
 Just a few fallible words about what I think from month to month…                                      
Rev. Susan 

One of the most poignant movies I’ve ever seen is Pay It Forward with 
Helen Hunt, Kevin Spacey, and the young Haley Joel Osment released in 2000.  
Osment plays a 12 year old boy whose school teacher, Spacey, has challenged his 
class to come up with projects, in theory, that will make a difference, for the better, in 
the world.  Osment takes his teacher literally, and not only comes up with an idea, but 
succeeds in carrying it out and changing his world for the better.  Osment’s theory 
was to do something really good for someone else and when they come to thank you, 
you simply tell them to ‘pay it forward:’ they have to do something really good for 
someone else when they have the chance. 

18 months ago a crew of women from this church descended on my new kitchen and ‘set it up’ in one 
afternoon.  It was an amazingly wonderful gift to me.  My kitchen is my therapy room.  In cooking, as in yard 
work, I get to see immediate results of effort and creativity.  How could I ever pay all those ladies back?  I had 
the opportunity recently not to pay them back, but to pay their kindness forward to someone else.  The Texas-
side First Methodist Church is the home of the Downtown Youth Theatre.  For four years now, twice a year a 
bevy of folks scurry and flurry up and down her halls creating theatrical productions that have delighted and 
inspired the Texarkana community.  In their wake, these bevies of folks have left tangible traces of chaos and 
overuse of that physical space; a chaos that regular custodial attention just couldn’t keep up with.  It was time for 
some deep cleaning and organizing at First Methodist.  Hearing their plea for help, I remembered what was 
given to us 18 months ago, and because of the gift, choose to give one afternoon to their kitchen.  I packed my 
rubber gloves, SOS soap pads, bleach and rags and arrived ready to ‘do some damage.’  Steve, another 
volunteer, and I worked on that kitchen like banshees.  John then came in and buffed the floor.  I was pleased 
with our efforts, and the whole time I kept thinking, “This is my way of saying, ‘Thank you, ladies at First 
Presbyterian.  I’m paying it forward.’” 

What a wonderful “icing on the cake” moment to hear the next day that after a committee of women 
from First Methodist had seen the kitchen their response was, “We don’t think it’s been this clean in 40 years!”  
It’s a time honored and simple rule, really.  Many religions have said it in one way or another:  “The Hindu 
version:  “Let not any man do to another any act that he does not wish done to himself by others, knowing it to 
be painful to himself” (Mahabharata, Shanti Parva, cclx.21).  The Confucian version:  “Do not do to others what 
you would not want them to do to you” (Analects, Book xii, #2).  The Buddhist version:  “Hurt not others with 
that which pains yourself” (Udanavarga, v. 18).  The Jewish version:  “What is hateful to yourself do not do to 
your fellow man.  That is the whole of the Torah” (Babylonian Talmud, Shabbath 31a).  The Muslim version: 
“No man is a true believer unless he desires for his brother that which he desires for himself” (Hadith, Muslim, 

imam 71-72).  But Jesus said it the most positive and very best way of all, “Do unto others as you would have 
them do unto you” (Luke 6:31).  Thank you, ladies.  You make a difference in our world!   

BROW� BAG BIBLE STUDY 
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A FINANCIAL UPDATE    
BY REV . JOHN ARNOLD ON BEHALF OF THE 

STEWARDSHIP AND FINANCE COMMITTEE 

 

God is moving and our projected deficit for 2010 is declining.   
Two months ago the Stewardship and Finance Committee 
anticipated a deficit possibly as high as $116,000.  No one liked 
the sound of that.  Since then several key events have occurred.  
First, the congregation was made aware that resolution of the 
Annex note would reduce our budget by $30,000 a year.  The 
congregation graciously responded and the note was resolved 
prior to the year’s end.  Two letters encouraging pledging and 
updating the congregation to the financial status of the church 
were mailed out and again the congregation generously replied.  
Even with these two changes in our financial picture, First 
Presbyterian Church was still looking at an estimated deficit of 
$82,180.  So, the Committee examined the budget line by line in 
February and recommended additional cuts.  The Session 
approved those adjustments and a couple more pledges have been 
made, resulting in a projected deficit now of  $61,560.  We still 
have a long way to go, but progress is steadily being made in the 
right direction.  Thank you, God, and many thanks to the 
Stewardship and Finance Committee.   

