
 Just a few fallible words about what I think from month to month… 
Rev. Susan 

COMMU�ICATIO� 

Communication is something that can ALWAYS be improved in any institution or 
workplace, and the church is no exception.  We currently have a system that works as 
well or better than many churches with which I’ve been associated.  You can find out 
what’s going on at FPC by the touch of a button—our website, 
www.firstprestexarkana.org, or the church’s facebook page/FPC Texarkana, or the 
Youth facebook page/Jane Portis-Youth.  Or, we have a great monthly newsletter with 
much of the same information that goes to the website, but sent to your mailbox each 
month.  As well, the bulletin still has a weekly calendar of events and pertinent weekly 
announcements for the life of the church.  Sherry Wilburn sends a monthly prayer list to 
the congregation via email.  And last, but CERTAINLY not least, our own Jane sends daily, up to the minute, 
announcements as they come to our attention via email to her extensive church group email list.  A big thank you to 
all who make communication really good at FPC.   
But, as I said, communication is something we can ALWAYS improve.  One improvement we are implementing on 
the Staff and Session levels:  forming a habit of, following every decision made by either body, asking ourselves the 
question, “Who in the church will this affect, and how will it affect them?”  For example, the Preschool Board has 
realized that communication between the Board, the Session, and the Congregation needs improvement.  We will 
begin making monthly financial reports from the Preschool available to the Session, and informing the Session of 
pertinent Preschool information, such as the demographics of the school’s student population and the progress on 
our search for a new director.  (Please see our newly adopted Director’s Job Description on the website.)   

PRESCHOOL 

In truth, we need to define, or re-define, the relationship between the school and the church.  My understanding is 
that a part of the original vision was for the school to be a Mission to lower income children and subsidized by the 
church.  As I have sat with the apparent discrepancy between what we have now and that potential part of the 
original vision, one question occurred to me:  Does the fact we have ‘paying customers’ diminish the missional 
component of our Preschool?  I tend to think not. We are still offering a service that meets a need in our 
community.  As a matter of fact, the Board is now considering taking state issued voucher clientele.  In our efforts 
to redefine our relationship with the preschool, let me show you two things our church staff do/will be doing to 
interact with the school… 

CHAPEL TIME — Every Wednesday @ 10:00 a.m. 
9/2 –   Mark 10:2-16    Jesus invites the little children and tells his disciples Heaven is full of such. 
9/9 –   Mark 10:17-31  Jesus tells a very rich young man that he has to give away all he has and follow Jesus. 
9/16 – Mark 10:35-45  Jesus tells his disciples that the first must be last, and the last will be first. 
9/23 – Mark 10:46-52  Blind Bartimaeus begs Jesus to have mercy on him and make him see again. 
9/30 – Mark 12:28-34  Jesus tells us the greatest commandments are to “Love God.”  And “Love Others.”   

MUSIC APPRECIATIO� 

Jim, our new Choir Director/Organist, will soon begin a music class with the little ones focusing on musical games, 
rhythm, and movement.  He will also teach them some simple songs with the sign language that goes with them.   
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CHURCH GROWTH IN THREE MINUTES OR LESS   BY REV . JOHN ARNOLD 

 

I am going to share with you some very simple things you can do to help the church grow in just 3 
minutes, but first here are two important statistics that I recently shared at family night supper.  First, 
98% of people have a precipitant event in their life within 2 months prior to their initial visit to 

a church.  That means people visiting church are experiencing significant life change.  The change 
can be positive or negative.  It can be a birth, a death, a move, a job loss, a job gain, a marriage, a 
divorce, etc.  The important thing to realize is that this significant life change is a ministry 
opportunity.  You have an opportunity to be a friend in the name of Christ, not just be friendly.   

Second statistic:  The average person needs at least 7 positive contacts to feel a church is friendly.  
Those positive contacts do not have to be grandiose gestures.  It may be a person near them saying, 
“good morning”, or an usher being helpful, or the pastor introducing him or herself.  Making a 
positive contact is something we can all do, but it takes being intentional.  I challenge you to adopt 
“The 3 Minute Rule”.   

