
 
Just a few fallible words about what I think from month to month…                                      

Rev. Susan 
If you read the Texarkana Gazette these days you can’t help but notice the 

increase in stories about robberies, assault and batteries, even murders, alongside stories 
about loss of jobs and livelihoods.  Texarkana is now experiencing what the coasts and 
the mid-west have been experiencing for a couple of years.  When hope declines, crime 
rises:  loss of hope leads to fear, and fear leads to a plethora of negative behaviors.  The 
author of Hebrews tells us that “Faith is the assurance of things hoped for, and the proof 
of things not seen.”  It seems we need a bit of faith renewed.   

I truly believe FPC has been, is, and will be a vehicle of faith to and in this 
community.  In 1966, Opportunities, Inc. (then - Texarkana Special Education 

Kindergarten) opened a part-time kindergarten for children with disabilities in our 
basement.  In 1975 this church opened its doors and your lives to approximately 75 Vietnamese refugees.  The 
emphasis on serving “the least of these” continued through the years with Habitat for Humanity, Randy Sams’ and 
other community outreach programs.  In a sermon to a group of college kids in 2001, Tony Campolo said this,  

“I am an evangelical.  I want to win every[one] to Jesus Christ, but until [every-one] becomes my 

neighbor, until they know that I love them, I am not going to have a chance to do that.  We cannot 

live out the Great Commission until we first live out the Great Commandment . . .  They’ve got to  

be our neighbors before we can convince them about the Christ who dies for them."    

“We cannot live out the Great Commission,” Matt. 28:19, “until we first live out the Great Commandment,” Matt. 

22:37-39.  Living out the Great Commandment seems to be one of FPC’s unique calls to the community of 
Texarkana.  Opportunities to serve will never cease because there will always be someone in need, both physically 
and spiritually.   

Because we are in a recession, the worst we’ve seen since the Great Depression of the 1930’s, there is need 
for employment in our community.  There is need to find new and innovative ways to create livelihoods for 
individuals and families.  How can our church help a community in such need?  Tony Campolo, mentioned above, 
developed a ministry of cottage industries in his church in the inner city of Philadelphia some years ago.  It is a 
grand, and innovative, and “third-world” kind of idea; creating “fair-trade” opportunities for un- or under-employed 
people.  Actually, our own Opportunities, Inc. has been doing this for some time now.  Wouldn’t it be a wonderful 
adventure for FPC to enter again into a symbiotic relationship with Opportunities, but the other way around:  having 
Opportunities provide for us - sharing knowledge about how to begin a cottage industry program on our church 
campus?  For example, we could provide space for a family to ‘set up shop’ and sell home-prepared foods out of 
our building.  Another idea - take the space we use for OP/YP kick-ball games and establish a community garden, 
then use space in our building out of which folks could sell the produce.  We have been gifted with a grand amount 
of space, how does God want us to use that space?  Let’s do some discerning.   

Study Leave and Vacation 

During the month of July I will be taking two weeks of vacation and two weeks of study leave consecutively in 
hopes of finishing most of my writing for my doctorate.  I ask for prayers to maintain stamina in the last lap of this 
process, and “keep the faith, and finish the race.”  John will be “holding down the fort” in the office and pulpit for 
that month.  I will miss V.B.S., and that makes me truly sad. 
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HELP WANTED:  MEMBERS 

WITH WARM HEARTS & 

BIG SMILES 
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PRAYER FOR OUR VBS MINISTRY      BY REV. JOHN ARNOLD 

 

Vacation Bible School is coming very soon.  We are busy preparing.  Music, crafts, and lessons are all 
being crafted.  Advertisements are going out.  Decorations are being planned.  Personally, I have been 
working on a fun, innovative new addition to the ministry of VBS.  We will be emailing families daily with 
a short video that reviews the theme for the day, the memory verse and includes a slide show.  I crafted a 
demo video this past week.  We hope this will be a great way to engage parents in the process at home.  The 
Evangelism Committee has set two dates for follow-up events for the families.  All of this planning and 
preparation won’t mean much if it isn’t anchored with prayer.  Prayer is what keeps our efforts Christ-
centered, Holy Spirit infused, and glorifying to God.  Pray for three things please: 

 1. God to bless us with children to teach.   

 2. Teachers and leaders to absolutely exude the love of God and the truth of his Word.   

 3. That every child would go home closer to God and more spiritually mature.   

This year’s theme is “Praise Party.”  If we pray for these things, it truly will be a party of praise.   

