
 Just a few fallible words about what I think from month to month… 
Rev. Susan 

How many of you were moved to the heights of heaven last Sunday by Mark 
Thomas’ solo?  It was truly food for the soul.  Martin Luther said, “Music is 
no invention of ours:  it is a gift of God.  I place it next to theology.  Satan 

hates music:  he knows how it drives the evil spirit out of us.”  Our new 
Organist/Choir Director arrived around 5:00 Sunday afternoon.  Danny & 
Remica and I showed him around again, and helped him bring his meager 
belongings into the Annex.  Jim will be bunking in the Annex for a couple of 
weeks until he can find a furnished apartment.  His wife, Sue, will remain in 
Virginia to sell the house and teach for this school year.  Jim joined the staff 
this morning for staff meeting, then John and I ran over the order of worship with him.  His days will 
be full; John and I are just past the learning curve he’s now entering.  But the good news is that you 
all make these transitions so very “do-able.”  Whether you’re a current part of the active music 
ministry here at FPC, or just a lover of music, please come by the church and introduce yourself to 
our newest staff member, James (Jim) Spirup.   

ONE HUNDRED YEARS OF MINISTRY VALUING THE PAST , VISIONING THE FUTURE . 
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REMBER WHEN . . . FRESH FLOWERS? 

Remember when we had fresh flower arrangements in the Sanctuary 

each Sunday?  We enjoyed them and the homebound were able to 

enjoy them for at least the rest of the week!  

Several members have asked about the return 

of fresh flowers, so the Worship Committee 

is prepared to organize a flower fund.  If you 

would like to furnish flowers for any given 

Sunday honoring a special occasion or 

person or in memory of a special person, please 

contact Cynthia Walker at (903) 793-0908 or 

the Church Office at (870) 774-6453 for more information.   
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A WORD ON THE WEB                             BY REV . JOHN ARNOLD 

 

You are probably aware that our new website is up and running, but I want to mention a few features.  First, 
Session Minutes, Newsletters, and audio recordings of Sermons are all now available online.  You can navigate to 
them by clicking on the “Resource” button on the blue bar near the top of the page.  Currently, when you click on 
a sermon title whatever music player software you have should automatically open it.  If you are having a problem 
getting one to open, please ask Rev. John and he will help you figure it out.  The sermons are in mp3 format so 
you can also add them to your ipod, mp3 player, or phone.  We are exploring some alternative ways to post 
sermons that might allow for subscribing so that they would automatically come to you.  Features soon to come 
will be:  Youth newsletters and photo album pages.   

Be sure and take note of the side bar of the front page because it literally is changing every day.  A different quote 
from Reformer John Calvin is posted daily in honor of his 500th Birthday.  A link to Renewing your Mind with 
R.C. Sproul offers a daily lesson from this noteworthy theologian.  Lastly, you are just a click away on our front 
page from the latest blog posts by our own Rev. John Arnold.   

I want to lift up a big public thank you to Sue Ellen Hall who is constantly posting fresh content, correcting 
mistakes, and safeguarding consistency so that we have a solid functional, genuinely valuable website.  The 
Evangelism Committee is committed to having not just a website, but a web ministry by providing an invaluable 
contact point with the church and other internet resources.  If you would like to be a part of this ministry speak to 
Rev. John Arnold or Sue Ellen Hall.  You do not have to be web savvy.  We need people who can help with 
uploading sermons, newsletters, and such and we will walk you through it step by step.   

Lastly, we welcome suggestions and corrections.  Visit regularly at:   

www.firstprestexarkana.org. 

SYMPATHY 

Augusta 
Dingeldein     

passed away on                          
July 19, 2009. 

‘ROUND THE COFFEE POT 

VOLUNTEERS 

August 2 – Lil McClerkin                                         
August 9 - Opportunity Available                                             

August 16 - Rally Day                                            
August 23 - Mark & Martha Nell Richards                      
August 30 - Lisa Norton/Becky Thompson         

We thank these good people for their service.        
If you are willing to serve, please contact 

Martha �ell Richards at (903) 838-7106. 