The 3 minute Rule is “For the first three minutes following worship I will greet new people or 

people I do not normally speak to”.  Get out of the rut of speaking to the usual folks and hone your 
awareness of who is new in our midst.  If you are worried about introducing yourself to someone you 
“should” know,  swallow your pride.  The world won’t come to an end if you by chance commit such 
a faux pas.  We have all done it.  Those moments are a small price to pay to insure that someone new 
feels genuinely welcomed to our church family.  If just half of us would adopt the 3 minute rule, we 
could eliminate anyone ever coming to our church and having the experience of being lonely in a 
crowd.   

SYMPATHY 

Norman Alexander, 
Stepfather of      
Reg Jackson   

passed away on                          
August 4, 2009. 

‘ROUND THE COFFEE POT 
VOLUNTEERS 

September 6 – Mark & Martha Nell Richards                                                               
September 13 - Georgette Peckham                                             

September 20 - Elementary Sunday School Class                                            
September 27 - Kathy Boyles                      

We thank these good people for their service.         

If you are willing to serve, please contact 

Martha �ell Richards at (903) 838-7106. 

September 3 Chapter 12 
September 10 Chapter 13  
September 17 Chapter 14 
September 24 Chapter 15 
October 1 Chapter 16 

BROWN BAG BIBLE STUDY       STUDY OF JOHN ’S REVELATION 

October 8 No Class 
October 15 Chapter 17 
October 22 Chapter 18 
October 29 Chapter 19 
November 5 Chapter 20 

November 12 Chapter 21 
November 19  Chapter 22/ 
  Conclusion 

SYMPATHY 

Joseph “Bud”    
Calhoun, Brother 
of John Calhoun   
passed away on                          
August 5, 2009. 
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PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN NEWS 

You are invited to attend a Circle Gathering in September - 
We will get our new year started with fun, fellowship and study.  

 

Beck Circle meets in the Church Annex, Tuesday, Sept. 8 at 10 A.M.  
Greisser Circle meets in the Church Library, Tuesday, Sept. 15 at 10 A.M. 

Moore Circle meets at the home of Peggy Davis, Thursday, Sept. 17 at 7 P.M. 
 

We will begin our 2009 – 2010 Horizons Bible Study 
Joshua: A Journey of Faith 

 

• Who is the God of Joshua? 

• Outsiders become Insiders  

• Can War be Holy?  

• God’s Concern for Justice  

• The Place of Rest                                       Joshua fought the Battle of Jericho  

• The Challenge of God’s Covenant  
 

The author of our 2009 – 2010 Horizons Study is a lifelong resident of the Middle East.  Daily she sees 
the effects of centuries of political and theological disputes in the Promised Land, and her perspective in 
writing our study is different from an American who has never personally encountered the problems of 
those lands.  

The study which Mary Mikhael has written focuses primarily on growth in our faith and commitment to 
Jesus Christ and putting the traditions of Joshua into conversation with our own experiences.  She 
approaches the study in terms of theological themes, rather than a historical timeline and in our beautiful 
study book each lesson includes maps, photos, artwork, artifacts and archaeological information about the 
region.   

Beginning with how God is understood by the Israelites and modern Christians, she continues by offering 
studies on leadership, the covenant and the promise of Canaan, non-Israelites in the land (notably Rahab), 
justice and commitment.  We are often reminded of the consequences of turning away from obedience to 
God.  How timely is this study?  