‘ROUND THE COFFEE POT 

VOLUNTEERS 

July 4 - Beth McHenry                                                             
July 11 - Sally Sue Rodgers                                            

July 18 - Nelda LeBoeuf                                       
July 25 - Freezer                                              

We thank these good people for their service.        
Volunteers are needed for ‘Round the   

Coffee Pot.  If you are willing to serve, please 

contact Beth McHenry at (870) 772-2384. 

 
RANDY SAMS’ MISSION 

The volunteers for Sunday, July 4, are:   
Jane and Pat Davitt 
*Mona and Mark Fomby (Group Coordinator) 
Cynthia and Lary Walker 

SYMPATHY 

Kayron Lee, mother-in-law of Mike Morgan, 
passed away on June 8, 2010. 

Maggie Cobb, niece of Carla & Randy Lacy, 
passed away on June 24, 2010. 

Sarah Burke, mother of Denzer Burke, 
passed away on June 28, 2010. 

The Greeter Program needs volunteers for the 
months of July and August.  If you would be 
willing to serve as a greeter in the Narthex each 
Sunday morning, please contact Melanie Gloster at   
mgloster@cableone.net or (903) 280-1423. 

 

BROWN BAG BIBLE 

STUDY 

Brown Bag Bible Study will be taking a hiatus during the summer 
months, to return full swing in September.  This will give Susan 
some time this summer to plan a syllabus and do some much needed 
preparation for the year. 
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JULY FAMILY NIGHT SUPPERS 

Our Family Night Supper Bible Study focus is 
currently on Paul’s letter to the Colossians.  
Please note that the second Wednesday we do not 
have Family Night Supper due to Vacation Bible 
School.  The mission focus of both our Vacation 
Bible School and the Diaconate this month is 
Runnin’ W J Ranch, a therapeutic horseback 
riding program.  We are excited to announce that 
the program’s director, Sam Clem, will be coming 
to share with us about the ranch’s vital work.  The 
July schedule is:   

July 7 - Colossians 1:24-2:5 
July 14 - NO Wednesday Night Supper 
July 21 - Sam Clem, Director of  
               Runnin’ W J Ranch 
July 28 - Colossians 2:6-23 

WHAT’S GOING ON IN 

EARLY EDITION? 

Early Edition is what we have named our 
devotional time at 9:00 a.m. on Sunday 
mornings.   We sing, pray, and look at the Word 
of God.  This began as a project focused on 
youth, but has drawn a crowd that is 
predominantly not youth.  All are welcome to 
attend.  Currently, we are learning study 
techniques for reading, retaining, and applying 
scripture.  The core focus is learning an inductive 
bible study method produced by STUMO, a 
campus ministry.  Rev. John Arnold 
supplement’s the method with many tips and 
tools from years of studying the word of God 
daily.  Early Edition is informal, uses music you 
might hear on popular Christian radio, and is 
very interactive. We meet in the Fellowship Hall. 

New Youth Study Beginning in August! 

CONFLICT: Overcoming Stress in Your Relationships 

Sunday Nights in August - FPC Youth Groups and friends will be taking a look at conflict in 
our lives.  Join us for real-life stories about Conflict with Family, Conflict with Friends, Conflict 
with Authority, and Conflict with God.  Using Biblical insight, we will learn how to reach peace 
and forgiveness in our relationships. Don’t miss it!  

JOI/ US AT YOUTH 

GROUP! 
Wednesdays 

6 p.m  Family Night Supper 

6:30 p.m. Devotional 

Sundays 

6 - 7:30 p.m. Food, Bible 
Study,   Fun! 