‘ROUND THE COFFEE POT 

VOLUNTEERS 

March 7 - Ruth Davis                                                             
March 14 - Melanie Gloster                                             
March 21 - Beth McHenry                                           
March 28 - Anne Douglas                               

We thank these good people for their service.        
Volunteers are needed for ‘Round the   

Coffee Pot.  If you are willing to serve, please 

contact Beth McHenry at (870) 772-2384. 

We want to share a neat and exciting bit of 
Bell Ringers news with you.  On Monday 
evening, February 8, 2010, for the first 
time in many years, all eight of our tower 
bells were put into change-ringing action 
solely by local Texarkana bell ringers.  
Remica Gray directed as Charles and Lynn 
Jackson; Susan, John, Ruth, and Matt 
Arnold; Pat Baker; and Andrew Clark rang 
in a bit of new history!   

Way to go, Church Tower Bell Ringers! 

BELL TOWER NEWS 

The Mission of the Card Ministry                            
of the First Presbyterian Church of 

Texarkana is to share the love of 
Christ with those both in and 

outside our congregation.  Our goal 
is to be an instrument of God’s 

peace, hope, joy, and consolation 
through our handmade cards, 

which we send in a spirit of prayer 
to those in need of encouragement, 

support, or special tribute. 

SYMPATHY 

Tommy Strickland, father of                      
Brook Strickland and Sarah Johns, and 
former husband of Margo Strickland, 

passed away on January 23, 2010. 
William C. Jackson, uncle of                    

Charles Jackson, passed away on          
January 29, 2010. 

Bertha Cantu, sister of                              
Ron Cantu, passed away on                           

February 1, 2010. 

    Congratulations to the Deskin 
Families on the birth of                      

Maggie Reese Deskin who 
was born on                

February 19, 2010, to 
Paige and Chris Deskin.   

 

 
RANDY SAMS MISSION 

The volunteers for Sunday, March 7th, are:   
Linda and Stacy Cogbill 
Gillette and Frank McClain 
*Lil and Hayes McClerkin (Group Coordinator). 
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You are invited to attend our You are invited to attend our You are invited to attend our You are invited to attend our     

Annual Citywide Circle MeetingAnnual Citywide Circle MeetingAnnual Citywide Circle MeetingAnnual Citywide Circle Meeting    
We will meet in Fellowship HallWe will meet in Fellowship HallWe will meet in Fellowship HallWe will meet in Fellowship Hall    

Tuesday, March 16, 2010  Tuesday, March 16, 2010  Tuesday, March 16, 2010  Tuesday, March 16, 2010      

At 11:30 am for Fellowship, Lunch At 11:30 am for Fellowship, Lunch At 11:30 am for Fellowship, Lunch At 11:30 am for Fellowship, Lunch     

And Bible StudyAnd Bible StudyAnd Bible StudyAnd Bible Study    

    
We will gather at 11:30 a.m., with our potluck salad lunch to begin at 12 
noon.  Following lunch Margie Rhoads will give our lesson from our 
Horizons Bible Study – Joshua:  A Journey of  Faith.  She will be 
presenting lesson seven – God’s Concern for Justice:  The Cities of  
Refuge.  A brief  business meeting will follow.   

Please bring a salad to be shared.  Our Hospitality Committee will 
provide bread and crackers, dessert and drinks.   

We hope that all of  the women of  our church will be able to attend.  If  
you do not normally participate in circle, this will be an opportunity for 
you to share lunch and fellowship with those of  us who do, learn a little 
about what we are doing and maybe decide that you would like to be 
more active in PW and our circles.   

Ladies from all of  the other Presbyterian Churches in Texarkana are 
being invited.  If  you know someone at one of  the other PC’s in town, 
please extend a personal invitation.  This is such a good opportunity to 
renew old acquaintances and make new friends.   