We are encouraged to read the books of DEUTERONOMY and JOSHUA before beginning the 
study.  In DEUTERONOMY 31:23, the Lord promises Joshua, “Be strong and courageous, for you will 
bring the Israelites into the land I promised them on oath, and I myself will be with you.”  So the Lord 
will be with us as we take a journey of faith in studying JOSHUA.   ( Review of our study book by Gail 

Abrahamson)   Join us!  
Prayer 

As we begin the study of Joshua, we pray for inspiration and guidance from the Holy Spirit, so that we can discover 
the word of God for our lives as women of the church.  God, our Father, we praise you and glorify your name.  We 
open our hearts and minds to you so that we can hear your voice, feel your presence, and be assured of your 
guidance.  Help us to become instruments in your hand, to change the world and make it a place where you can 
dwell with us.  For this we pray in the name of Jesus our Lord.  Amen. 
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Arlington, Texas  - FPC youth, adults, and friends enjoyed an evening of fun, 
food, and fellowship on the evening of August 14, 2009.  Twenty-six folks watched 
the baseball game, enjoyed great ballpark food, and thirteen hours of fellowship! 

Youth and friends attend Texas Rangers v. Boston Red Sox game 

FPC Youth pool party and cookout at the home of Beth and Chuck Morgan 

Thank you to the Morgans for opening their 
home and pool to our youth group and 
friends for a wonderful evening of fun! 
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 WEEKLY EVE�TS 
SUNDAY 
  9:45 a.m. Sunday School 
10:30 a.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal 
11:00 a.m. Worship 
  4:00 p.m. Handbells I 
  4:00 p.m. Youth Guitar Instruction (Alternate Weeks) 
  4:30 p.m. Youth Music Practice (Alternate Weeks) 
  5:00 p.m. Youth Handbells 
  6:00 p.m. Handbells II 
  6:00 p.m. Jr./Sr. High Youth Groups 
MONDAY 
 7:30-5:30 p.m. First Presbyterian Baby Steps & Preschool 
  6:00 p.m. Tower Bells — Lessons for Beginners 
  7:00 p.m. Tower Bells — Practice 
  7:00 p.m. Al-Anon 
TUESDAY 
 7:30-5:30 p.m. First Presbyterian Baby Steps & Preschool 
10 - 12:00 p.m. Prescription Assistance Program 
WEDNESDAY 
 7:30-5:30 p.m. First Presbyterian Baby Steps & Preschool 
  9:30 a.m. Card Ministry Team 
  6:00 p.m. Family Night Supper 
  6:30 p.m. Bible Study 
  6:30 p.m. Jr./Sr. High Youth Groups 
  7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal 
THURSDAY 
 7:30-5:30 p.m. First Presbyterian Baby Steps & Preschool 
  9:00 a.m. Angel Quilts 
10:00 a.m. The Sharing Place 
12:00 p.m. Brown Bag Bible Study 
FRIDAY 
 7:30-5:30 p.m. First Presbyterian Baby Steps & Preschool 

 SPECIAL EVE�TS 
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 1 
  7:00 a.m. Men’s Breakfast 
12:00 p.m. Angel Fund Foundation Volunteer Luncheon 
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 2 
  4:00 p.m. Stewardship Committee Meeting 
  5:00 p.m. Christian Education Committee Meeting 
  5:00 p.m. Personnel Committee Meeting 
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 3 
  6:00 p.m. Worship Committee Meeting 
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 6 
  6:00 p.m. Dinner Randy Sams’ Shelter 
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 8 
10:00 a.m. Josephine Beck Circle — Annex Building 
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 9 
  5:00 p.m. Diaconate 
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 13 
12:00 p.m. Youth Group Sponsored Fish Fry 
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 14 
10:00 a.m. PW Coordinating Team Meeting 
  2:00 p.m. Federal Retirees Meeting 
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 15 
  7:00 a.m. Men’s Breakfast 
10:00 a.m. Elizabeth Anne Greisser Circle — Library 
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 16 
  5:00 p.m. Baby Steps & Preschool Board Meeting 
  5:00 p.m. Evangelism Committee Meeting 
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 17 
  5:00 p.m. Session Meeting 
  7:00 p.m. Zelle Moore Circle — Peggy Davis 
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 29 
  7:00 a.m. Men’s Breakfast 