August 6 No Class 
August 13 Chapter 9 
August 20 Chapter 10 
August 27 Chapter 11 
September 3 Chapter 12 
September 10 Chapter 13  

BROWN BAG BIBLE STUDY       STUDY OF JOHN ’S REVELATION 

September 17 Chapter 14 
September 24 Chapter 15 
October 1 Chapter 16 
October 8 No Class 
October 15 Chapter 17 
October 22 Chapter 18 

October 29 Chapter 19 
November 5 Chapter 20 
November 12 Chapter 21 
November 19    Chapter 22/ 
  Conclusion 
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“God will do wonders among you,” promised the prophet Joshua.  Thousands of women (and a few men) 
were invited to join the Churchwide Gathering of Presbyterian Women which was held this month, July 11 – 

15, in Louisville, Kentucky, and see how this promise is ours today.    

I want to share three incidences with you in which our own PW was a “part” of this gathering. 

As many of you know the Pines Presbytery and the Evangelical Church of Chile have had a covenant relationship for 

many years.  A few months ago we were contacted by Mary Grisso, Moderator of Pines Presbytery PW, about 

helping to bring a young woman from Chile to the U.S. to attend this Gathering.  The Pines PW had been given the 

task of raising the money to pay for her airfare to the event and Mary was asking for help from all of the PW groups 

in our Presbytery.  Our PW contributed $200.00 toward the airfare fund and this is the note that we received from 

Mary in response.    

Dear PW Friends,  

 It never ceases to amaze me how generous Presbyterian Women are whenever they are asked to help meet a 

need.  Your generous contribution for plane fare is making it possible for a young woman from Chile to attend the PW 

Churchwide Gathering in July.    

 Monserrat is so excited and grateful to have this experience – She and I both thank you…………  I truly 

appreciate your help.   

Gratefully, Mary Grisso      

ENTERTAINING VISITORS by Gail Abrahamson 

Horizons Magazine devoted its March/April 2009 issue to the PW Global Exchange trip in September 2008.  One of 

the participants, Mary Beth Lysobey, was a Malcolm Lecture Series guest speaker at our church in March and 

presented a comprehensive report on that mission trip which took her to Hungary, the Czech Republic and Ukraine.  

Using photos, Mary Beth introduced us to three ethnic Hungarians living in the Trans-Carpathian region of western 

Ukraine.  As a result of this exchange program, the PW (US) has sponsored their visit to the U.S to tour several 

states, view various mission projects and attend the Churchwide Triennial PW Gathering.   

Pastor Vince Pochai, his wife Ibolya, and their interpreter, Christina Orhovan, flew into Houston for their first visit 

to America.  Pastor Pochai attended seminary with the permission of the regional Soviet government at a time 

when religion was strongly discouraged.  He says this was definitely the hand of God giving him this blessing.  He 

currently oversees eighty (yes, 80) churches in Transcarpathia while his wife assists with issues related to women 

and children.  They both speak Hungarian, Russian, Ukrainian dialect and some German.  Christina Orhovan, who 

graduated from high school (at 17) just before her trip here, speaks Hungarian and admirable English, and plans on 

attending university in the fall to study architecture.   

Our Ukrainian friends arrived in Houston on June 30 armed with pictures of family to share and cameras to record 

their visit to the U.S.  After stops in Houston, San Antonio and Dallas, they arrived in Texarkana on July 5 and stayed 

in my home for an overnight stopover.  Mary Beth Lysobey (newly installed PW Moderator for Arkansas Presbytery) 

came from Norman, Arkansas, to share in the fun and conversation.  My sister, Debbie Abrahamson, and I prepared 

a good Southern dinner, and our guests especially enjoyed eating cantaloupe and blueberries for the first time 

ever.  They were fascinated touring the city with our state line, bi-state post office and separate governments.  The 

following morning our friends headed to Arkansas where Mary Beth took them to Ferncliff, the Perryville farm of 

Heifer International, the Norman church’s clothing and food pantry, and on to the airport for their trip to the 

Churchwide  Gathering.  We were happy to be able to extend warm Presbyterian hospitality to our visitors. 