July 12-16, 2010 - FPC Youth 
Groups will be leading games and 
recreation for our VBS children. Youth 
will also help as needed in other areas 
of VBS.   

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH USA 

 

HERE AND NOW. 

NEW 

MEMBER WELCOME! ! 
Collins Cogbill has joined the 

Church.  Please help us welcome 
him into our church family.   



 
F IRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH  

FPC Youth Group’s Calendar of EventsFPC Youth Group’s Calendar of EventsFPC Youth Group’s Calendar of EventsFPC Youth Group’s Calendar of Events    
July 2July 2July 2July 2----4444        4 p.m. 4 p.m. 4 p.m. 4 p.m. ----  2 p.m.  2 p.m.  2 p.m.  2 p.m.    Family CampFamily CampFamily CampFamily Camp    

July 12July 12July 12July 12----16161616    9 a.m. 9 a.m. 9 a.m. 9 a.m. ---- Noon Noon Noon Noon    Vacation Bible SchoolVacation Bible SchoolVacation Bible SchoolVacation Bible School    

July 14July 14July 14July 14        4 p.m.4 p.m.4 p.m.4 p.m.        Spaghetti Dinner for Ozark Mission Spaghetti Dinner for Ozark Mission Spaghetti Dinner for Ozark Mission Spaghetti Dinner for Ozark Mission 
                        ProjectProjectProjectProject    

July 22July 22July 22July 22        2 p.m. 2 p.m. 2 p.m. 2 p.m. ---- 2 a.m. 2 a.m. 2 a.m. 2 a.m.    Texas Rangers GameTexas Rangers GameTexas Rangers GameTexas Rangers Game    

August 5 August 5 August 5 August 5 ––––8888    6 p.m.6 p.m.6 p.m.6 p.m.        Bus departs for Mission Work Bus departs for Mission Work Bus departs for Mission Work Bus departs for Mission Work         
                        Weekend, Vera Lloyd Home, Weekend, Vera Lloyd Home, Weekend, Vera Lloyd Home, Weekend, Vera Lloyd Home,         
                        Monticello, ArkansasMonticello, ArkansasMonticello, ArkansasMonticello, Arkansas    

SURVIVOR Retreat at Camp of the Pines 

Youth of Presbytery of the Pines 
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 WEEKLY EVE/TS 
SUNDAY 
  9:00 a.m. Early Edition 
  9:45 a.m. Sunday School 
10:30 a.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal 
11:00 a.m. Worship 
  6:00 p.m. Jr./Sr. High Youth Groups 
MONDAY 
  6:00 p.m. Tower Bells — Lessons for Beginners 
  7:00 p.m. Tower Bells — Practice 
  7:00 p.m. Al-Anon 
TUESDAY 
10 - 12:00 p.m. Prescription Assistance Program 
WEDNESDAY 
  9:30 a.m. Card Ministry Team (1st & 3rd Weeks) 
  6:00 p.m. Family Night Supper 
  6:30 p.m. Bible Study 
  6:30 p.m. Jr./Sr. High Youth Groups 
THURSDAY 
  9:00 a.m. Angel Quilts 
10:00 a.m. The Sharing Place 
 

 SPECIAL EVE/TS 
FRIDAY, JULY 2 — SUNDAY, JULY 4 
Family Camp — Jan-Kay Ranch 
SUNDAY, JULY 4 
  6:00 p.m. Dinner for Randy Sams’ Shelter 
TUESDAY, JULY 6 
  7:00 a.m. Men’s Breakfast 
WEDNESDAY, JULY 7 
  5:00 p.m. Christian Education Committee Meeting 
  5:00 p.m. Stewardship Committee Meeting 
FRIDAY, JULY 9 
  6:30 p.m. Wedding Rehearsal - Moore/Johnson 
SATURDAY, JULY 10 
  7:00 p.m. Wedding - Aaron Flowers/Dana Yarberry 
  7:00 p.m. Wedding - Megan Moore/Jacob Johnson 
MONDAY, JULY 12 — FRIDAY, JULY 16 
  9:00 a.m. Vacation Bible School 
MONDAY, JULY 12 
  2:00 p.m. Federal Retirees Meeting 
WEDNESDAY, JULY 14 
  5:00 p.m. Diaconate 
THURSDAY, JULY 15  
  5:00 p.m. Session Meeting 
FRIDAY, JULY 16 
  6:00 p.m. Vacation Bible School Closing Assembly 
  — Runnin W J Ranch 
SUNDAY, JULY 18 
  6:00 p.m. Ice Cream Social — Pecan Street 
TUESDAY, JULY 20 
  7:00 a.m. Men’s Breakfast 
WEDNESDAY, JULY 21  
  5:00 p.m. Evangelism Committee Meeting 