Looking forward to seeing all of  you on March 16th. 
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Youth Group Happenings - Middle School and High School 
FPC Youth continue to study Simon Peter, and how ordinary people can do 
wonderful things!  We are also learning that our mistakes are opportunities for 
growth and that God will never abandon us.  We are working on turning over our 
“unfinished business” to God and clearing our lives of emotional clutter that robs us 
of our energy and interferes with our communication with our Father.  Being in 
this world, and all the amenities it has to offer for self-medication presents a daily 
battle to not be OF this world and to LET GO and LET GOD! 

Many thanks to volunteers who will teach and lead youth during the early weeks of 
this month, as I receive further surgery and treatment in Houston.  I appreciate 
Susan Morehead, Dr. Jim Spirup, Chris Walraven, Sheila Moore, Chuck  Morgan, 
and Linda Cogbill for donating their time and talents to our youth program.   

        - Jane Portis 

MEALS IN 
MARCH 

March 7 Margie Rhoads, Bonnie Judd, 
  Sherry Wilburn 

March 14 Melanie and Andrew Gloster 

March 21 Dr. Jim Spirup 

Youth Member and Chancel Choir Member,  

Kristina Ellis,  earns Arkansas All-State Choir Position 
Congratulations and job well done to Arkansas High 11th grader, 
Kristina Ellis.  Kristina earned a position in All-Region and then All-
State Choir in Arkansas!  She participated in All-State choir rehearsals 
and performances in Hot Springs on Saturday, February 20th. 
Kristina is the daughter of Susan and Charles Morehead and is an 
active member of our youth group and chancel choir. Way to go, 
Kristina! 

 

Stewpot is Coming! 
Wednesday evenings in April, following Family Night Supper  

Stewpot Classes are offered twice a year and are a wonderful time of fellowship following our 
Family Night Supper at 6:00 p.m. on Wednesday evening.  Classes begin promptly at 6:30 and 
end at 7:00 p.m.  Look for a sign-up board coming soon in the foyer of the Education building.  
There will be something in the Stewpot for everyone!   

 

MUSIC  ART   HEALTH   BIBLE STUDY     
HOBBIES 
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 WEEKLY EVE1TS 
SUNDAY 

  9:45 a.m. Sunday School 
10:30 a.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal 
11:00 a.m. Worship 
  4:00 p.m. Handbells I 
  5:00 p.m. Youth Handbells 
  6:00 p.m. Jr./Sr. High Youth Groups 
MONDAY 

  6:00 p.m. Tower Bells — Lessons for Beginners 
  7:00 p.m. Tower Bells — Practice 
  7:00 p.m. Al-Anon 
TUESDAY 

10 - 12:00 p.m. Prescription Assistance Program 
WEDNESDAY 
  9:30 a.m. Card Ministry Team 
  6:00 p.m. Family Night Supper 
  6:30 p.m. Bible Study 
  6:30 p.m. Jr./Sr. High Youth Groups 
  7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal 
THURSDAY 

  9:00 a.m. Angel Quilts 
10:00 a.m. The Sharing Place 
12:00 p.m. Brown Bag Bible Study 

 SPECIAL EVE1TS 
MONDAY, MARCH 1 
  5:00 p.m. Stewardship Committee Meeting 
TUESDAY, MARCH 2 

  7:00 a.m. Men’s Breakfast 
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 3 

  5:00 p.m. Christian Education Committee Meeting 
THURSDAY, MARCH 4 
  6:00 p.m. Worship Committee Meeting 
SUNDAY, MARCH 7 
  2:00 p.m. Circle of Friends Work Day 
  6:00 p.m. Dinner for Randy Sams’ Shelter 
MONDAY, MARCH 8 
10:00 a.m. PW Coordinating Team Meeting 
  2:00 p.m. Federal Retirees Meeting 
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 10 
  5:00 p.m. Diaconate 
FRIDAY, MARCH 12 
  5:00 p.m. Wedding Rehearsal — Fomby/Gibson 
SATURDAY, MARCH 13 
  6:00 p.m. Wedding — Kristen Fomby/Brad Gibson 
TUESDAY, MARCH 16 
  7:00 a.m. Men’s Breakfast 
11:30 a.m. PW Joint Circle Meeting 
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 17  
  5:00 p.m. Baby Steps & Preschool Board Meeting 
  5:00 p.m. Evangelism Committee Meeting 
THURSDAY, MARCH 18 
  5:00 p.m. Session Meeting 
TUESDAY, MARCH 30 
  7:00 a.m. Men’s Breakfast 

