
 Just a few fallible words about what I think from month to month…                                      
Rev. Susan 

Several Christian leaders, including myself, have been disheartened by Pat 
Robertson’s comment that, “Haiti has suffered this devastating earthquake because 
of its ‘pact with the devil’ two hundred years ago.”    I’m assuming he’s referring to 
the country’s main religion known as VooDoo.  While there is Biblical precedence 
in Jeremiah 6 for God “pouring out devastation” on a city, it is important to note the 
reason for God’s anger.  That city was Jerusalem, and its sin was “oppression” of its 
people and the practice of greed by “the least to the greatest of them… from prophet 
to priest, everyone deals falsely,” as well as false prophets crying “peace, peace, 
where there is no peace.”  God’s anger was over injustice practiced by and toward 
the people of Jerusalem.  Haiti’s population is of African descent, slaves brought 
there under duress.  Talk about injustice.  Two hundred years ago those slaves succeeded in waging a revolt 
against their enslavers.  Now that’s justice.  But since that time there has been a history of abuse of one 
another and of the land, aggravated by oppressive and greedy governmental leadership, both from within and 
outside Haiti.  There’s injustice again.  I am convinced that God, being a just and loving God, allows us 
freedom of choice, and our choices can lead to life-giving or life-depleting consequences.  (I believe God’s 
way of living, exemplified in Jesus, is the most “life-giving” way.)  Natural disasters can be exacerbated 
because of poor, “life-depleting” patterns practiced by a person or a country.  Haiti’s building codes were 
below standard, and she had deforested her landscape; two “life-depleting” choices.  Just these two choices 
alone greatly multiplied the effects of this natural disaster by causing buildings to be less stable and the ground 
itself more like “sinking sand” than “solid rock.”  Because God hates injustice, I believe God began “visiting” 
Haiti in a very specific way long ago, not just two weeks ago.  For at least half a century, hundreds, if not 

thousands, of Christian mission workers – lay and professional –have flowed in and out of Haiti’s 

borders consistently bringing health, education, agricultural healing and hope to a country – both land 
and people – devastated by consequences of poor and unjust choices made for and by them over many years.  
God has been bringing knowledge of God’s life-giving “way of life” to a people who have been living in 
ignorance of that reality.  Christians have been “showing” the “life-giving” effects of the gospel of Jesus 
Christ in Haiti as well as “telling” them for quite a while now.  Why couldn’t Mr. Robertson have talked about 
these efforts, and how thankful we are that because God’s spirit has been alive and active for so long in Haiti, 
it gives us hope that the consequences of this devastation will result in healing rather than despair.  God is a 
jealous God, both for our sole devotion to Him, and for our just behavior to one another.  God’s been in Haiti a 
long time, let’s go meet Him there in whatever way the Spirit leads us individually and corporately. 

 
BROW� BAG BIBLE STUDY 

JOSHUA 
January 7 – Introduction   February 4 – Chapters 7 – 8:29   March 4 – Chapters 20 - 22 
January 14 – Chapters 1 – 3:4   February 11 – Chapters 8:30 - 9   March 11– Chapters 23 - 24 
January 21 – Chapters 3:5 - 5:1   February 18 – Chapters 10-12 
January 28 – Chapters 5:2 - 6:27  February 25 – Chapters 13 - 19 
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LENT IS COMING!     BY REV . JOHN ARNOLD 

 

Lent is one of my favorite times of year.  I have always made my 
greatest discipleship strides forward during the season of Lent.  
Lent begins Ash Wednesday, February 17th and lasts until Easter, 
April 4th.  Last year, a variety of instructional hand-outs were 
available to help people adopt a spiritual discipline for forty days.  
Those handouts and a few new ones will be available again this 
year.  We are excited to announce that we have a very special 
Lenten devotional experience for the entire congregation to 
participate in.  We will be making handmade wooden crosses 
available for every household. The crosses are about twelve inches 
tall and have a base that will allow you to display it somewhere 
prominent in your home..  Each week during Lent you will 
receive a symbol to place on the cross that relates to Christ's 
crucifixion.  An accompanying devotional guide will explain the 
symbolism of the cross and offer a focus for each week.  During 
Lent we will also be preaching a sermon series relating to each of 
the symbols.  We hope that the crosses, guide and sermon series 
will give you a tangible point for reflection upon Jesus Christ’s 
amazing gift of his life for our eternal lives.                                                                                       
Blessings,  Rev. John Arnold 