 

July AnniversariesJuly AnniversariesJuly AnniversariesJuly Anniversaries    

July BirthdaysJuly BirthdaysJuly BirthdaysJuly Birthdays    
1 - Zoie Shepard 
3 - Jeanne Jackson 
8 - Louis Acruman, II 
8 - Carla Lacy 
9 - Erin Keil 
11 - Anna Blair Solomon 
12 - Caitlyn Barber 
12 - Erin Gloster 
13 - Patrick Solomon 
14 - Dustin Flowers 
14 - Sarah Johns 
15 - Ben Sandefur 
16 - Jessica Davis 

17 - Kristina Ellis 
22 - Linda Knowles 
22 - Greer Veon 
23 - Stan Knowles 
23 - Jody McDaniel 
24 - Fran Mitchell 
26 - Florence Crank 
27 - James Norton 
28 - James Flowers 
29 - Alex Lisenby 
30 - Darnell Fitzgerald 
30 - John Fitzgerald 
 

3 - Jeanne & Reg Jackson 
15 - Vicki & Roy Deskin 
17 - Darnell & John Fitzgerald 
19 - Sue Ellen & Bob Letterman 
31 - Anne & Doke Douglas 
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MUSICAL NOTES FROM DR. JIM” 
 

“What a Friend we have in Jesus, all our sins and griefs to bear! 
What a privilege to carry everything to God in prayer! 

O what peace we often forfeit, O what needless pain we bear, 
All because we do not carry everything to God in prayer.” 

--Joseph M. Scriven, ca. 1855 
 

“In this world you will have trouble.  But take heart!  I have overcome the world.” 
--John 16:33, NIV 

  
            When I was a child, I remember watching my grandmother sit down to our old, upright piano and 
play this familiar hymn.  A woman of deep faith, it was easy to see that she truly found comfort in its words 
and music.  Years later when her husband, my grandfather, passed away, the memory of my grandmother 
playing that hymn at our piano, returned.  So, in honor of my grandparents, especially my grandfather—
who spent his life serving the Lord as a Quaker pastor, I improvised my own arrangement of this hymn, 
which I then played as a prelude to his funeral service.   
            Recently, I came across the following article about this same hymn.  I decided that I would like to 
share it with you this month.   
            The poem was short and simple.  It has become one of the cornerstones of Gospel truth for 

Christians all over the world, stating that a personal friendship with God is possible because of Jesus 

Christ.  Poet Joseph Scriven had such a relationship.  Tragedy touched his life many times, but God’s 

strength sustained him. 
            Born in Ireland in 1819, his dream of service in the military abruptly ended because of his poor 

health.  However, he was able to complete Trinity College in Dublin, Ireland, where he began a teaching 

career. 
            Wedding plans were soon in progress with his childhood sweetheart.  But the day before the 

wedding, she was thrown from her horse into a lake and drowned. 
            Discouragement sent him to a new land in 1844 at age twenty-five.  In Canada he became the tutor 

for a family in Port Hope, Ontario.  But in 1855, grief entered his life again with the death of the second 

woman he planned to marry. 
            Several years later, when he received news from Ireland of his mother’s illness, he wrote her of his 

love and prayers for her recovery.  In the letter he enclosed a little poem of encouragement, “What a 