 

March AnniversariesMarch AnniversariesMarch AnniversariesMarch Anniversaries    

March BirthdaysMarch BirthdaysMarch BirthdaysMarch Birthdays    
3 - Debbie Abrahamson 
7 - Kevin Thompson 
8 - Susan Morehead 
8 - Alexander Sexton 
9 - Jane McDaniel 
13 - Edna Upchurch 
14 - Melanie Gloster 
14 - Charles Morgan 
15 - Cynthia Walker 
21 - Grace Malcolm 
22 - Ruth Davis 
23 - Doke Douglas 

24 - Karin Blain 
25 - Doug Anthony 
26 - Jeannie Sexton 
28 - Kathy Boyles 
28 - Greg Groenke 
29 - Don Johnson 

9 - Kim & Shawn Murphy 
16 - Nancy & Richard Emerson 
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MUSICAL NOTES FROM DR. JIM — 

A WORD ABOUT CONGREGATIONAL HYMNODY 

 Why sing hymns?  Very simply, singing hymns is something that we, the Body of Christ, do together to 
praise God.  Didactically, most hymn texts have some connection to scripture.  Many directly quote Scripture.  
Others offer a paraphrase.   

 Consider Our God, Our Help in Ages Past.  Throughout the work, text writer Isaac Watts (1674-1748) 
paraphrases ideas taken from Psalm ninety. 

 

 

  “ . . . You have been our dwelling place for all generations” becomes “. . . our help in ages past, our hope 
for years to come . . . and our eternal home.”  Watts praises God’s eternal presence—something in which we can 
always participate.  In the second stanza “. . . from everlasting to everlasting you are God” becomes “. . . from 
everlasting you are God, to endless years the same.”      

 In a further example “ . . . Time, like an ever rolling stream, soon bears us all away; we fly forgotten as the 
dream dies at the opening day” comes from “For a thousand years in your sight are like yesterday . . . you sweep 
them away; they are like a dream, like the grass that is renewed in the morning.”   

 In closing, Watts frames his text, restating his opening declaration, offered this time in a slightly amended 
form, “ . . be Thou our guide while life shall last,” while keeping a pro-offered sense of hope with “. . . and our 
eternal home.”  

 The hymn inspires praise to God for His eternity—past, present and yet to come.  As well, Watt’s text both 
humbles and reminds us that God always was, and always will be, our eternal refuge—our home to which we can 
always return.   

 Happy singing!  Dr. Jim ☺ 

Psalm 90:1-5 (NRSV): 
Lord, you have been our 
 dwelling place 
 in all generations. 
 
Before the mountains were 
 brought forth, 
or ever you had formed the 
 earth and the world, 
from everlasting to everlasting 
 you are God. 
  
You turn us back to dust, 
and say “Turn back, you 
 mortals.” 
For a thousand years in your 
 sight 
are like yesterday when it is past, 
or like a watch in the night. 
  
You sweep them away; they are 
 like a dream, 
like grass that is renewed in 
 the morning; . . . 

 Watt’s Hymn Text: 
Our God, our help in ages past, 
Our hope for years to come, 
Our shelter from the stormy blast, 
And our eternal home. 
  
Before the hills in order stood, 
Or earth received its frame, 
From everlasting, Thou art God, 
To endless years the same. 
  
A thousand ages in Thy sight 
Are like an evening gone; 
Short as the watch that ends the night Before 
the rising sun. 
  
Time, like an ever rolling stream, 
Soon bears us all away; 
We fly forgotten as the dream 
Dies at the opening day. 
  