‘ROUND THE COFFEE POT 

VOLUNTEERS 

February 7 – Nelda LeBoeuf                                                              
February 14 - Youth                                             

February 21 - Mark & Martha Nell Richards                                           
February 28 - Andrew & Melanie Gloster                          

We thank these good people for their service.        
Volunteers are needed for ‘Round the   

Coffee Pot in March.  If you are willing to 

serve, please contact Melanie Gloster at  

(870) 772-9407. 

In conjunction with the Youth Groups effort 
to provide for I Love Evelyn, the 
Diaconate mission for the month of 
February will be the collection of items 
needed in that ministry.  If you feel led and 
are able, please drop off any of the 
following items in the Mission Box in the 
Foyer of the Fellowship Hall:  instant 
coffee, hot chocolate mix, snack crackers, 
peanut butter, jelly, bottled water, etc.  
Thank you.   

DIACONATE MONTHLY 

MISSION 

The Mission of the Card Ministry                            
of the First Presbyterian Church of 

Texarkana is to share the love of 
Christ with those both in and 

outside our congregation.  Our goal 
is to be an instrument of God’s 

peace, hope, joy, and consolation 
through our handmade cards, 

which we send in a spirit of prayer 
to those in need of encouragement, 

support, or special tribute. 

SYMPATHY 

Ernell Miller, mother of Sue Spirup,           
passed away on December 1, 2009. 

Irma Lee Goad, sister of Nina Madden,           
passed away on December 5, 2009. 

Gordon LeBoeuf, brother of                  
Rodney LeBoeuf, passed away on                           

December 10, 2009. 

Leslie C. Jackson, father of                 
Charles Jackson, passed away on                  

December 22, 2009. 

Allan Thomas, father of                              
Sue Ellen Letterman, passed away on      

January 10, 2010. 

Helen Faye Martin, grandmother of    
Debbie Veon, passed away on                 

January 18, 2010. 

    Congratulations to the Cogbill 
Families on the birth of                      

Nathan Henry Cogbill who 
was born on        

December 25, 2009, to 
Allison and Blake Cogbill.   
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PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN NEWS 

The Women Have Been Busy!The Women Have Been Busy!The Women Have Been Busy!The Women Have Been Busy! 
Thanks to all of the women of First Presbyterian Church who have Thanks to all of the women of First Presbyterian Church who have Thanks to all of the women of First Presbyterian Church who have Thanks to all of the women of First Presbyterian Church who have 
worked very hard during Advent and Christmas to make the Season worked very hard during Advent and Christmas to make the Season worked very hard during Advent and Christmas to make the Season worked very hard during Advent and Christmas to make the Season 
more meaningful for all of our members and many, many more.more meaningful for all of our members and many, many more.more meaningful for all of our members and many, many more.more meaningful for all of our members and many, many more.    

∗ Our beautiful sanctuary and fellowship areas were decorated in keeping with the 

traditions of our church ( and don’t forget “undecorated” ). 

∗ Meals were served – Dinner for our Joy Gift Offering festivities, Advent Music Program 

lunches and a meal for one bereaved family over the weekend of Christmas.  Our 

Hospitality Committee and others sure know how to satisfy our need for good food in a 

beautifully festive atmosphere.  

