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Just a few fallible words about what I think from month to month...
Rev. Susan

One unique aspect of ministry is that no two days ever seem to be the same.

A daily schedule can change with a single phone call or visit. For some, this unique *
job aspect is cause for rejoicing; for others, cause for much “weeping and gnashing

of teeth.” I am one of the former. I get to experience so many things on any given

day, and I get to do so many different things during any given season of the church

year. This past month proves my point. I got to do some wandering this past

month, and I want to share that with you. Several months ago session agreed to

allow me to staff the same Cursillo weekend renewal retreat I staffed last year at

this time. I left early Thursday morning on October 8", and returned home on

Sunday afternoon, October 1 1™ Once again, this weekend was full of faith,

fellowship and fun. While intensely pouring myself into 40 folks over a 3 day period, I was poured into by
those same 40 folks. While feeding, I got fed.

Along with several of my doctoral colleagues, I am behind on reading and writing. In numerous email
communiqués, I learned that many of them are consistently taking several days away from the church, with
their congregations’ blessings, to get writing time in. So, as soon as I got home from Cursillo, I repacked a
bag and headed out for two days of uninterrupted work on my doctoral paper. I was given the keys to a
friend’s condo on a lake away from everything. (I am truly grateful for the loan of time and space.)

STEWARDSHIP

Stewardship season is upon us. You have already been sent an initial Stewardship letter regarding
attendance at the November 4" Family Night Supper. As that letter said, this year is NOT business as usual.
We need to have a family meeting around the dinner table to discuss unusual issues, both opportunities and
challenges, for this coming year. I’ll be preaching about Stewardship on Sunday, November 1%, a second
letter with your commitment card enclosed goes out the 2™, Family Night Supper is the 4", and Sunday the 8"
is “return your commitment card day!” Please know how important it is that ALL MEMBERS OF THE
FAMILY BE PRESENT FOR THIS FAMILY MEETING!!! And, in order to know and feel we are a part
of the family, we have to invest in the family. See you at the table!!!

BROWN BAG BIBLE 2010 BUDGET it X,

STEWARDSHIP
STUDY The 2010 Revised Budget was

STUDY OF JOHN'S approved by the Session at the

In the coming month, please take

REVELATION October 22nd meeting. some time to prayerfully consider

Please contact Dr. Larry Davis, your financial commitment to the

November 5 Chapter 21 Lary Walker, John or Susan Church. Stewardship Dedication
November 12 Chapter 22 Arnold if you have any Sunday will be on Sunday,

November 19 Conclusion November 8, 2009.

questions.
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THE PRIORITY OF WORSHIP BY REV. JOHN ARNOLD

Recently, I was rapidly walking into St. Michael’s Hospital to visit someone. It was 8:30 at night. 1 was
literally and metaphorically rushing between play practice (A Christmas Carol) and home. I hoped kid’s were at
home finishing chores and homework. A grocery stop and late night dinner still lay ahead of me. Bee-lining to
the door, I found myself simultaneously constructing a shopping list while running lines from the play out loud.
It’s a wonder that security didn’t secure me as I ranted at an invisible character while purposefully pounding
across the parking lot. Something gave me pause and I caught myself hurrying.

I don’t know why, maybe the Holy Spirit smacked me upside the head. (That’s usually what it takes.)
But I recognized that in my hurry I was needlessly detached from God and my surroundings. I slowed a bit,
shoved Scrooge, kids, shopping lists, and time out of my head. I filled my mind instead with the coolness of the
evening, the beauty of parking lot lights glimmering on trees, and the lovely feeling of night. I purposefully
stayed aware and gave thanks as I continued on my way.

I have come to recognize an undeniable connection between corporate worship and being able to hold
that awareness during the week. I don’t fully understand, but worship on Sunday creates the baseline of
connection I have with God. Worship is not an extra-curricular activity. Corporate worship is foundational. The
base for all things in our lives is, or at least should be, honoring God. I find worshipping together particularly
necessary.

