Michael Gilliland or any
other member of the Diaconate.

With Sympathy
The families of
Frank Harland,
Thomas “Scotty” Davidson,
Maxine Pavey &
Bernard Sarrett
are in our thoughts
and prayers.

Causes of Strokes
Trouble with speaking and understanding. Slurring of words or difficulty understanding speech.
 Paralysis or numbness of the face, arm or leg.
Try to raise both arms over your head at same time. If one arm begins to fall, you may be having a stroke. If
one side of your mouth is drooping when you try to smile you may be having a stroke.
 Trouble with seeing in one or both eyes.
You may suddenly have blurred or blackened vision in one or both eyes, or you may see double.
 Headache. Sudden, severe headache, which may be accompanied by vomiting, dizziness or altered consciousness, may indicate you’re having a stroke.
CALL 911 RIGHT AWAY. DON’T WAIT TO SEE IF THE SYMPTOMS GO AWAY.
EVERY MINUTE COUNTS.
THE LONGER A STROKE GOES UNTREATED,
THE GREATER THE POTENTIAL FOR BRAIN DAMAGE AND DISABILITY!
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April Calendar
WEEKLY EVENTS

SUNDAY
9:30 a.m.
Prayer Time - Pastor’s Study
9:45 a.m.
Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal
11:00 a.m. Worship
3:00 p.m. Hand Bells
6:00 p.m. Youth Group
6:00 p.m. Bible Drill
MONDAY
9:30 a.m. Exercise IV Him - Fellowship Hall
6:00 p.m. Boy Scouts, Caddo Troop #8
WEDNESDAY
10:00 a.m. Card Ministry Team
2:00 p.m. Staff Meeting
5:00 p.m. Blood Pressure Check
5:30 p.m. CLICK Ministry
6:00 p.m. Family Night Supper
6:30 p.m. Stewpot
6:30 p.m. Godly Play - Evergreen Residents
6:30 p.m. Youth Group
7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal
THURSDAY
9:00 a.m. Angel Quilts
10:00 a.m. The Sharing Place
12:05 p.m. Brown Bag Bible Study

4 - April Jackson
6 - Phillip Jackson
10 - Ann Burke
10 - Kathy Stewart
10 - Nelwyn Burke
12 - Mary Margaret Solomon
13 - Margie Rhodes
13 - Pat Willis
13 - Ryan Williamson

14 - Cecil Pavey
15 - Norman Lash
16 - Bill Benefiel
21 - Anna Moore
21 - Marshall Moore
22 - Lauren Black
22 - Sandra Holmes
22 - Edward Jackson
22 - John McDowell
25 - Cole Jackson
26 - Molly Beth Malcolm
28 - Jane Davitt
29 - Jessica Sharp
30 - Tom Wooten

SPECIAL EVENTS

SUNDAY, APRIL 3
10:30 a.m. Around the Coffee Pot
6:00 p.m. Dinner for Randy Sam’s Shelter
MONDAY, APRIL 4
5:30 p.m. Christian Education Committee Meeting
TUESDAY, APRIL 5
7:00 a.m. NO MEN’S BREAKFAST
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 6
5:15 p.m.
Stewardship Committee Meeting
6:30 p.m.
Ferncliff Presentation
SATURDAY, APRIL 9
9:00 a.m. Downtown Community Garden Meeting
MONDAY APRIL 11
2:00 p.m. Federal Retiree Meeting
TUESDAY, APRIL 12
10:00 a.m. Josephine Beck Circle Meeting
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 13
4:00 p.m. Evangelism Committee Meeting
5:00 p.m. Diaconate Committee Meeting
THURSDAY, APRIL 14
6:00 p.m. PW Zelle Circle - Annex
SATURDAY, APRIL 16
8:00 a.m. Pines Presbytery Meeting
SUNDAY, APRIL 17
4:00 p.m. Worship Committee Meeting
MONDAY, APRIL 18
12:00 p.m. PW Coordinating Meeting - Library
TUESDAY, APRIL 19
7:00 a.m. Men’s Breakfast
10:00 a.m. Greisser Circle Meeting
THURSDAY, APRIL 21
5:00 p.m. Session Meeting
FRIDAY, APRIL 22 ~ SUNDAY APRIL 24
Life Touch Family Portraits
SUNDAY, APRIL 24
2:00 p.m. [Youth Group] Arkansas High School Play
4:00 p.m. [DYG] Worship Service Project

5 ♥ Libby & Brad White
7 ♥ Jane & Pat Davitt
19 ♥ Shelly & Michael Thannum
25 ♥ Ruth & Buddy Bell
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New Church Management Software

Pictorial Directory

As you know, Maggie Uzzell, our new church treasurer,
will be talking about our new church management software and showing members how to access and update
their information in the new software for Stewpot. Some of the things that members will be able to do
is update your address and phone numbers anytime
online using a secure login, check their giving statements
throughout the year, and more.
If you would like to participate in this session, please
email Maggie your name and email address BEFORE the
session to maggieuzzell@gmail.com. Your email address must be plugged in to the office side of the software before you can receive your secure login.