Representatives from our PW attended both the fall and spring gatherings of the PW of Pines Presbytery.  At 

those meetings, the offering totaled  over $700.00 which was used to purchase gift cards for Presbyterian 

Disaster Relief and Bellewood Presbyterian Homes for Children – offerings that were dedicated at a worship 

service during the churchwide gathering.   

In small ways, we have been blessed to be part of this important event. 
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Mountain Fork River Float TripMountain Fork River Float TripMountain Fork River Float TripMountain Fork River Float Trip  
On Tuesday, July 7, 2009, the church bus and 23 FPC youth and adults 

headed to Broken Bow, Oklahoma to WW Trading Post and Canoe to be 

outfitted for a ten-mile float on the Mountain Fork River.  We put in just 

below the dam at Beaver’s Bend and we were off.  We navigated some fun and 

tricky rapids and went over (one way or the other) Presbyterian Falls, a four 

foot waterfall about two miles downstream.  Some of us went over in our canoes, some of our 

canoes went over without us.   The water was chilly and refreshing and it was a blast to float on 

lifejackets in the strong current (much better than ANY water park ride).  We enjoyed seeing 

great herons, turtles, and fish.  Everyone packed a picnic lunch and we pulled up to a gravel bar 

for a little fellowship and munching.  After we navigated our ten miles and were returned to our 

bus, we headed back home.  We stopped in DeQueen, Arkansas and enjoyed a fresh and fantastic 

Mexican dinner at Papa Poblanos. 

FPC Youth outing at the home of Jeanne and Reg Jackson in Ashdown, Arkansas, where 20 youth and adults had a 
large time swimming, grilling, riding four-wheelers and eating homemade ice cream.  Thanks for your hospitality 
Reg, Jeanne, and Brett! 
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 WEEKLY EVENTS 

SUNDAY 
  9:45 a.m. Sunday School 
10:30 a.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal 
11:00 a.m. Worship 
  6:00 p.m. Jr. High Youth Group 
  6:00 p.m. Sr. High Youth Group 
MONDAY 
 7:30-5:30 p.m. First Presbyterian Baby Steps & Preschool 
  6:00 p.m. Tower Bells — Lessons for Beginners 
  7:00 p.m. Tower Bells — Practice 
  7:00 p.m. Al-Anon 
TUESDAY 
 7:30-5:30 p.m. First Presbyterian Baby Steps & Preschool 
10 - 12:00 p.m. Prescription Assistance Program 
WEDNESDAY 
 7:30-5:30 p.m. First Presbyterian Baby Steps & Preschool 
  9:30 a.m. Card Ministry Team 
  6:00 p.m. Family Night Supper 
  6:30 p.m. Bible Study 
  6:30 p.m. Jr./Sr. High Youth Groups 
  7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal 
THURSDAY 
 7:30-5:30 p.m. First Presbyterian Baby Steps & Preschool 
  9:00 a.m. Angel Quilts 
12:00 p.m. Brown Bag Bible Study 
FRIDAY 
 7:30-5:30 p.m. First Presbyterian Baby Steps & Preschool 