Friend We Have in Jesus.” 
            One day while visiting Scriven, a friend saw the piece of paper on which the twelve-line poem was 

written.  The friend asked, “Who wrote these beautiful words?”  The humble author replied, “The Lord and 

I did it between us.” 
            Composer Charles Converse was inspired by the dynamic faith expressed in the words and, in 1868, 

wrote the memorable tune loved by millions. 
            The words of this hymn are a testimony to the undying faith of a quiet Christian man; Joseph 

Scriven never preached great sermons, but lived his life as one.  He overcame obstacles of grief, 

disappointment, and loneliness because of his eternal friendship with Jesus.  After his death in 1886, the 

people he served and loved in Ontario erected a monument in his memory.  His hymn is inscribed on this 

monument.  The closing words reveal Joseph Scriven’s serenity and security:  “In His arms he’ll take and 

shield thee; thou wilt find a solace there.” 



 
 F IRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

ONGOING FINANCIAL STATUS 

 
 MAY 

 Actual Budget Actual Budget 

Income $55,801.92 $37,768.34 $213,275.05 $188,841.70 

Expenses   32,865.52           43,468.75   195,913.80   217,343.75 

Net Income (Loss) $22,936.40  ($ 5,700.41) $  17,361.25 ($28,502.05) 

YEAR-TO-DATE 

                          HELP US HELP OUR KIDS FEED A HORSE FOR A YEAR! 
Runnin W J Ranch hosts a therapeutic riding center for disabled children, and has been 
chosen as the mission project for our PRAISE PARTY VBS this year!  It is the mission goal 
to raise enough money to feed one of  the Ranch's horses for a whole year -- 
$1,200.00.  The Diaconate has chosen to help our children meet this goal by 
joining with them to raise these funds during the month of July.  Please 
consider contributing to this worthy cause through the Church Office or by 
throwing your change into the "Feed Bucket" which will be outside the 
Fellowship Hall.  The Diaconate, the children of VBS, and Runnin W J Ranch 
all THANK YOU! 

DIACONATE MONTHLY MISSION FOR JULY 

 

Congratulations and 
Best  Wishes!            

Erica Edmisten       
and                      

Brett Jackson              
were married on         
June 17, 2010.   

THE SHARING PLACE 

 We are in need of a vacuum with attachments to 

use in the building.   Along with this we are in need of 

the following items: 

1. Men’s clothing – especially work pants and 

shirts 

2. Men’s shoes 

3. Summer clothing – all sizes 

4. Children’s clothing 

5. Large plastic bags (larger than Wal-Mart bag 

size) 

6. Small trash bags 

If you have any of these or other items you would like to 

donate, please talk to Florence Crank, Shirley Cline, 

Ailene Williams or Susan Morehead.  We are open every 

Thursday from 10:00 a.m. until 12:00 p.m.   We are 

willing to take most anything! 

 

Congratulations and 
Best  Wishes!            

Savannah Thompson       
and                      

William Wensits              
were married on         
June 18, 2010.   

 

 

THA/KS!               

Special thanks to 

the 

Congregation!  

$1,836.51 was 

donated to 

Randy Sams’ 

Shelter for June’s 
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We’re on the Web! 
www.firstprestexarkana.org 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Due to the joint mission 
project of the Diaconate and 
Vacation Bible School, there 

will not be a “Sharing the 
Plate” for July.   

SHARING THE PLATE  

It’s a Praise Party!! 

Come join us for the VBS Party, an incredible week of praise and 

fun 

July 12 - 16th 

9:00 a.m. - 12:00 Noon 

4 year olds through students ready to start 6th grade 

This year our mission is Runnin W J Ranch, the local therapeutic 

This year the Ice Cream 
Social will be held on 
Sunday, July 18, 2010, at 6:00 
p.m. in the street between 
First Presbyterian Church and 
Beech Street First Baptist 
Church Family Activity 
Center.  The street 
will be closed off and 
we will have a block 
party.  Please come 
and join the fun! 

ICE CREAM SOCIAL 


