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Just a few fallible words about what I think from month to month...
Rev. Susan

It recently hit my conscious mind that the challenge our denomination is
having to maintain the prominence of Christian Education in the lives of our children *
and adults is our challenge too at FPC Texarkana. While we have a fabulous C.E.

Director, Committee, and Program, our culture makes reaching and teaching young
families growing edge right now. Below are a few words | wrote several years ago as
a rationale for Christian Education.

“A healthy Christian Education Program is like an orchard. The
programming is the time spent planting the Word of God into the hearts and minds of
young and old, watering it, and tending it as it grows. The mission and ministry we
give to the world, as well as our own deepening relationships with God, are the
“mature fruit that will last.” Taking time to plant Christian values and Biblical knowledge into hearts and
minds takes concerted effort: a concert of effort — each and every piece of the symphony called the family of
God — bringing about sounds of peace, joy, hope and ‘salvation from brokenness’ that will rise above the
cacophony of discordant noise created by this world.

A grandmother once expressed to me her disappointment that her children and grandchildren were not
regularly attending church. She wondered how to make a difference. She told her little grandson, “You need to
go to church to learn to be a good little boy?” Since that might sound rather challenge-less to an active young
man, I suggested instead, “Tell him, ‘You need to go to church to learn to be a warrior for God. God needs
warriors to fight against all those bad things that happen to people in this world: like being hungry, being sick,
being so hurt that you want to hurt back, or not knowing Jesus.’”

We don’t come out of the womb knowing how to ‘‘fight this good fight.” We must be taught, just as we
learn the multiplication tables and ABC'’s. Basic math and reading skills must be rooted first before we can
understand how to balance a checkbook, read a job application, perform an algebraic equation for an
engineering job, or write a brief as an attorney. Just so, basic Christian values and Biblical knowledge must be
rooted before we can discern the difference between “cheating” as wrong behavior all the time vs. “cheating”
as wrong behavior only when you get caught.”

Christian Education (i.e. Sunday School) was so successful in the 40’s and 50’s because it was paired
with the secular need for literacy. Our challenge is to find that contemporary secular need with which Christian
Education will fit “hand and glove.” We can do it — we’ve been created in the image of God - the author of
ingenuity itself.

A LEARNING MOMENT AND HEARTFELT APOLOGY

There are moments in the lives of ministers when we open our mouths in public before we think; and I did just
that on November 22™. In my hyper concern for our Jane, | spoke to Fran from the pulpit and asked a personal
question about care plans. | wasn’t thinking about the fact that this wasn’t the time or place to ask such a
guestion. Afterwards, | realized that | had spoken out of turn and may have placed Fran in an uncomfortable
position. That was not the intent, but sometimes our words have unintended outcomes. | apologized to Fran and
asked her forgiveness. | regret now letting my mouth get ahead of my mind. Please forgive me and in the future
I’ll try to be more thoughtful in these matters. This moment was a reminder to me that caregivers’ feelings and
needs can so easily be overlooked in our concerns for those in immediate need or crisis. Rev. Susan
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STEWARDSHIP UPDATE BY REV. JOHN ARNOLD

The current budget for next year is $568,500. Staff salaries are frozen for 2010 and a slight decrease has been made
to the operating budget. At last month’s Family Night Supper presentation of the budget, the Finance and
Stewardship Committee reported that if our current giving stayed the same we could anticipate a deficit of
approximately $100,000. | have one piece of encouraging news to share. Following the Family Night Supper,
commitments were made by several individuals to resolve the remaining balance of our note on the Annex prior to
the end of the year. This generous act will reduce our 2010 deficit by $30,000. Praise God!

So where do we stand in terms of pledges? As of November 20, we have received 65 pledges totaling $343,820 in
giving. In 2009 we had 71 pledges totaling $366,024. If you have not pledge yet, please do so as soon as possible
because the Finance and Stewardship Committee will be meeting in December to assess whether additional budget
cuts are necessary and, if so, how much. Several people have brought forward suggestions and all of these are being
considered.

In the meantime, | reiterate the thanks of the Finance and Stewardship Committee to two groups of people. First,
those who have faithfully kept your pledges throughout the year. Our pledge income is presently actually slightly
ahead. Also, we thank committees for being good stewards with their dollars. Our committees have resisted
spending their budgets out prior to the end of the year which is often times a common practice within many
organizations. Several committees also trimmed their budgets for 2010. Way to go committees!