 

 

September BirthdaysSeptember BirthdaysSeptember BirthdaysSeptember Birthdays    

September AnniversariesSeptember AnniversariesSeptember AnniversariesSeptember Anniversaries    
1 - Alice & Bruce Wilson 
5 - Dorothy & Lonnie Siebel 
12 - LaWanda & Frank West 
18 - Georgette & Richard Peckham 

1 - Matthew Johnson 
3 - Becky Sweet 
5 - Brian Jackson 
6 - Shirley Cline 
6 - Dean Keil 
8 - Patricia Thomas 
11 - Adam Holmes 
13 - Pat Davitt 
13 - Steven Ransdell 
15 - Mona Fomby 
15 - Frank McClain 
18 - Lillian Rorie 

19 - Sue Ellen Hall 
22 - Denzer Burke 
22 - Anna Emerson 
23 - Julie Hall 
23 - Bonnie Judd 
23 - Richard Peckham 
25 - Dean Ransdell 
26 - Megan Moore 
28 - Jean Garrison 
29 - John Calhoun, Jr. 
29 - Brook Strickland 
30 - Remica Gray 



 
F IRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH  

First Presbyterian Church Baby Steps and Preschool 

September 2009  

FPC BABY STEPS & PRESCHOOL SEEKS NEW DIRECTOR 
First Presbyterian Church Baby Steps & Preschool is looking for a new director.  We feel we have a 
good program and are looking to make it a really great program, the envy of the city.  Our new director 
should have:   

∗ A BA in Early Childhood Education, or four years of experience in early childhood education or 
certification required for a preschool director (CDA) 

∗ Proficiency in QuickBooks bookkeeping software 
∗ CPR certification 

Please see www.firstprestexarkana.org for a full job description. 

If you are interested, meet the qualifications, and are willing to submit to a background check, please 
send your resume to FPC Baby Steps, 516 Pecan, Texarkana, AR  71854 or fax to (870) 216-4299.   

(If you aren't interested, but know someone who would be, please pass this information on to them.) 

ITEMS OF SPECIAL INTEREST 

• We are looking for someone who is interested in a Substitute position, to fill in when a teacher is 
absent.   

• We have room for 7 more full time students.  We also have room for 2 students who want to attend 
MWF in our 3-4 year class.    

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 Continue Red &  
Rectangle 

1 2 
10am Chapel 

3 4 5 

6 7 
Green & Oval 

8 9 
10am Chapel 
Zack W &  
Graham J      
B-Day 

10 
Invoices Due 

11 12 
  

13 14 
Purple & Crescent 

15 16 
10am Chapel 

17 18 19 

20 
  

21 
Pink & Hexagon 

22 
Kiki M B-Day 

23 
10am Chapel 

24 25 26 

27 
  

28 
Brown & Diamond 

29 30 
10am Chapel 
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ONGOING FINANCIAL STATUS 
 
 JULY 

 Actual Budget Actual Budget 

Income $ 47,352.86 $38,835.33 $260,128.64 $271,847.31 

Expenses     54,794.35           47,670.08    300,303.19   333,690.56 

Net Income (Loss) ($  7,441.49)  ($ 8,834.75) ($40,174.55) ($61,843.25) 

YEAR-TO-DATE 

It is time to start taking pictures for the 
new Church Directory.  Starting 
September 13th, pictures will be taken in 
the area of the Fellowship Hall between 
9:00 a.m. – 10:30 a.m. and 12:00 p.m. – 
1:30 p.m.  We will also take pictures at 
the same time on September 20th and 
September 27th. Please make sure that all 
of you get your pictures taken.  Thanks.   

Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth.  Worship the Lord with gladness; come into His presence with singing. . . (Psalm 100: 1,2)  
            I have spent a lifetime working in church music.  And, I’m not done yet!  Still, I find the above-written words to be every bit as 
moving today as when I first read them.  In fact, they have become for me a sort of mantra because they capture the very essence of music’s 
intended place in worship.  
            Here’s another thought.  Paul Westermeyer, a well-respected church music practitioner, believes that the music of worship should 
praise our God.  It should inspire our prayers, and finally, through music of worship, we should seek to proclaim the Good News of the 
Gospel.  May it ever be so!  We worship a great God, Who has done great things for us! 
            Music—what a blessing!  What a wonderful gift from God!  No doubt about it—God has seen fit to bless First Presbyterian 
Church!  That much is obvious, even to the casual observer.  Never before have I served a congregation so truly blessed in so very many 
ways—and I’ve been at this for a good long while.  Just look around.  It has pleased the Lord to bless us with a magnificent ring of tower 
bells, a beautiful pipe organ, a wonderful grand piano, a splendid set of handbells as well as a wide diversity of other musical instruments.  
However, this is not all!  
            What is equally obvious is that the Lord has also blessed First Presbyterian Church with many talented musical folk.  For three weeks 
now, I have greatly enjoyed meeting and rehearsing with our Chancel Choir.  Soon, bell rehearsals will begin.  Plans are falling into place 
concerning the youth, as well.  What about you?  I challenge you to become a part of the music ministry here at First Presbyterian Church!  
We’d love to have you—even if you cannot be here all the time!  Don’t let that stop you!  Come when you can.  Come for Christmas.  Come for 
Lent/Easter.  Special occasions.  Get your feet wet!   
            So, please!  Speak to me after worship, or call me at the church office.  God is the Giver of our talents.  Let us seek to use our talents 
for His glory.  A relatively new hymn in our hymnal proclaims, “Let us talents and tongues employ, reaching out with a shout of joy. . .”    Indeed, 
Make a joyful noise unto the Lord. . . 

MUSICAL NOTES FROM DR. JIM 

COME ONE COME ALL THANK YOU NOTE 
Dear Church Family, 

     Thank you so much for your calls, cards, 
emails, the wonderful meal, and your personal 
expressions during the loss of Norman 
Alexander.  It meant so much to have the 
congregation we love remember us, even if 
Norman might have ticketed you during his 
law enforcement career.  The day we decided 
to make FPC of Texarkana our home was one 
of the best decisions we ever made.   

     Again, our love and thanks, 

 Reg, Jeanne, Brett, Mark, Stephanie 
 and the entire family of Norman 

SAVE THE DATE 

Mark your calendars for 
Family Camp,             

July 9 - 11, 2010.   

SYMPATHY 

Barbara Boyd, Mother of              
Dian Acruman passed away on                  

August 18, 2009. 

passed away on                          August 18, 2009. 
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We’re on the Web! 
www.firstprestexarkana.org 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Toddler/PreK: Wee Believe curriculum – “We Belong to God” 
   http://www.pcusa.org/webelieve/weebelieve/index.htm 
 Teacher:  Stephanie Jackson  Substitute: Merilynn Johnson 

1st-6th Grades: We Believe curriculum – “Worship Begins” 
   http://www.pcusa.org/webelieve/elementary/index.htm 
 Teacher:  Chris Walraven   Substitute:  Dan Boyles 

7th -12th Grades: We Believe curriculum – “FAQ:  Faithfully Asking Questions” 
   http://www.pcusa.org/webelieve/faq/index.htm 
 Teacher:  Beth McHenry   Substitute:  Jeff Daniels 

Special Studies When Worldviews Collide (Christians Confronting Culture) 
by Ergun Mehmet Caner 

Teachers:  Sheila and Marshall Moore 

Lectionary Studies    Keeping Holy Time:  Studying the Revised Common Lectionary Year B 
           Teachers:  Margie Rhoads, Richard Peckham, Linda Cogbill, Jane Portis   

Adult I  The Present Word curriculum 
  http://www.pcusa.org/presentword/ 

Teacher:  Chuck Morgan   Substitute:  Ruth Davis 

2009-2010 SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES AND TEACHERS 