∗ Our Angel Tree for Evergreen Presbyterian Ministries was a big success as always thanks 

to the ladies of our Mission and Creative Ministries team and many, many other church 

members.  Eighty–nine gifts were purchased, beautifully wrapped and placed under our 

Angel Tree for the Evergreen “elves” to pick up and deliver to 23 of their residents for 

Christmas morning.   Because of our caring membership Santa Claus visited these very 

deserving individuals and made their Christmas brighter.  (Watch for pictures next month) 

∗ The gift wrapping booth at Central Mall which benefits Domestic Violence Prevention was 

staffed by ladies from our church on December 11.   DVP is a mission that our PW has 

supported for many years and in many ways. 

∗ Thanks to everyone who shopped at Albertson’s the last couple of months and saved your 

stamps for PW – with very generous contributions from many we were able to “purchase” 

for the kitchen two 10 inch square grill pans, three 11 inch non-stick stir fry pans with lids 

and one 9 ½ inch Dutch oven with a lid.  We especially recognize the Youth Group who 

gave us all of the stamps from the purchase of the chickens for their Thanksgiving Baskets 

project.  (In total 460 stamps were used with each stamp representing a $10.00 purchase).  

And we didn’t have to spend a penny.   

∗ The Mission and Creative Ministries team came up with an idea to purchase Mission 

Yearbooks for our church members at a low group rate and benefit the Domestic Violence 

Prevention program with all net proceeds.  If you haven’t purchased yours yet they are 

available in the Church Office. 

∗ Representatives from the PW carried the Advent Banner and lit the Joy Candle on 

December 13 for our Lessons and Carols service.  

Praise God for the talents and gifts of our women.  Praise God for the talents and gifts of our women.  Praise God for the talents and gifts of our women.  Praise God for the talents and gifts of our women.      
Reminder:  January 15, 2010, was the deadline for turning in nominations for the 
Presbyterian Women Life Membership award.  If you have let it pass without submitting a 
nominee that you wanted considered, you still have a little time left before the meeting of the 
Life Membership Committee.  Please contact Georgette with your intention and get a 
completed form in.  
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Wednesday, February 3, 2010  ednesday, February 3, 2010  ednesday, February 3, 2010  ednesday, February 3, 2010           6:00 p.m. 6:00 p.m. 6:00 p.m. 6:00 p.m.---- 7:00 p.m. 7:00 p.m. 7:00 p.m. 7:00 p.m.    
What do those Deacons DO? How does Evangelism work within the church?  
Presbyterian Women?  They serve everywhere - how can I be a part?  Buildings and 

Grounds -  I never knew members took care of the operations of our building and 

campus!  Now is the time to answer these questions and many more! 

In place of our normal Family Night Supper, welcome to Family Fair Night! Come walk, 
mingle, eat, play games, and learn not WHAT but WHO makes our church a living 

entity serving God.  FPC Youth will serve corn dogs, cotton candy, snow cones, and 

nachos.  You can bring some light finger foods, too, for potluck.   

Moderators and members of our seven church committees are going to each have a fair 

booth in and around the Fellowship Hall. Church volunteer organizations and 
programs will be represented, too. You will be able to gather information and visit with 

members that are a part of each group.  You will also be able to get freebies, play 

games, and win prizes! 

The mission of the fair is to create a fun and informative environment for YOU to eat, 
walk around, and learn about our committees and organizations and how they serve  

within the Church.  We hope the result is a spark of interest for you as you recognize  
your own spiritual gifts for service and involvement. 

 

Youth Group Happenings - Middle School and High School 
FPC Youth have had a great start to 2010. Middle school members Matt Arnold, Laura Davis, Will Gloster, 
and Madeleine Pellegrin participated in Arkansas Presbytery’s Middle School Mission weekend, Jan. 16-
18 at Ferncliff.  These youth donated their weekend, and school holiday, to service at Ferncliff Camp, downtown 
Little Rock First Presbyterian Church, and Presbyterian Disaster Assistance. They prepared hygiene kits for Haiti 
at the disaster center.  

All youth have begun a study of Peter, incorporating our Prayer Journals into our scripture study with the 
guidance of Rev. John.  Not only are we learning how to be fishers of men, but look forward to a fish fry for 
youth on Sunday, January 24, hosted  by Beth and Chuck Morgan at their home. 