Recently, we had a very full worship service, numerically speaking. That fullness enhanced the spirit of
the service. I can feel the difference when people are missing. I would encourage everyone during the busy rush
of Fall activities to be especially mindful of worship. Be here to establish a solid baseline of spiritual awareness
to bring into your week. Be here to be uplifting of your neighbor in the pew. Be here most of all that we might
magnify the gift of worship we as a family offer to God.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION BOOK DRIVE

The Christian Education Committee is sponsoring the Baby Steps BOOK DRIVE.
We are asking each Sunday school class to donate 10 books that would be appropriate
for children from 12 months to 4 years old. The C. E. Committee will make
worksheets to go with each book so when a reader comes in to read, the children will
not only be learning to listen and concentrate but also learn a skill from the
worksheet. Won’t you please join us for the Baby Steps BOOK DRIVE? For ideas,
please see the list of Books for Baby Steps!!! hung on the bulletin boards. Place

your donations in the basket in Fellowship Hall Lobby.

‘ROUND THE COFFEE POT SYMPATHY SYMPATHY
VOLUNTEERS Frank Glasgow, Jr. J. Forrest Bryant,
November 1 — Ruth Davis passed away father of
November 8 - Lil McClerkin on Mark Bryant,
November 15 - Gail Cogbill October 2, 2009. passed away on
November 22 - Dean Ransdell October 19, 2009.
November 29 - Opportunity Available Y v N
We thank these good people for their service.
If you are willing to serve, please contact { @_} &Q
Martha Nell Richards at (903) 838-7106. Our Hearts Our Hearts

go out to... go out to...
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PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN NEWS

The ladies of our PW want you to know what Honorary Life
Membership means.

1"#$ % Ella May Hall
1"#8& % Lula Scott Wilson
1"$" % Elizabeth Freund
1"&() % Elizabeth Ann Greisser' Ruth Hendrick* Julie Hall
+((, % Zelle Moore
+((# % Jean Garrison Ruth Penny Smith
+(($ % June Owen
+((- % LaWanda West
+((& % Flotence Bickly Crank Carmon McFerran
+((. / Billie Ford Lil McClerkin
+(("" % Sue Ellen Hall Martha Nell Richards

01 * *

The symbol above represents and portrays the qualities of persons deserving the honor and recognition of
the Honorary Life Membership. Following are some of the meanings found in the symbol.

The caring, supportive hands represent women who seek to build an inclusive community of Presbyterian
Women. The leaf represents growth of our personal and corporate response to Jesus Christ as we nurture
our faith. The dove indicates our work for peace in our own lives and throughout the world, shown in the
globe. At the center of the design is the cross, by which our sins are forgiven and we are freed to live in
Christ who is at the center of our lives. The overall design is of a butterfly, a symbol of newness in Christ
and the emergence of a new creation — Presbyterian Women.
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Presbytery of the Pines Youth
Groups

Magical Mystery Tour
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7:30-5:30 p.m. First Presbyterian Baby Steps & Preschool

WEEKLY EVENTS
SUNDAY
9:45 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal
11:00 a.m. Worship
4:00 p.m. Handbells |
4:00 p.m. Youth Guitar Instruction (Alternate Weeks)
4:30 p.m. Youth Music Practice (Alternate Weeks)
5:00 p.m. Youth Handbells
6:00 p.m. Jr./Sr. High Youth Groups
MONDAY
7:30-5:30 p.m. First Presbyterian Baby Steps & Preschool
6:00 p.m. Tower Bells — Lessons for Beginners
7:00 p.m. Tower Bells — Practice
7:00 p.m. Al-Anon
TUESDAY
7:30-5:30 p.m. First Presbyterian Baby Steps & Preschool
10 - 12:00 p.m. Prescription Assistance Program
11:30 a.m. Texarkana Women'’s Chorus Rehearsal
WEDNESDAY
7:30-5:30 p.m. First Presbyterian Baby Steps & Preschool
9:30 a.m. Card Ministry Team
6:00 p.m. Family Night Supper
6:30 p.m. Bible Study
6:30 p.m. Jr./Sr. High Youth Groups
6:30 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal
THURSDAY
7:30-5:30 p.m. First Presbyterian Baby Steps & Preschool
9:00 a.m. Angel Quilts
10:00 a.m. The Sharing Place
12:00 p.m. Brown Bag Bible Study
FRIDAY