 SPECIAL EVENTS 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 1 
  8:30 a.m. School of the Pines 2009 
SUNDAY, AUGUST 2 
  6:00 p.m. Dinner Randy Sams’ Shelter 
TUESDAY, AUGUST 4 
  7:00 a.m. Men’s Breakfast 
  6:30 p.m. Circle of Friends Meeting — Annex 
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 5 
  5:00 p.m. Christian Education Committee Meeting 
SUNDAY, AUGUST 9 
  5:00 p.m. — Jr./Sr. High Youth Groups —  
  8:00 p.m. Cookout & Swimming Outing —  
  Beth & Chuck Morgan’s House 
MONDAY, AUGUST 10 
10:00 a.m. PW Coordinating Team Meeting 
  2:00 p.m. Federal Retirees Meeting 
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 12 
  5:00 p.m. Diaconate 
  5:00 p.m. Evangelism Committee Meeting 
SUNDAY, AUGUST 16 
  9:30 a.m. Rally Day 
TUESDAY, AUGUST 18 
  7:00 a.m. Men’s Breakfast 
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 19 
  5:00 p.m. Baby Steps & Preschool Board Meeting 
THURSDAY, AUGUST 20 
  5:00 p.m. Session Meeting 
FRIDAY, AUGUST 28 
10:00 a.m. Diabetic Cooking 

 
August BirthdaysAugust BirthdaysAugust BirthdaysAugust Birthdays    

1 - James Spirup 
2 - Vicki Deskin 
2 - Nancy Emerson 
3 - Margaret Davis 
10 - Sheila Cannon 
12 - Brian Malcolm 
13 - Susan Arnold 
13 - Wil Blain 
15 - Molly LeBoeuf 
17 - Stephanie Jackson 
18 - Dennel Burke 
18 - Ronnie Walraven 
19 - Missy Parks 
20 - Peter Dingeldein 
21 - Laura Davis 

August AnniversariesAugust AnniversariesAugust AnniversariesAugust Anniversaries    
3 - Remica & Danny Gray 
6 - Nelda & Rodney LeBoeuf 
12 - Beth & Charles Morgan 
15 - Peggy & Larry Davis 
17 - Dianne & Greg Brown 

18 - Betty & Keith Anthony 
23 - Linda & Stan Knowles 
25 - Kathy & Dan Boyles 
27 - Pat & Buford Willis 
30 - Lil & Hayes McClerkin 

21 - Adam Knowles 
21 - Michelle Williamson 
23 - Sheila Moore 
23 - Ned Stewart 
24 - Haley Kate Jackson 
24 - Bill Newman 
25 - Raymond Upchurch 
28 - Penny Smith 
30 - Becky Thompson 
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First Presbyterian Church Baby Steps and Preschool 

August 2009  

TEACHER PROFILE — MICHELLE WILLIAMSON 

Michelle has been a teacher at our school since March 2009.  She is in our 
18-36 month class.  She is a member of the First Presbyterian Church and 
has three children, Jonah 12, Jacob 7, and Ryan 3.   

ITEMS OF SPECIAL INTEREST 

• We still have plenty of openings for our Fall Program.  Contact Alicia at (870) 773-2121 for 
any questions you may have.   

• * Summer session will end on August 21, 2009.  Fall session will start on the following 
Monday, August 24, 2009.* 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

       
  

    1 
 

 
2 3 

White & Triangle 

 

4 5 
10 am Chapel 

6 
  

7 8 
  

9 10 
Yellow & Circle 
Invoices Due 

11 12 
10 am Chapel 

13 14 15 

16 
  

17 
Blue & Star 

18 19 
10 am Chapel 

20 21 
Michelle’s B-Day 

22 

23 
  

24 
Orange & Square 
  

25 26 
10 am Chapel 

27 28 
Melissa’s B-Day 

29 

30 31 
Red & Rectangle 
Krissy’s B-Day 
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ONGOING FINANCIAL STATUS 

 
 JUNE 

 Actual Budget Actual Budget 

Income $ 29,821.49 $38,835.33 $212,775.78 $233,011.98 

Expenses     44,587.24           47,670.08    245,508.84   286,020.48 

Net Income (Loss) ($14,765.75)  ($ 8,834.75) ($32,733.06) ($53,008.50) 

YEAR-TO-DATE 

D IACONATE 

MONTHLY M ISSION 

The August Mission Project will 
be the collection of fans and 

sandwich size Ziploc Bags.  The 
Diaconate is sponsoring a Fan 
Drive for the needy in our 

community.  
We will accept 
donations of 

fans of any size 
or type.  Please 
bring the fans 

and Ziploc Bags 
to the 

Fellowship Hall 
Foyer. 