Wrapping up the month, on the 29th we host lockinpalooza, part deux, from 8 p.m. to 8 a.m. at the church 
for youth and their friends.  The evening and wee hours hold a mystery adventure tour for 31 youth and 
adults, games, worship, music, movies, and fun.  Chuck Morgan and Rev. Susan plan to prepare a fantastic 
breakfast for all. Thanks to Sue Ellen Hall, Chris Walraven, Jeff Daniels, and Rev. John for their 
participation and service. 

February finds FPC Youth manning the food booths for our Family Fair Night [see article below] and  
“Round the Coffee Pot” on Sunday, February 14th. We have some great bakers in our youth group, so look 
forward to some sweet Valentine treats. 

FAMILY FAIR NIGHT  
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 WEEKLY EVE7TS 
SUNDAY 

  9:45 a.m. Sunday School 
10:30 a.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal 
11:00 a.m. Worship 
  4:00 p.m. Handbells I 
  4:00 p.m. Youth Guitar Instruction (Alternate Weeks) 
  4:30 p.m. Youth Music Practice (Alternate Weeks) 
  5:00 p.m. Youth Handbells 
  6:00 p.m. Jr./Sr. High Youth Groups 
MONDAY 

  6:00 p.m. Tower Bells — Lessons for Beginners 
  7:00 p.m. Tower Bells — Practice 
  7:00 p.m. Al-Anon 
TUESDAY 

10 - 12:00 p.m. Prescription Assistance Program 
WEDNESDAY 
  9:30 a.m. Card Ministry Team 
  6:00 p.m. Family Night Supper 
  6:30 p.m. Bible Study 
  6:30 p.m. Jr./Sr. High Youth Groups 
  7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal 
THURSDAY 

  9:00 a.m. Angel Quilts 
10:00 a.m. The Sharing Place 
12:00 p.m. Brown Bag Bible Study 

 SPECIAL EVE7TS 
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 1 
  5:00 p.m. Stewardship Committee Meeting 
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 2 

  7:00 a.m. Men’s Breakfast 
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 3 

  5:00 p.m. Christian Education Committee Meeting 
  6:00 p.m. Family Fair Night 
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 4 
  6:00 p.m. Worship Committee Meeting 
SUNDAY, FEBURARY 7 
  6:00 p.m. Dinner for Randy Sams’ Shelter 
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 8 
10:00 a.m. PW Coordinating Team Meeting 
12:00 p.m. Federal Retirees Meeting 
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 9 
10:00 a.m. Josephine Beck Circle — Annex Building 
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 10 
  5:00 p.m. Diaconate 
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 16 
  7:00 a.m. Men’s Breakfast 
10:00 a.m. Elizabeth Anne Greisser Circle — Library 
  4:30 p.m. Evangelism Committee Meeting 
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 17  
  5:00 p.m. Baby Steps & Preschool Board Meeting 
  7:00 p.m. Ash Wednesday Service 
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 18 
  5:00 p.m. Session Meeting 
  7:00 p.m. Zelle Moore Circle—Sue Ellen Letterman 

 

February AnniversariesFebruary AnniversariesFebruary AnniversariesFebruary Anniversaries    

February BirthdaysFebruary BirthdaysFebruary BirthdaysFebruary Birthdays    

5 - Jason Morgan 
5 - Jeff Morgan 
5 - Catherine Olivet 
8 - Josh Davis 
9 - Mark Bryant 
9 - Taylor Sexton 
10 - Brenda Williams 
12 - Sarah Burke 
12 - Dora Mae Dyer 
12 - Anthony Edwards 
14 - Helen Newman 
14 - Lisa Norton 

15 - Justin Davis 
17 - Anna Kate Jordan 
18 - William Gloster 
18 - Rodney LeBoeuf 
19 - Robert Ransdell 
20 - Matthew Solomon 
22 - Keith Anthony 
22 - Reagon Thompson 
24 - Emily Jackson 
24 - Lary Walker 
28 - Alan Solomon 

5 - Florence & George Crank 
7 - Nancy & Ben Sandefur 
8 - Chris & Ronnie Walraven 
14 - Ann & Denzer Burke 
18 - Fran & Don Keasler 
24 - Melanie & Andrew Gloster 
27 - Kathy & Ned Stewart 
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First Presbyterian Church Baby Steps and Preschool 

First Presbyterian feeds Randy 
Sams’ on the first Sunday of every 
month.  The group coordinator 
reminds the  month’s group and 
the group discusses the menu and 
plans for the Sunday meal.   