SPECIAL EVENTS

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 1

6:00 p.m. Dinner Randy Sams’ Shelter
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 4

5:00 p.m. Christian Education Committee Meeting

6:30 p.m. Presentation of 2010 Budget
THURSDAY. NOVEMBER 5

6:00 p.m. Worship Committee Meeting
MONDAY. NOVEMBER 9
10:00 a.m. PW Coordinating Team Meeting

2:00 p.m. Federal Retirees Meeting
TUESDAY. NOVEMBER 10
Men’s Breakfast
.m. Josephine Beck Circle — Annex Building
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 11

5:00 p.m. Diaconate
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 17
10:00 a.m. Elizabeth Anne Greisser Circle — Library
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 18

5:00 p.m. Baby Steps & Preschool Board Meeting

5:00 p.m. Evangelism Committee Meeting
THURSDAY., NOVEMBER 19

5:00 p.m. Session Meeting

7:00 p.m. Zelle Moore Circle — Linda Cogbill
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 22
12:00 p.m. Youth Deliver Thanksgiving Baskets
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 24

7:00 a.m. Men’s Breakfast

6:30 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal
THURSDAY. NOVEMBER 26-FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 2
Holiday — Office Closed

socSado=

1 - Louise Alexander
1 - Rachel Fomby
2 - Fran Keasler
2 - Samuel Solomon
3 - Anne Douglas
4 - Gillette McClain
5 - Mary Jo Kolean
5 - Mark Richards
6 - Craig Cogbill
7 - Gail Cogbill
7 - Alan Gray
8 - Joan Boyles
10 - Shelly Bryant
10 - Willis B. Smith
11 - Kathy Bryant
12 - George Crank
13 - Jacob Triptow

- Chris Deskin
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- Charles Jackson
18 - Chad Jordan

18 - Marge Wilhem

19 - Richard Sexton

20 - Joe Hudson

21 - Ted Cline

22 - Beth Morgan

22 - Matthew Williamson

22 - Bruce Wilson
23 - Roy Deskin

23 - Randy Lacy

25 - Stacy Cogpbill
26 - Peggy Davis
26 - Jayce Keil

29 - Matt Arnold

30 - Sylvia Waldrop
30 - David Williams
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November Anniversaries

3 - Susan & John Arnold

15 - Marge & Al Wilhelm

16 - Michelle & Matthew Williamson
19 - Karin & Will Blain

25 - Sheila & Marshall Moore
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First Presbyterian Church Baby Steps and Preschool
November 2009

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
MUSIC Chicken Express CHAPEL MUSIC
Fundraiser from
5-8 p.m.
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
MUSIC Invoices Due CHAPEL MUsSIC
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
Chelsea MUSIC CHAPEL MUsSIC
(Staff) B-day
Pizza Inn
Fundraiser
5-9 p.m.
22 23 24 25 26 27
MUSIC Thanksgiving
Program & Feast
“iram THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY
Early Dismissal -
12 p.m.
P NO SCHOOL
29 30 Theme: Fall and Thanksgiving

MusIC Color: Brown

Shape: Rectangle

LETTER FROM DIRECTOR

Wow, it has almost been 2 months since | began working here. Boy how time flies?!? Although it has
been challenging, there has never been a dull moment. But then again, when working with kids, there
never is! | have thoroughly enjoyed working with the children, staff, church and church family. You all
have been overly gracious and for that, | will always be appreciative. | would like to take the time to wish
all of you a Happy Thanksgiving and a wonderful holiday season. May the Lord bless each and every
one of you and your families.