Lastly, I want to be the first to thank those of you who have pledged. We are all very aware of the financial
pressures that many people are feeling due to the economy. Your faithfulness to supplying for the ministry needs of
this church are greatly appreciated.

God is good and does provide. May we continue to move forward in faithful service, trusting God to supply for the
ministries He has called us into.

The Mission of the Card Ministry
of the First Presbyterian Church of
Texarkana is to share the love of

Christ with those both in and i L

All-Church Christmas Caroling
Monday, December 2!

is to be an ipstrument of Go l's First Presbyterian Church will hold a progressive
peace, hope, joy, and consolation || Christmas Caroling for Church-Member Shut-ins
through our handmade cards, on Monday, December 21, from 6-8 PM.

which we send in a spirit of prayer

to those in need of encouragement, Gather, load-up church van at 6 PM
support, or special tribute. Tour area health care/shut-in facilities —

carol for our members (and anyone else) in

] these places
ROUND THE COFFEE POT Return to church by 8 PM for hot-chocolate

VOLUNTEERS and Christmas cookies

If any of you would be willing donate two to three
: dozen Christmas cookies for this, please talk to or

December 13 - Julie Hall

December 20 - Corey & Jessica Sharp call Dr. Jim Spirup at the Church. ,
December 27 - Martha Nell Richards All are most welcome! Please come! We’d love to

have you join us! This is a great way to “bring a
little Christmas” to some special folks. | know they

If you are willing to serve, please contact will appreciate it! Questions? Contact Dr. Jim
Martha Nell Richards at (903) 838-7106. Spirup at the Church. See you there!

December 6 — Peggy Davis

We thank these good people for their service.
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PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN NEWS

‘o beginning to fook o fot fike Christmas

On Monday, November 23, the ladies of our Decorations Committee decorated the Sanctuary
and other areas of the church for Advent and Christmas. The Chrismons Tree, the Advent
Wreath and the other decorations that we traditionally use to observe the Season were placed in
time for the First Sunday of Advent and will be enjoyed through Epiphany.

The Angel Tree for Evergreen Presbyterian Ministries

Every year for as long as I can remember the members of our church have served as
guardian angels for the residents of the group homes of Evergreen Presbyterian
Ministries. The gift ideas that you will find on our Angel
Tree this year are the requests of 23 very special ||
individuals who responded when asked “What would you
like for Christmas?”

These men and women would not have any gifts to open
on Christmas morning without the generosity of our
church members. Evergreen has many more residents in
the Texarkana/Atlanta area - but these 23 have no family
to do special things for them. For many years now we
have been filling that void and playing Santa Claus.

Please select a gift tag from the tree and purchase a gift for someone who will
experience the meaning of Christmas because of your generosity. And as you open
your own gifts on Christmas Eve or Christmas morning, as your family’s traditions
dictate, pause and imagine the delight your special “angel” is feeling as he opens a
gift from you.
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Youth broup n December:

Wednesday December 2nd

6:00 p.m.  Family Night Supper — JOY GIFT DINNER

6:30 p.m.  Put final touches on Christmas Wreaths for Rose Hill Cemetery project.

Sunday December 6t

10:00 a.m.  Sunday School

11:00 a.m.  Worship with Ruth, Erin, Will, and Kristina presenting the Advent readings and
lighting the candle

4:30 p.m.  Caroling, guitars, and bells at the Sterling House.

6:00 p.m.  Youth meal
6:30 p.m.  Placement of Christmas wreaths at Rose Hill Cemetery Veterans’ gravesites.

Wednesday December 9t

6:00 p.m.  Family Night Supper
6:30 p.m.  Bible Study

Sunday December 13

10:00 a.m.  Sunday School
11:00 a.m.  Worship

6:00 p.m.  Youth meal
6:30 p.m.  Bible Study

Wednesday Decembertoth

6:00 p.m.  Family Night Supper
6:30 p.m.  Bible Study

Sunday December 20t

10:00 a.m.  Sunday School

11:00 a.m.  Worship
6:00 p.m.  Christmas Party, Potluck Dinner, Movie, White Elephant Gifts - Arnolds

Wednesday December 23
No Family Night Supper orYouth — enjoy this time with your families!