We have had two couples leave 
the Randy Sams’ Sunday feeding 
for June 6, 2010.  If you would 
like to volunteer for that Sunday, 
please contact Sallie Dill at (903) 
334-8434.  Also, we need people 
for a substitute list.   

I would like to take the time to thank each and every one of you for giving me a chance as Director of 
Baby Steps & Preschool.  While here, I brought in children but we lost some along the way.  I have 
enjoyed working for you and for the church.  I am going to miss all of you.  You all will always have a 
special place in my heart.  It has been an honor and a blessing serving daily with the church.  While here, 
I grew in my faith and also in my every day life.  In talking with parents, they are pleased at the way I ran 
the Preschool.  I have a lot of memories while here.  Some are good while others are not so good.  But 
that’s part of the job.  Thank you once again and please pray for me as I begin the next journey of my 
life.   

Sincerely, 

Shawna Gauntt 

WATERSPRINGS RANCH UPDATE 

Church Family, 
      Thank you so much for your time, coins, and opening your heart to Watersprings Ranch and the 
Christmas Can project.  There are so many awesome things happening there and with the money 
collected, they will continue to be blessed.  As you know, feeding, clothing, medical expenses, etc. for 36 
children can be overwhelming, your project participation and the Thanksgiving Baskets the youth 
delivered are so very much appreciated.   
      First Presbyterian Church collected $649.95 and the approximate total of all the participating 
churches is $60,992.81.  Knowing that there are so many community needs especially during the holiday 
season,  I am honored you chose to be part of this Christmas blessing.  On behalf of Watersprings and all 
of the kids, Thank You and a blessed New Year. Lucy Sarrett 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

FOR FEEDING  

RANDY SAMS’  

2010 COMMITTEES 

Christian Ed. - Cynthia Walker, Moderator                          
Anne Douglas 

Diaconate - Dr. Cordell Klein/                         
Reg Jackson, Co-Moderators 

Evangelism - Melanie Gloster, Moderator         
Sue Ellen Hall 

 Nominating - Kevin Thompson, Moderator  

Personnel - Robert Veon, Moderator 

Property - Dan Boyles, Moderator                
Robert Ransdell 

Stewardship - Hayes McClerkin, Moderator        
Dr. Alan Solomon 

Worship - Charles Jackson, Moderator              
LaWanda West 

The 2010 Mission Yearbook 

for Prayer & Study, a 
wonderful resource for your 
daily devotional, is now 
available.  It features stories of 
God's people showing God's 
love collected around the 
theme, “Out of the believer’s 
heart shall flow rivers of living 
water” (John 7:38).  Stop by 
the church office and pick up 
your copy today!  Suggested 
donation is $10.00 with all 
proceeds from the additional 
copies benefitting Domestic 
Violence Prevention, Inc. 

2010 MISSION 

YEARBOOK 



 
 F IRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

ONGOING FINANCIAL STATUS 

  DECEMBER 

 Actual Budget Actual Budget 

Income $ 60,945.14 $38,835.33 $455,990.42 $466,024.00 

Expenses     52,468.62           47,670.08    527,194.45   572,041.00 

Net Income (Loss) $   8,476.52  ($ 8,834.75) ($71,204.03) ($106,017.00) 

YEAR-TO-DATE 

As we needed to get through many reports at our Annual Congregational Meeting, I wanted to dedicate my column for this 
month to a ”follow-up”.  Specifically, I would like to include an excerpt from my Annual Report—the last paragraph, 
which talks about plans for the coming year.   