Lifetouch will be at church April 22-24, 2016 to take
pictures for our new pictorial directory. You will receive an automated call from Life Touch to remind you
to sign up for a time starting April 4th to have your family's picture taken. You can sign up online by scanning
or clicking the QR code below, on the sign up sheets on
the round table in the foyer by the church office, or call
the church office.
The appointments are taken in 10 minute increments
and are available at the following times:




Friday, April 22: 2pm - 9pm
Saturday, April 23: 10am - 5pm
Sunday, April 24: 12pm - 7pm

Every family will have the option of purchasing photos
taken that day, and will receive a free pictorial directory.

What’s the Youth Group up to in April?
Each Sunday in April we will be working on our Youth
Sunday liturgy and songs. We will be practicing and
thinking about what we want to share with the church.
On April 24th, we will be going to Arkansas High’s
School Play, Harvey, at 2pm. At 4pm the Downtown
Youth Group is getting together to worship and serve in
various arenas in the downtown Texarkana area; at
Randy Sam’s, the Downtown Garden, and possibly
even a street clean up.
Please put May 8th in your calendars; it is not only Mother’s Day this
year, it is also Youth Sunday!
Additionally, on May 7th, the Youth
of FPC and Northwood Presbyterian
will get together for a car wash/bake sale fundraiser at
1103 Arkansas Blvd from 10am-2pm. Please come by,
get your car washed and buy some baked goodies!
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Ongoing Financial Status
For the Two Months Ended February 29, 2016
FEB

FEB

Year to Date

Year to Date

Actual

Budget

Actual

Budget

Income

$ 39,434

$ 26,109

$77,410

$52,380

Expenses

$ 28,707

$ 29,454

57,817

58,908

Net Income (Loss)

$10,727

$ 19,592

$19,592

($6,528)

Texas Presbyterian Foundation
FEBRUARY
Initial Amount Invested
Income Earned Since Inception
Subtotal

$115,853
20,694
136,547

Unrealized Gains Since Inception
Total Value of TPF Funds

March in Pictures

14,678
$168,035

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

516 Pecan Street
Texarkana, Arkansas 71854
Phone: 870-774-6453
Fax: 870-773-4199
E-mails: 1stpresbytxk@cableone.net
revsusan1stpres@cableone.net

Our Mission Statement Is to Share the
Love of Christ, to Empower People to
Serve, and to Glorify God.

College Students @ Montreat cont.
The last keynote speech was done by Nadia Bolz-Weber. Nadia is the founding pastor for House for All Sinners and Saints in
Denver, Colorado. She's an unconventional Lutheran pastor, to say the least. Her sleeve of tattoos on both arms, her foul
mouth, and her study sessions in basement bars all helped her earn the "unconventional" title. The surprising and impressive
thing about Nadia is her respect for tradition and theology. She looks like someone who would fully support a church praise
band and probably play the drums for them. In reality, Nadia insists on old Christian hymns in her own church and has theological backing for all of her seemingly unorthodox methods. One of the questions Nadia raised to us as a church body is
this: What are we, as a church, doing to make young people feel unwelcome? Her lead up to this explained how the delivery method of the Word has changed. People, young and old, are realizing that there are different ways that the Word
comes to them best. Nadia's point in this question is that we have gotten to a place where we feel like we can't bring our
problems to church. In reality, church is where we are meant to bring the dirtiest, messiest versions of ourselves. For some
reason, people are feeling like they can't do that. I can speak on behalf of the millenials when I say they're feeling that way
and I think it's safe for me to assume that there are adults and older generations that also feel like they have to put on their
best face and hide their struggle every time they walk into our sanctuary. While I know and respect that church is mostly
seen as a place to come and rejoice and praise God, it is also a place to cry out to God and ask why. If you can come to
church with a smile on your face, it will make my heart smile back. If you can't come to church with a smile on your face,
then my arms and ears are open to you. I believe that we as a congregation are meant to be the caretakers of each other in
good times and bad. It is time to show our youth, especially hyperactive, insecure teenage boys, that it's okay to struggle and
it's okay to not struggle.
This week made me realize that as an adult who is highly involved in church and the lives of our youth, only half of my interest should be in growing my own faith. It's now my job, our job, to grow our youths faith. Sometimes they need unadulterated fun and sometimes they need an example of over-the-top love for Jesus Christ. They don't know yet how difficult it's
going to be and we're here to show them the very best way to shoulder those difficult times: God. When we learn now, we
learn for us and for them.
Ruth Arnold