Our God, our help in ages past, 
Our hope for years to come, 
Be Thou our guard while life shall last, 
And our eternal home. 
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ONGOING FINANCIAL STATUS 

 
 JANUARY 

 Actual Budget Actual Budget 

Income $52,862.75 $37,768.34 $52,862.75 $37,768.34 

Expenses   44,818.03           47,375.00   44,818.03   47,375.00 

Net Income (Loss) $  8,044.72  ($  9,606.66) $  8,044.72 ($  9,606.66) 

YEAR-TO-DATE 

The Diaconate mission for the month of March will be Baby Care Kits for Haiti relief.  This project is a 
wonderful example of people and groups working together to help others.  Church World Service 
distributes the kits, which are gathered at and shipped from the Presbyterian Disaster Assistance Center 
at Ferncliff Camp and Conference Center.  These will help mothers care for their newborn babies. 

 

 

 

 

 

Items must be new and under 12 months in size.   

There are several ways you can help.  You may donate any of the items listed or make a financial 
contribution which will be used to purchase the items.  A special way would be to knit or crochet a 
blanket or sweater.  Patterns will be available soon.  Final preparation and assembly of the kits will be 
one of the Stewpot classes coming in April. 

HAITI RELIEF PROJECT — BABY CARE KITS 

If anyone would be interested in praying for cancer patients each month please let Beth Morgan 

know.  Contact her at (903) 791-0349.  Each month, a new list is put together of cancer patients 

who have received Angel Quilts.  Prayer is such a vital part of our outreach to these individuals 

and has shown time and time again to have a tremendous impact on their lives.  As we give the 

quilt to the cancer patient, we let them know many prayers go with the quilt.  Continuing to pray 

for the cancer patient for a month helps so much as they continue to finish up their treatments or 

recuperation.  Those who are interested will receive a list each month and are asked to pray for 

these individuals whenever possible.  After that month, a card of encouragement is sent to each 

cancer patient.  The cards are provided by the Card Ministry.  These are truly the ways we can 

show the love of Jesus Christ to these individuals without even saying a word.  Your participation 

will be so appreciated.   

ANGEL QUILTS 

Six (6) cloth diapers 
Two (2) T-shirts or undershirts  
     (no onesies)  
Two (2) baby washcloths 
Two (2) gowns or sleepers 

THA1KS!               

Special thanks to 

the 

Congregation!  

$791.06 was 

donated on 

“Souper” Bowl 

Sunday! 

Two (2) diaper pins 
One (1) sweatshirt or sweater (can 
     be hand-knit or crocheted) 
Two (2) receiving blankets (1 can 
     be hand-knit or crocheted) 

BABY CARE KIT (Value $39.00) 
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We’re on the Web! 
www.firstprestexarkana.org 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

A donation has been made to the Angel Fund Foundation, Inc. in honor of: 

First Presbyterian Church Members 
First Presbyterian Church Staff 
All Angel Quilters 
All PAP and Clothes Closet Workers 
All Nursery Workers 
All Church Members who minister in the Community 

These are all very deserving honorees. 

Angel Fund Foundation, Inc. is a non-profit organization that gives financial 
aid to cancer patients in the Texarkana area who cannot afford their 
treatments.  It is a separate organization from Angel Quilts that is a 
ministry of First Presbyterian Church.  Angel Quilts provides quilts to 
cancer patients in the Texarkana area who are going through treatments.  
Both organizations are housed in the “Angel Wing” of the Annex.  Angel 
Fund Foundation, Inc. has office hours from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. on 
Tuesday mornings in the Angel Fund Room.    Angel Quilts meets from 
9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. on Thursday mornings in the Angel Quilt Room.   
For more information on either organization, please contact Beth Morgan 
at (903) 791-0349. 

ANGEL FUND FOUNDATION , INC. 

 

On February 18, 2010, the Session 
approved a revised Budget for 
2010.  It is available for viewing on 
the church web site at 
www.firstprestexarkana.org.  If 
anyone would like a paper copy, 
please call the Church 
Office.  Since we are trying to save 
money and trees, the Committee 
decided to make this information 
available in a more 
environmentally friendly 
manner.  Please contact either 
Hayes McClerkin, Moderator, or 
Betty Anthony, Treasurer, if you 
have any questions concerning the 
Budget or any other financial 
matters.   

REVISED BUDGET 