Summer months in the church have been historically times when 
giving dips.  This Summer we are especially noticing it.  Perhaps, 
the economy is weighing heavy on all of us.  Recently, we 
transferred $25,000.00 from savings to meet current expenses and 
will assuredly transfer more before the Summer is over.  For those 
of you not aware, we continue to pay on our note toward the 
Annex.  Our current balance on that loan is now below $60,000.00.  
We anticipate resolving this note well ahead of schedule which will 
save a significant amount of interest.  The Session and Stewardship 
Committee will continue to keep you 
informed.  Anything you can do 
during the Summer months to stay 
disciplined in your giving is greatly 
appreciated. 

YOUTH 
GROUP TRIP 

Texas Rangers 

v. 

Boston Red Sox 

Friday, August 
14th 

      7/14/09 

Dear Friends, 

It has been my great pleasure to serve as your interim organist for 
the past several months.  I enter this new phase of my life with a 
mixture of anticipation and apprehension but with a deep sense of 
gratitude to you and to God for the opportunity to make music on 
this wonderful instrument and with the talented musicians in the 
Chancel Choir.   

Thank you for the delicious brunch and your generous gift.  You 
made my last Sunday as interim organist so memorable.  Brenda 
and I are grateful for all you’ve done for us, and we look forward to 
being with you again soon.   

      Sincerely yours, 

      Jim Works 

THANK YOU NOTE FROM JIM WORKS 

FINANCIAL UPDATE MISSING DISH 

My grandmother’s antique 
round, crystal serving dish that I 
used for Around the Coffee Pot 
on Pentecost Sunday, May 31st, 
is missing.  It is a one-piece dish 
with a compote in the center.  
Whoever borrowed it — please 
return my serving piece to the 
church kitchen.  Ron is on the 
lookout for it.  

Thanks, 

Lynn Jackson 
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Jim, the youngest of four, was born in the San Francisco Bay Area.  He 
received his Bachelor’s in Music/Music Education from The College of 
Idaho, followed by a Master’s in Reading Education in 1985.  Jim taught 
school in Idaho for  sixteen years, all the while working in the Church as 
an organist.  He met his wife Sue in college and they married on his 
parents’ fortieth wedding anniversary in June, 1985.  Their daughter, 
Helen--now eighteen, came along in January, 1991.  Since that time, 
they have lived in South Carolina, Wisconsin, Virginia, and the Pacific 
Northwest.  He did both his Master’s and his Doctorate in Church Music 
from the University of Michigan, receiving his degrees in 1994 and 
1997 respectively.  He has worked for the Church as an organist and/or 
choirmaster since he was about fifteen years old.  He has been full-time 

in the Church as Director of Music Ministries/Organist for about twelve years now.  Presently, Sue is 
the Choral/Vocal instructor for Holston High School of Abingdon, Virginia.  She will keep this 
position for one more year while they try to sell their house in Virginia.  Helen enters Wake Forest 
University this Fall.  She plans to study Chemical Engineering.  They are very proud of her.  For the 
past several years, Jim has been very active in Bible Study Fellowship International--a pursuit he plans 
to continue.  Favorite verses of the Bible include Psalm 46, Philippians 4:13, and many portions of the 
book of Romans.  Welcome Jim Spirup to our church family when you see him.   

516 Pecan Street 
Texarkana, Arkansas 71854 

Phone: 870-774-6453 
Fax: 870-773-4199 

E-mails: 1stpresbytxk@cableone.net 
revsusan1stpres@cableone.net 
revjohn1stpres@cableone.net 

ONE HUNDRED YEARS OF MINISTRY 

VALUING THE PAST ,  VISIONING THE 

FUTURE .  

We’re on the Web! 
www.firstprestexarkana.org 

INTRODUCING JIM SPIRUP—OUR NEW MUSIC DIRECTOR 