 “As to the future, one of my principle goals for 2010 will be the establishment of a community 
children’s choir program for children in the fourth, fifth and sixth grades—with First Presbyterian 
Church as the base of operation.  I plan to spend time researching this enterprise, in order to 
successfully organize and launch this venture by next fall. . .”  

 I couldn’t agree more that we must do something to reach out to the children of our community and include them in our 
congregation—potentially, they could be the future of the church!  Music provides opportunities to accomplish something 
together in a way that nothing else can.  Through building a community children’s choral ensemble, we will be providing a 
place for the children to come, once a week, after school, where they can benefit by sharing in a positive, collaborative 
experience that includes growing spiritually, learning good, quality music, and making new friends.  Here, they can be 
spiritually enriched and mentally challenged to grow, to stretch, and to give of their best.  Finally the children will have the 
opportunity to give something back out of their collective efforts that impacts others for the better, that makes a positive 
difference in their lives, and that brings joy to all concerned.  

 I am very excited about this possibility.  I have already spoken to some members of our community concerning this 
possibility.  They have been most supportive, and have offered to help, as needed.  Additionally, I plan to become 
acquainted with the local Elementary Music Specialists in our schools, so that together, we might identify those children 
who would not only benefit from this experience, but who could make a positive contribution to it, as well.  

 With every good wish, 

 Dr. Jim  

MUSICAL NOTES FROM DR. JIM — ANNUAL REPORT FOLLOW-UP 

To My Friends @ FPC of Texarkana - 

I am very appreciative of your welcoming hearts & 

warm smiles each of the Sundays & Wednesdays myself, my wife Barbara & my parents spent in your 

midst.  I apologize for not having the memory I ought to for names, but please know how much it meant 

to share with you in the services of the past six months.  Continue to preach, lead & minister to each 

other as well as the world around you & we’ll go and do the same back at FPC in Burlington, Iowa.   

Merry Christmas to all & all the best 2010 has to offer! 

In His Name, 

Curtis & Barbara Bloom 

THANK YOU NOTE 

DATE CHANGE 

Mark your calendars for 
Family Camp,             
July 2 - 4, 2010.   
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We’re on the Web! 
www.firstprestexarkana.org 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

ANGEL QUILTS MINISTRY — 2009 
 Angel Quilts has finished its 9th year.  Blessings have abounded as the three participating churches, 
First Baptist Moores Lane, First Presbyterian Church, and Williams Memorial, put many stitches together to 
complete 134 quilts in 2009 to distribute to cancer patients in the Texarkana area.  Many requests have come 
in from individuals, clinics, quilters, and cancer patients who the Angel Quilters have managed to be able to 
have quilts finished to fill the requests. 
 Prayer is still the key to this ministry.   Each quilter or helper is asked to say a prayer over whatever 
part of the quilt they are working on for whomever will receive the quilt.   We hope that each cancer patient 
will feel God’s love and comfort as they are going through this experience.   Cards that we receive from 
these cancer patients give witness of this love.   The Lord has blessed these quilting groups in so many ways.  
When the quilt is given to the cancer patient, their name is placed on a prayer list that is kept current and 
sent out by the three churches.  Many prayers of healing and comfort are said for these patients.  After two 
months, a card of encouragement is sent out to remind the cancer patients that they are still thought of and 
prayed for. The cards are made by the Card Ministry of First Presbyterian Church.  This is such a wonderful 
opportunity to extend the message of Jesus Christ to those who need the hope he provides.   
 There is always room for quilters and helpers  at each of the groups.  Being able to sew is not a 
prerequisite as there are many jobs to do.   Some of the quilters cannot attend but take home things to do.  If 
you can’t do anything else, help to pray for these cancer patients.   Remember that Angel Quilts at each of 
the churches depends on donations to be able to continue making these quilts.   
 If you need to request a quilt, brochures to fill out information are in various brochure racks around 
the church, or contact Beth Morgan at (903) 791–0349 or Martha Nell Richards at (903) 838–7106.   