Sunday December 27t

10:00 a.m.  Sunday School
11:00 a.m.  Worship
6:00 p.m.  Youth will not meet — enjoy this time with your families!




FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
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WEEKLY EVENTS
SUNDAY
9:45 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal
11:00 a.m. Worship
4:00 p.m. Handbells |
4:00 p.m. Youth Guitar Instruction (Alternate Weeks)
4:30 p.m. Youth Music Practice (Alternate Weeks)
5:00 p.m. Youth Handbells
6:00 p.m. Jr./Sr. High Youth Groups
MONDAY
7:30-5:30 p.m. First Presbyterian Baby Steps & Preschool
6:00 p.m. Tower Bells — Lessons for Beginners
7:00 p.m. Tower Bells — Practice
7:00 p.m. Al-Anon
TUESDAY
7:30-5:30 p.m. First Presbyterian Baby Steps & Preschool
10 - 12:00 p.m. Prescription Assistance Program
11:30 a.m. Texarkana Women'’s Chorus Rehearsal
WEDNESDAY
7:30-5:30 p.m. First Presbyterian Baby Steps & Preschool
9:30 a.m. Card Ministry Team
6:00 p.m. Family Night Supper
6:30 p.m. Bible Study
6:30 p.m. Jr./Sr. High Youth Groups
7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal
THURSDAY
7:30-5:30 p.m. First Presbyterian Baby Steps & Preschool
9:00 a.m. Angel Quilts
10:00 a.m. The Sharing Place
12:05 p.m. Advent Series Concert and Lunch
FRIDAY
7:30-5:30 p.m. First Presbyterian Baby Steps & Preschool

SPECIAL EVENTS
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 1
6:30 p.m. Circle of Friends Meeting — Annex Bldg.
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 2
5:00 p.m. Christian Education Committee Meeting
6:00 p.m. Joy Gift Dinner
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 3

6:00 p.m. Worship Committee Meeting
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 6
12:30 p.m. Officer Training

6:00 p.m. Dinner for Randy Sams’ Shelter

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 8
7:00 a.m. Men’s Breakfast
6:00 p.m. Josephine Beck Circle — Sylvia Waldrop
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 9
5:00 p.m. Diaconate
MONDAY, DECEMBER 14
10:00 a.m. PW Coordinating Team Meeting
12:00 p.m. Federal Retirees Meeting
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 15
10:00 a.m. Elizabeth Anne Greisser Circle — Library
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 16
5:00 p.m. Baby Steps & Preschool Board Meeting
5:00 p.m. Evangelism Committee Meeting
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 17
5:00 p.m. Session Meeting — Arnolds’ House
7:00 p.m. Zelle Moore Circle — Cynthia Walker
MONDAY. DECEMBER 21
6:00 p.m. Christmas Caroling
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 22
7:00 a.m. Men’s Breakfast
THURSDAY., DECEMBER 24
5:30 p.m. Christmas Eve Candlelight Service

December Birthdays

18 - Charlie Norton
21 - Betty Anthony
22 - Anne Russell
23 - Billie Ford

24 - Marshall Moore
25 - JoAnn Pope

27 - Ben Davis

28 - Ruth Arnold

28 - Mary Grant

1 - Nancy Sandefur

5 - Gail Abrahamson

5 - Hastings Hoover

6 - James Robert Lacy

7 - Sue Ellen Letterman
8 - Greg Brown

9 - Chris Knowles

11 - Savannah Thompson
15 - John Trice Parks

16 - Reg Jackson

16 - Hayes McClerkin 31 - Carolyn Klein

29 - Sarah Beth Solomon

@ANNIVERSARIES

December Anniversaries

20 - Erin & George McCasland
22 - Lynn & Charles Jackson
22 - Carolyn & Cordell Klein
26 - Martha Nell & Mark Richards
30 - Becky & Kevin Thompson
31 - Stephanie & Brian Jackson
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First Presbyterian Church Baby Steps and Preschool
December 2009

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5
CHAPEL MUSIC
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
MUSIC CHAPEL MUSIC
Invoices Due
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
MUSIC CHAPEL MUSIC
Christmas
Party 2 p.m.
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
CHAPEL Christmas
Holidays!
NO SCHOOL
27 28 29 30 31 January 1
CHAPEL New Year’s Eve &
Day Holidays!
NO SCHOOL

ITEMS OF SPECIAL INTEREST

We are looking for someone who is interested in a Substitute position, to fill in when a teacher is absent.