Thanks,
Shawna Gauntt

ITEMS OF SPECIAL INTEREST

We currently need 10 more children in our Preschool. If you know of any one who has a 12 month old to
4 year old, please inform them of our Preschool program. We need more children in order to keep our
Preschool up and running.
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Congratulations!

SYMPATHY

Paul Hoover, uncle of
Melanie Gloster and Jeff Daniels,

passed away _Q_
on
October 23,2009. C N7

QOur Hearts

Congratulations to the
Owen Families
on the birth of
Bailey Allison Owen
who was born on

September 25, 2009, to

go out to...
Wendi and Joseph Owen.
ONGOING FINANCIAL STATUS WATERSPRINGS
RANCH
SEPTEMBER YEAR-TO-DATE Please continue to
remember the Diaconate’s
Actual Budget Actual Budget monthly mission of the
Income $35,438.07  $38,835.33  $334,131.54 $349,517.97 | collection of the coin banks
for the 2009 “Change for
Expenses 46.556.17 47.670.08 _ 393.584.83 _429.030.72 Children” Fundraising
Net Income (Loss)  ($11,118.10) (5 8,834.75) ($59,453.29) (§79,512.75) | Campaign If{or Vzatersprings
ancn.

MUSICAL NOTES FROM DR. JIM

| just looked at my calendar—counting the weeks until Lessons and Carols. WOW! Unbelievable!
Someone once said to me, “Time flies when you’re having fun, enjoying yourself . . .” Hmmmm! If that be the
case, | must be having the time of my life!

This year, our annual Lessons and Carols worship service will take place on December 13, the third
Sunday of Advent. Already, the Chancel Choir and the Handbell ensembles are busily at work preparing their
respective parts. On Saturday, September 26, the choir had a two-hour long Christmas Music Workshop. We
got our feet wet reading through and breaking down some of the new music we will be singing for Advent/
Christmas this year. It was a terrific experience, and | think we all agreed that we could feel the Christmas spirit
approaching, once more.

Toward that end, | would like to take the opportunity to invite you to come and join the Chancel Choir for
the Advent/Christmas season. Please, think about this.

| know—one more thing to cram into an already busy schedule! Before you close the door to this
possibility, here’s a thought that might make it easier for you—easier and more “do-able.” Beginning with our
second weekly rehearsal in November (Wednesday, November 11), Chancel Choir will rehearse from 6:30 until
8:30. We will spend the first forty minutes working on our Advent/Christmas repertoire in preparation for the
Sundays of Advent, Lessons and Carols, and for Christmas Eve. That way, we can then devote the remainder of
our time to the Choir’s preparations for morning worship. | am purposely designing these few rehearsals this way
so that anyone wishing to join us for Advent/Christmas can come for the first forty minutes and then feel free to
leave at 7 P.M.

As well, | will produce some rehearsal tapes for the Chancel Choir to take home, with which to review their
music, as needed.

How does that sound?

Give this some thought, okay? We'd love to include you in our number for this special and especially
meaningful time of year. What better way to commemorate the season than with some of those wonderful carols
that we’ve all come to dearly treasure over a life time!

In His faithful service,
Jim Spirup, Director of Music Ministries/Organist
First Presbyterian Church
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We’re on the Web!

WWW. ﬁrstprestexarkana .org

Advent and Christmas Music

Noon Advent Mini-Concerts

(Each concert will begin

rd . at 12:05 p.m., last
December 3 — Dr. James Splrup approximately twenty
th , minutes, and will be
December 10™ — Texarkana Women’s Chorus

followed by a light lunch.)
December 17" — The Veritas Academy Singers

A Service of Lessons & Carols

Sunday Morning, December 13" at 11:00 a.m.

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service