BROWN BAG BIBLE STUDY

IT IS FINISHED!!!
Our 22 week long study of JoHN’S REVELATION is complete. Wow, what a wild ride. Kudos to all who
waded through the mire of outrageous symbolism and otherworldly side-trips. | believe we came out the
other end glad we were done and grateful for a little better/clearer understanding of John’s incredible spiritual
work. We could probably sum up this book in five words, spoken by Christ, “Hang In There. 1I’m Coming!”

WHERE DO WE GO FROM HERE???

We’d like to lure more of you into our midst with promises of feasts for your souls and food for your
stomachs. Since you have to eat, and this study begins at noon and ends at one, we thought about offering a
lite lunch along with the study. (Something along the lines of soup/sandwich/chips or fruit and water or iced
tea.) We’ll be delving into another Biblical book, as we did with Revelation, taking it one section at a time.
(I haven’t decided which one yet. Suggestions?) Brown Bag re-convenes on Thursday, January 7, 2010, at
12:00 noon. If you are interested, please sign the sheet in the office so we can know how many folks to
anticipate for lunch.
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PARENTS’ NIGHT OUT OFFERED ON DECEMBER 12TH!

Calling all parents (or grandparents) who need time to do some Christmas
shopping or who would just like to have an evening out without the kids....

s supervised time of fun activities (music, crafts, games) for your children.
Light snacks will also be offered.

To help us plan for the right number, please RSVP by signing up at the
church or calling the Church Office at (870) 774-6453.

ONGOING FINANCIAL STATUS WATERSPRINGS
RANCH
OCTOBER YEAR-TO-DATE Please continue to

remember the Diaconate’s

Actual Budget Actual Budget monthly mission of the
Income $28,554.30  $38,835.33  $353,828.86 $388,353.30 | collection of the coin banks
for the 2009 “Change for
Expenses 37.626.51 _ 47,670.08 _431.211.34 _476.700.80 Children” Fundraising
Net Income (Loss)  ($ 9,072.21) ($8,834.75) ($77,382.48) ($88,347.50) Campa'gf‘;‘;fn‘c’r\{atmpf'”gs

MUSICAL NOTES FROM DR. JIM

Holiday Greetings!

As we look forward to the approach of Advent/Christmas, here is a little background on one of
my favorite carols.

It has often been said that necessity is the mother of invention. This is certainly true in reflecting
upon the origin of the German carol Silent Night, Holy Night.

In 1818, one Joseph Mohr (1792-1848), the priest of a St. Nicholas Church in Oberndorf,
composed the text of this now well-known, well-loved carol in response to a rather desperate
situation. Franz Xaver Gruber (1787-1863), organist at St. Nicholas Church and Mohr’s associate,
discovered that mice had chewed through the leather bellows of the church’s organ, rendering the
instrument un-usable for their upcoming Christmas festival. Talk about an emergency! With the local
organ repair service out of reach, Mohr and Gruber immediately collaborated on a new carol—the fruit
of the labors being Stille Nacht, Heilige Nacht—or Silent Night, Holy Night. Both men sang their new
work for the festival, to Gruber’s guitar accompaniment, while the choir joined in repeating the last line
of each verse, singing in four-part harmony. Evidently well received, the work found its way from
Oberndorf to Zillerthal, where a group of singers—the Strasser family, performed it in Leipzig in
1831. By 1838, the carol had been published in Germany. German-speaking immigrants brought it to
America, where an English adaptation appeared in the 1849 Methodist hymnal. By 1858, the carol
became published in England. One John Freeman Young (1820-1885) is credited with writing the most
popular English translation, which was published in The Sunday-School Service and Tune
Book: Selected and arranged by John Clark Hollister (1863). The rest belongs to the history books.

Season’s greetings to you and to yours for a beautiful holiday—and happy caroling!
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We’re on the Web!
www.firstprestexarkana.org

Advent and Christmas Music

Noon Advent Mini-Concerts

(Each concert will begin
d . at 12:05 p.m., last

December 3™ - Dr. James Splrup approximately twenty

minutes, and will be

December 10" — Texarkana Women’s Chorus followed by a light lunch.)

December 17" — The Veritas Academy Singers

A Service of Lessons & Carols

Sunday Morning, December 13" at 11:00 a.m.

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service




